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The following is a true and correct report of the proceedings of the Four- 
teenth Annual Encampment of the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans. 


U.S. A., held at Bost6n, Mass., February 21-22, 1896, 


Division Commander. 


Division Adjutant. 


AL. OF PROCEEDI) 


| JOUR GS. 


| FaNrutL Tat, Bosron, Mass., 
Vriday, Mebruary 21, 1896. 


Tur Fourteenth Annual Encampment of the Massachusetts Division, Sons 
of Veterans, U.S. A., was called to order at 2.10 o’clock P. M. on this date, 
Division Commander Fred I. Bolton, in the Chair. 

As the National Colors were not present, a short recess was taken, pending 
their arrival. 

The National Colors were afterward brought into the hall by members of 
Camp 106, and the Convention was opened in due form. 
The Adjutant called the roll of officers, and the following answered to their 


if, names. 
i - ; DIVISION OFFICERS. 


der, FRED FE. BOLTON. 
Senior Vice Division Commander, Harry D. Sisson. 
Funtor Vice ‘Division Commander. V1. YRANK WILLIAMSON 
Division Council, DA LF. Goutpine, D. Murray Travis. 
Chaplain, WitLiam R. Wart: 
Surgeon, A. A. UPTON. . 
Adjutant, GILBERT H. SMITH, 
Quartermaster, THOMAS 
Iispector, WALLIAM I 

( Mustering Ojji 


—_ Vv ‘Division Comin. 


H. CooK. 
ARRY M. TIOLBRooK,. 


After examination the Division Inspector reported that all present were 
entitled to remain, 

‘The Committee on Credentials was then appointed, consisting of 
Adjutant G. 1H. Smith, 
Past Capt. B. C. Cook, of Camp 24, Gloucester, 

; Capt. F. A. Richards, of Camp 36, Weymouth, 

Past. Capt. A. B. Smith, of Camp 20, Colrain, 
Past Capt. E. E. Lincoln, of Camp 72, Hingham. 


Upon motion by Brother Howland, Camp 81, (seconded by Bro. Bray, 
] Camp 1,) the roll-call was dispensed with. 


COMMITTEES, 
| Other committees were then announced, as follows:— 


Ritual — 

t Col. D. B. Purbeck, 

t Col. J. H. Tinkley, 

Past Col. N. C. Upham, 

Capt. W. G. Merriam, of Camp 85, West Boylston, 
Capt. T. S. Bell, of Camp 106, Charlestown. 
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AMPMENT, 


On Resolutions :— 


Past Capt. E. Hf. Lounsbury, of Camp 66, Woburn, 
Past Capt. I]. E. Waugh, of Camp tt, Whitman, 
Capt. C. F. O’Brien, of Camp 46, Roxbury, 

Judge Advocate Harry M. Holbrook, 

Rey. T. C. Chapple, of Camp 70, Upton. 


Reports of Officers:— 
Past Col. Charles K. Darling, 
Past Col. W. Stevens, 
Past Capt. L. C. Couch, of Camp 26, Taunton, 
Past Capt. H. S. Thompson, of ( ‘amp 81, Chelsea, 
Past Capt. E. H. White, of Camp 65, Athol. 


On Constitution, Rules and Regulations:— 


Past Capt. C. FE. Bennett, of Camp 5, Hudson, 

Past Capt. G. W. Hill, of Camp 30, Dorchester, 

Past Capt. G. L. Bray, of Camp 1, Lynn, 

Past Capt. W. TH. Brown, of Camp 60, Holyoke, 

Capt. A. A. Selden, of Camp 82, Boston. 

A telegram was received from Commander-in-Chief Russell, stating that 

he would be in attendance at the Convention, and Vast Col. Darling was 
appointed to receive and escort the Commander-in-Chief to the hall. 


REPORTS OF OFFICERS. 


REPORT OF THE DIVISION COMMANDE 


Re 


To the Ojficers and Members of the Fourteenth Annnal Encampment: 


BroruErs:—We have assembled once more to review the work of our organ- 
ization, and it is fitting that this, the Fourteenth Annual Encampment should 
convene in historic Faneuil Hall. 

It is also appropriate, that we as a patriotic organization should gather in 
the “Old Cradle of Liberty,” famed throughout the world as an edifice dedi ated 
to pure Americanism. May this meeting be inspired by these surroundings to a 
greater regard of the grand principles, the high motives and the true patriotism 
of the Sons of Veteran: 

The painting above this rostrum, representing that great American and 
statesman of Massachusetts, Daniel Webster, replying to Hayne of South 
Carolina, on an issue that had much to do with the civic struggle that followed 
thirty years later, the pre-oration, “Liberty and Union, Now and For 
and Inseparable.” reminds us that it was the valor 
that gives to this generation the privileges of the 

We, the sons of the men of "61 to ’65, must 
and the flag. 

We meet to review the past, in particular the work of 1895. 
the future must be considered, and in accordance with the regulations of the 
Order, I respectively submit my report as Division Commander. 

I was installed into office on the twenty-second day of February, 1895, and 
as soon thereafter as possible established “division headquarters in the city of 
Loston. J 

In the selection of the Adjutant and Quartermaster, I was fortunate in s cure 
ing the services of two brothers who could conduct their respective departments 
in connection with their business vocations, thereby saving the expense of rent, 
which has averaged about one hundred dollars per annum, 
Actively entering the work, it has been carried on incessantly 
time. 


ver, One 
and service of our fathers, 
grandest country in the world, 

be equally loyal to the country 


The plans for 


to the present 


ee 
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MEMBERSHIP. 


Massachusetts continues to be one of the leading divisions in the National 
Organization, ranking second numerically. 
ntained our standin 


but our work does not warrant any 


t s while many new members 
have been added, older ones have fallen at the dead line, known as “s pension.” 

ion aggregates 1134. Of this number, but 4 39 became rein- 
es that the same old question, “ What shall we do?” is still 


stated, which indice 
an issue. 

While no positive remedy can be named, a suggestion however is offered. 
We must make one more effort to restore to grace the best of our delinquents, 
and in the future exercise some caution in the selection of material, We are 
prone to ert that our dis ve heritagé is a privilege. We appreciate — if we 
do not, we should — that our field for recruiting is confined to limitations of ances- 
try, therefore we should select only those who feel a degree of pride in the 
service of their fathers for this nation, that once a member of the Sons of 
Veterans, they will remain loyal to its interests. 

Sentiment is a frail structure atthe best, when applied to an organization, 

but combined with filial remembrance, and an honest pride, it is more stalwart. 
We must stimulate our members to look with a genuine appreciation upon their 
privileges ; and in consideration of the fact that the cost per annum, in the 
camps assessing the greatest amount for annual dues, does not average over two 
cents each day, it would then appear consistent to assert that membership is not 
expensive, and that there is no reasonable excuse for delinquency. If any 
brother has not sufficient interest in this order to pay two cents a day for 
membership, we do not need him. Because the membership is cheap, it should 
not be construed to mean that we need cheap members. 
The time to consider the methods to prevent retrogression is now. Camp 
officers, if they properly attend to their duty, can prevent losse Vigilance is 
required, and personal effort must be made, to increase our rank We know 
that this is not always done. Camps comprise the division, hence if indifference 
and lukewarm interest marks the work cf the officers, they become directly 
responsible for the results that compile the aggregate. A 

The membership Dec. 31, 1894 was 136 camps, 4489 members; Dec. 31, 1895, 
143 camps, 4474 member: 

Eleven camps have been organized and mustered during the year. Three 
camps have surrendered their charters. The charters of two camps have been 
revoked for failure to forward quarterly reports. 

‘The reports of Adjutant G. 11. Sn th, and Mustering Officer O. H. Cook 
furnish the detailed statements regarding membership. 


FINANCES. 


The motto of this administration has been “ conomy.” Our financial con- 
dition is excellent. The surplus on hand is largely due to the faithful, conscien- 
tious s s of Quartermaster Hannon. I will leave the statement of our 
financial transactions for him to report, with the exception of saying, that after 
paying the legitimate expenses incurred by my predecessor during the last 
Ikncampment, we commenced this administration with a deficit of $1.85. To- 
day, with all bills paid, the cash balance on hand amounts to $521.63. 


THE THREE DEGREE RITUAL. 


The new form of ritualistic work adopted at the Thirteenth National En- 
campment created a radical change. The ritual has been in force during the 
past year, and its effects have been noted. Comparatively few Camps have 
entered into the work with a spirit of enthusiasm. A great many have shown 
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an indifference that has caused the benefits intended by the author of the ritual 
to be of a doubtful nature. I am convinced, however, that where officers have 
memorized their parts, and have understood the instructions, that the ritual has 
caused a revival of interest. The long form requires more members in its exem- 
plification than the smaller camps can provide, an some changes are required 
to remedy this condition. 

It is the general opinion of those I have conferred with, that the present 
titual is more voluminous than is necessary, and that a boiling-down process 
would have a good effect. The first and second degrees can be condensed, 
with needed changes in the third degree, the ceremony would then be within the 
capacity of most camps; the third degree being all that is essential, so far as 
exemplary features are concerned. A short form, more simple than the o1 
force, should be provided. The changes, if any, should be made at onc 
the camps instructed that perfection must be attained. 

I would respectfully suggest that the delegates of this Encampment submit 
to the Committee on Ritual, such changes as they may deem beneficial, « 
said committee report at this Encampment a resolution expressive of the sense 
of the Massachusetts Division, regarding the three-degree ritual. 


DIVISION FLAG FUND. 


Circular No. 2, issued September 9, 1895, called attention to the fact that 
the Division was without a stand of colors. Subscriptions were solicited from 
the members at the ratio of ten (10) cents from e ery member in good standing. 
The total contributed amounts to $67.94. This is held by the Division Quarter- 
master, and is included in his report, designating the subscribers. The Division 
should own a stand of colors. j 
__,_ Asa Patriotic Order, incorporating in our creed a devotion to “ Old Glory,” 
it is a glaring inconsistency not to po; what we love and honor. Popular 


subscriptions were solicited because it should be a popular movement, to amend 
this condition, . 


a 


While the finances of the Division are improved, I trust no attempt to 
decrease the same will be made, but that the members will be willing to provide 
the colors we require by personal donation i 

I would therefore recommend: 


2 Recommendation No. 1. — That the incoming Division Commander be author- 
ized by th s Encampment to continue the plan now in force, of receiving volun- 
tary subscriptions for the purpose of securing a stand of colors. Also, that the 


amount already contributed be held as a sepa 


te fund for this purpose. 


SOLDIERS’ HOME. 


The Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts 
the support of the Sons of Veterans. 

: It is not neces ary to give extended reasons, as our duty is specified in the 
Objects of the Order: “To aid the members of the Grand Army of the Repub- 
lic and all honorably discharged Union soldiers, sailors and marines, in caring 
for their helpless and disabled veterans.” The Home is now largely dependent 
upon the Grand Army of the Republic and the Womans’ Relief Corps for its 
maintenance. Is it not our duty to assist? Recent additions provide accom- 
modations for the needy, and at this time there are some 360 inmate 

T submit herewith a suggestion, which is offered after mature deliberation : 
The Horace Binney Sargent Ilall, the new addition, contains among its dorm- 
one which affords accommodations for thirty-three veterans, furnished 
with iron bedsteads, bed clothing, oa drawers, etc., together with a b. 
and lavatory. The room is supplied with nec ary articles sufficient for the 
s. This room can be purchased for the sum of $776 in ‘round 

and could be named as the organization decides 
is but a brief outline, and to save time, I will get at the vital point of 

this subject at once. 


san institution that should receive 


ath-room 
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The practical work we do alone merits the approval of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, the kindred societies, and the public. We must by demonstration 
prove that we are true to our objects, and I submit to your judgment whether 
or not we have in the past, to any great degree, given the veteran a substantial 
indication that we are performing our duty in this direction, 

I do not appeal for a charitable action, that is inflated to attract publicity, 
but [am honest in asking you to take some action on the line of practicability. 

Brothers, let us purchase this room, ume the obligation of caring for its 
equipments, afford accommodations for these veterans, and thereby lift a part 
of the burden from the shoulders of those who have so loyally labored in the 
p: The money we expend will ist in cancelling the indebtedness incurred 
in erecting this additional building, and the fact that we are to care for this 
dormitory, will lessen the responsibilities incumbent on the other organizations. 

I respectfully submit the following recommendatior 

Recommendation No. 2 —That the Massachusetts Division purchase a dor- 
mitory in the Ilorace Binney Sargent all of the Soldiers’ Home in Massa- 
chusetts. 

Recommendation No. 3 — That this Encampment assess every member in 
good standing the sum of twenty cents, the same to be paid by the camps pro 
tio, in addition to the regular per capita tax, March 31, 1896, and the camps 
collect the assessment from its members, in addition to the amount charged for 
annual dues 

Recommendation No. 4.—Vhat the supervision or care of said dormitory be 
under the direction of a special commission of five, to be elected at this 
encampment, for terms ranging from one to five years, so that hereafter one 
member will be elected at each encampment for a term of five years. The duties 
of said commission shail be to devise means for the proper maintenance of the 
dormitory, providing all needed articl r it The Division Com- 


Furthermore, that all fund 
Division Quartermaster, and di. 


HNEADQUARTERS— CLERICAL WORK. 
‘The clerical work at headquarter becoming so extensive that a systema- 
tising of the work will soon be a necessity. For obvious reasons I am not pre- 
pared to advocate the establishment of permanent headquarters at this time, but 
this matter must soon receive consideration. 

‘Vo take advantage of the law permitting the election of the Division Quar- 
termaster fora term of three years, the combining with this department, the 
clerical work of the Adjutant, reimbursing the incumbent at a fair salary, will be 
an issue in the near future. By central location, with proper facilities, one man 
could then accomplish more than is now done by two, ata moderate cost, and in 
a manner beneficial to the Division, It is suggested that this idea be considered, 
and some action taken at the next, or a subsequent Encampment. 

lt is respectfully recommended: 


Recommendation No. 5.— That the incoming Division Commander be allowed 
One hundred dollars ($100) for clerk hire. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


Believing that our interests commence at home, I submit these recommenda- 
tions 

Recommendation No. 6.—That the sum of One hundred dollars (S100.) 
annually paid as the contribution of this Division to the “ Andersonville Flag 
Fund,” be reduced to Twenty-five dollars ($25.) 

Massachusetts is about the only division that appropriates anything to this 
fund, and while the purpose is a laudable and worthy one, it is more essential 
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that we should exercise a spirit of generosity with those dependent within our 
own jurisdiction, and it is therefore recommended : 

Recommendation No. 7.— That the sum annually appropriated as a donation 
to the Soldier’s Home, Fifty dollars ($50), be increased to One hundred dol 
($roo), and that said amount be disbursed under the direction of the Commission 
provided in Recommendation No. 4, if the same is adopted. Otherwise, the 
amount shall be paid direct to the Superintendent of the Soldiers’ Ifome in 
Massachusetts. 


NATIONAL ENCAMPMENTS. 


The Annual Encampments of the Commandery-in-Chief have never been held 
further East than Paterson, New Jersey. One fourth of the entire membership 
of this organization is located in New England. ‘Therefore, it is apparent that 
an invitation to the National body to meet within our jurisdiction would receive 
favorable consideration, and furthermore, the attendance, particularly from the 

fastern Divisions, wonld be greatly augmented, thereby creating a renewal of 
interest, and proving beneficial to the Order. It is recommended: 

Recommendation No. 8.— That this Encampment, by suitable resolutions, 
extend to the Commandery-in-Chief, at the next Annual Encampment, an invita- 
tion to hold its Sixteenth Annual Session (1897) in the City of Boston; also, 
that proper committees from this Division he designated to arrange the details 
thereof. 


THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 


Each year the parent organization is according us its endorsement, and 
during this administration numerous opportunities have been afforded to come 
in close relationship with the officers and past officers of the department, as well 
as many comrades, throughout the Commonwealth, and it is assured that the near 
future will join in closer union the two organizations. I am under great obliga- 
tions to Past Department Commander Joseph W. Thayer, Asst. Adjt General 
Hubert O. Moore, and many other comrades, for the kind manner they have 
encouraged me, and for the courtes corded at all times. Commander William 
P. Derby is our friend, and will give my sor equal recognition. 

I wish to record my personal appt n of the friendship of Past Com- 
mander Thayer, to thank him for his cordial support, and acknowledge his 
valuable advice and assistance. 

My Brothers we must continue worthy of recognition. The ob'igations of 
the future are many, and we should prepare therefore. Year by year the brave 
veteran is passing to the river beyond; the ranks of their grand organization are 
diminishing, and soon, far too soon, will the last roll-call be answered. Then, our 
duty devolves. Posterity must tell the true history of the men of the Union 
Army; the men who were loyal to the nation in its peril. The memory of 
those who preserved the Stars and Stripes, the emblem of America, without a 
stain on its escutcheon, without a star obscured, must live forever. Tender, lov- 
able, grand glorious, beautiful, inspiring and grateful memories shall be cher- 
ished by succeeding generations. 

To-day the living veteran has claims not to be ignored, and this is the time 
to prove our fealty, [am personally of the belief that a substantial act of gen- 
erosity, or a tender expression of sympathy, to the veteran while he is alive, 
counts for more than a mound of flowers when heis dead. The veteran has. 
certain rights, and we must assist him to obtain what is due. Pledges made 
thirty years ago, remain uncancelled and many matters affecting his we fare will 
be disposed of in the next few years. We must be vigilant in his interests. I 
have no desire to rant politically, but I do not consider silence a virtue when 
justice is being meted out by the thimbleful,and am not in harmony with a 
sentiment that evades a recognition of undeniably just claims, or fails to keep 
the pledges so willingly made in the hours of peril. 


| 


“they will be called upon to perform the duties which are ou 
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Let us prove ourselves “the worthy sons of worthy sires,” and seek to win 
steem and respect of the comrades 

The following extracts are re-produced from the Orders and Annual Address 
of Commander ‘Thayer. 


the 


General Orders No. 8, Promulgated June 29, 1895. 


“The Department Commander is particularly desirous that our comrades 
generally shall tender to the Sons of Veterans, as an organization, all the encour- 
agement in their power to The organization is doing good work for the 
and Army of the Republic, and we shall need its assistance as the years roll 
on, more than we have in the pas Naturally the duty of decorating the grayes 
of our dead will fall upon our ‘They are anxious to assume that duty, and 
w services in the same loyal spirit in which they are ten- 
dered. their help we should be ready at all times to point the 
way. They will do our bidding, and be proud of the honor thus conferred.” 


General Orders No. 12, Promulgated Nov. 16. 1895. 


one and all, give all the encouragement in our power to 
as an organization. The day is not far distant when 
now, Vv those of 
s of the men who preserved the nation. 
in swelling the membership of that 
e to advise with them upon the conduct of their camp 


and in all legitimate ways let us demonstrate our love for and confi- 
in the organization,” 


“Comrad 
the Sons of V 


perpetuating the memories of the de 
Whenever opportunity offers let us 
Order. Do not hesitz 
affai 


2d. 


Annual Address at 30th Annual Department Couvention, Lowell, Mass., Feb. 12, 1896. 


SONS OF VETERANS. 


“The Sons of Veterans are growing in importance and usefulness year by 

and throughout the State, particularly upon Memorial Day are of great 
ssistance to the Grand Arm As the years go by, comrades, and our ranks 
grow thinner and thinner, we'shall need the help of these junior organizations 
even more than we do to-day; and therefore, knowing as I do their loyalty and 
devotion to the work, | commend them to your fullest recognition. May they be 
ready and able to assume the work and the responsibilities of the Grand Army 
of the Republic when we are no longer able to carry them forward.” 


WOMAN’S RELI 


* CORPS—LADIES’ AID SOCIETY — DAUGHTERS 
OF VETERANS. 

The Sons of Veterans have had a loyal champion in the person of Mrs. 

a ‘I’. Cook, Past Department President of the Woman’s Relief Corps. Mrs. 

Cook is related to by virtue of her husband, Col, B. F. Cook, being a member, 

Cook, a Past Captain of J. Franklin Dyer Camp 24, 


and her son, Benj. C. 
Gloucester, 

At the head of this noble band of women, her influence has been of great 
value, and we have many friends in the department, in fact our Mosher, as she 
herself says, is M Lizabeth A. Turner, the National President. My grateful 
thanks are due for the splendid receptions, the considerate courtesies, and cordial 
assistance of these loyal women; we have no more sincere friends and well wish- 
ers, than the Woman’s Relief Corps. 

The Ladies’ Aid Society of the Sons of Veterans, as an auxiliary, has proved 
of assistance to the camps to which it is affiliated. 

The Daughters of Veterans are organized for the same purpose as the Sons, 
and are valuable in their zealousness for the cause 

Personally | have but the kindliest feelings for both organizations, and com- 
mend the spirit that prompts them in extending their assistance to the Grand 
Army of the Republic and the Sons of Veterans; but, in the practical view of 
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the results, | am of the opinion that more good can be accomplished by a unity 
of strength, and inasmuch as the parent order is seeking to consolidate all soci- 
eties of women organized for the same general purpos, I feel that we should 
act with them, and I submit to your judgment, the practicability of such a 
movement. The fact that the members of the Ladies’ Aid Society | the 
Daughters of Veterans are eligible to the Woman’s Kel gni s that 
under one head they could accomplish much more than under present conditions, 
whereby the strength is distributed into smaller parts. We are all anxious to 
do what we can to ameliorate the condition of the disabled and needy veteran, 
the widow and the orphan, and for that reason, the more unitedly we are 
organized, the greater will be the results attained. P 

The trio of the Grand Army of the Republic, the Woman’s Relief Corps 
and the Sons of Veterans, would prove a more effective combination than a 
multiplicity of small societies. 

I am sure whereof I speak, when F state that we re 
from the Woman’s Relief Corps, as from either of the other societies, and when 
we consider that 14,000 comprise that organization, in comparis few hun- 
dred in the others, is it not assured that the weaker can become mor effective 
by uniting with the stronger. Again, there is need of younger women to lift a 
part of the burden, particularly the care of the sick and needy A 

If we can prevail upon our wives and sisters to join the corps, it necessarily 
follows that we shall have our interest centered therein, and as the years pass by, 
and our work enlarges, we shall have not only their individual aid, but also the 
prestige of a grand organization, with its unparalled reputation. 

In support of the foregoing, it is respectfully recommended : 

Recommendation No. 9 —That a committee of three be selected as represen- 
tatives of this Encampment to confer with the proper officers of the Ladies’ Aid 
Society and the Daughters of Veterans, for the purpose of advocating the con- 
solidation of such organizations with the Woman’s Relief Corps. 


ve equal assistance 


OFFICIAL TRAVEL. 


The social demands of the office of Commander are many. [ have responded 
to every invitation, when acceptance was possible. In addition to attending the 
Fourteenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief at Knoxville, 
Tenn., the Division has been represented at the annual banquet of the Depart- 
ment of Massachusetts, G. A. R., the reception and camp-fire of the Department 
of Massachusetts, W. R. C., the convention and reception of the Daughters of 
Veterans, the Eighth Annual Convention of the Rhode Island Division, the re- 
union of the Minute Men of ’61, the anniversary of several posts and relief cory 
camp-fires, fairs, entertainments and social gatherings of many camps have re- 
quired my presence, and I find I have filled altogether 118 engagements, repre- 
senting as many nights spent in travel attendant thereto. 

I have been received with universal courtesy, and hospitably entertained in 
a manner which has made amends for the time expended, It is also agreeable 
to have formed new friends both personally and for the Order. 


ACI 


NOWLEDGEMENTS. 


I am indebted to the commissioned officers of this Division, Past Com- 
manders and the officers and brothers of the Camps, for loyal support during 
my term of service. 

My relations with my immediate associates have been most harmonious, and 


their unquestionable and unflinching loyalty have been the source of encourage- 
ment and inspiration, 


ELECTIVE AND APPOINTIVE OFFICERS. 


Senior Vice Division Commander Harry D, Sisson requires no words of 
mine to add to his recognized ability. He has but repeated the good work that 
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gave him prominence as Captain of his camp, and later as Judg 
Member of the Division Council and Junior Vice-Commander of th 

Junior Vice Commander I. Frank Williamson has been a capable officer, 
promptly responding to all demands of service. [is efficiency has already won 
the esteem of his associates, 


The Division Council, Daniel F, Goulding, Charles F, Cook and D. Murray 
Travis, have on each and every occasion, proved their allegiance to the interests 
of the Division ; their advice and counsel has been of great assistance. 

The position of Adjutant requires one who has the entire confidence of the 
Commander. and is capable to meet the great demands upon his time and 
services. My friend and associate for many y , Gilbert TH. Smith, has served 
me in this important office with that rare fidelity that makes friendship so price- 
less a jewel. 

The responsible office of Division Quartermaster has never been occupied 
by a more competent person than Bro. Thomas J. Hannon. With great ability, 
excellent business ideas, a keen understanding of financial transactions, it is 
largely due to his efficiency that the treasury is in its present splendid condition, 
His work has been irksome, demanding many personal sacrifices. His alle- 
giance to the inter of the Division, warrant its gratitude. I extend my per- 
sonal thanks for his faithful support, and justly say, “Well done, good and 
faithful brother.” if 

Chaplain William R. Waterman, by. sinceri 
credit to the organization. Tis consolidated repor 
orial Day was one of the five complete repor 
trust our agreeable relationship will continue. 

Surgeon A, A. Upton has handled the mass of statistics in his department 
with rare ability. By constitutional changes, this worthy brother has been 
obliged to perform double duty, in submitting two reports, both of which were 
indorsed by the chiefs of the department for their neat appearance, accuracy 
and promptness. Tis zeal is commendable, his services of great value. 3 

Inspector William I. James assumed many obligations in discharging duties, 
that became exceptionally arduous by the changes in the system of camp inspec- 
tions. | thoroughly indorse his work, and regard his service as creditable to 
the Division. 

It was my good fortune to 
who by. previou 


in his work, has reflected 
of the observance of Mem- 
s filed with the Chaplain-in-Chief. I 


s Mustering Officer Orange H. Cook, 
: er had demonstrated his ability. As 
the head of this important department he has discharged his duty faithfully, and 
to the satisfaction of the camps he has instituted. A more willing officer, a 
more sincere member of the organization, would be hard to find. é 

Judge Advocate Harry M, Holbrook has been a wise couns lor, one always 
to be relied upon to discharge any duty incumbent upon him. A competent 
officer in this department strengthens the commander. Brother Holbrook has 
my sincere thanks for his able, courageous and dignified Support. 

Last, but not least in the official family my friend Brother Emery Coulter 
the Division Quartermaster Sergeant. While his position entails no especial 
responsibilities, his constancy, willingn and enthusiasm have made him of 
value, particularly as a companion in travel, and at public gatherings wher by 
his exceptional abilities as an entertainer, he has relieved the monotony of set 
speeches, providing amusement for many. audiences with his bright humor 
merry songs and original imitations. Altogether, he has been a very popular 
representative of the staff. i 

A. large share of appreciation is due the rank 
It is their generous support that brings success. 

The brother who is faithful to his camp, watchful for its inter , eager for 
advancement, enthusiastic for the welfare of the whole organization, is the 
foundation upon which we build our hopes. To those who emulate such mem- 
hers is attributed the largest share of the credit for the success attained. 


and file of this great Di 


ion, 
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IN CONCLUSION. 


The time that marks the expiration of my official duty 
pleasant memories of the past three years spent in the servic 
setts Division. TI recall, with feelings that are mingled with pl 
the many staunch friends that have aided me during that period. 
ensues at the surrendering of the cares and responsibilities that come with 
office ; regret sts in the severing of the relationship, so highly agreeable, 
with my associates. I am grateful for the honors you have conferred, and in sub- 
mitting this report I can only say that I have done my whole duty, as far as 
capability for this important office permitted. If errors have been made, they 
were not of the heart, but of judgment. If at times my position has been posi- 
tive, and plain words have been spoken, it was because my nature is such, that 
the consistency of saying what was meant, and n:eaning what was said, was 
regarded as essential, and intended for the greatest good of the Order. 

I trust that my future actions will demonstrate my continued allegiance, and 
that, although I no longer serve you in a high capacity, in the gratitude of my 
heart my humble efforts as a member in the ranks will at least be acceptable. 

T return the trust you gave into my keeping one year ago, its reputation as 
unsullied, its standard as pure, as when it was received. 

God bless and prosper you, my brethren, and keep you ever loyal to the 
principles of Friendship, Charity and Loyalty. 


brings with it the 
of the Massac 


“No, never shall my soul forget 
The friends I found so cordial-hearted ; 
Dear shall be the day we met, 
And dear shall be the night we parted.” 


Division Commander. 


21, 1896, 


REPORT OF DIVISION ADJUTANT, 5 
REPORT OF DIVISION ADJUTANT. 


Boston, Fen. 21, 1896. 
Freep BE, Bovros, 


Commander, Massacbuselts Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S. A. 

Sir and Brother:—I have the honor to submit to you a report of the trans- 
actions, statements of numerical strength, and other facts pertaining to the 
Adjutant’s Department of this Division. $i 

The reports of the several Division Officers are transmitted herewith : 

On December 31, 1894, the standing of the Division was 136 Camps with 
4489 members. 

For the quarter ending March 31, 1895, there were 137 Camps with 4472 
members. A gain of 1 camp and loss of 17 members. 

For the quarter ending June 30, 1895, there were 141 camps, with 4596 
members. A gain of 4 camps and 124 members. 

For the quarter ending Sept. 30, 1895, there were 142 camps, with 4440 
membe A gain of 1 camp and loss of 156 members. 

For the quarter ending Dec. 31, 1895, there were 143 camps, with 4474 
members. A gain of 1 camp and 34 members. A net gain of 7 camps and loss 
of 15 members, as compared with a loss of 465 members during the previous 
year, which would seem to indicate that the order is near that bed rock basis 
from which a healthy growth can arise. 

Since the last report, Camps 51, 100, 117 and 135 have surrendered their 
charters with a membership of 61 members; but of this number 48 have taken 
division transfer cards, and are therefore still retained. 

One Camp has been organized with a membership of twenty-s 


x. 


The following is a statement of the gains and losses from Dec. 31, 1894, to 
Dec. 31, 189 


Number in good standing by Adjutant’s con- Camps, MEMBERS. 
solidated report, December 31, 1894. 136 4489 
GAINS, 
By muster, 11 3855 
By transfer, So 
By reinstatement, , a Te) 
149 5863 
LOSSES. 
By disbandment, 3 2 
By death, M 26 
By honorable discharge, 8s 
By transfer, 139 
By suspension, 3 1134 
—— 6 1389 
No. in good standing December 31, 1895. 143 4474 


‘There was mustered into the Order four camps and 94 members more than in 
the previous year, which shows a gain in new members, 

The greatest loss, as in the last few years, is from suspension, due in many 
cases, to a systematic weeding out of undesirable members, which are a detri- 
ment to any order and have proved so to ours; and it is my opinion that the 
camps are to-day more careful who they muster than they were in the past, 
which in the long run means a steady gain for the camp. 
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DISBANDMENT OF CAMPS. 
The following camps have surrendered their charters during the ye 

Camps 46, Hopkinton, 7, Boston and 121, Berkshire; from lack of interest 
and inability to recruit members, Camps 97 and 105 had their charters revoked 
by the Commander-in-Chief, upon recommendation of the Division Commander, 
for failure to send in quarterly reports within time allowed by the C. R. & R. 

‘The number of new camps and all facts pertaining thereto will be given in 
the Mustering Officer’s report. 

RECORDS BOOKS, ETC. 

The several books of record have been properly kept and are as 
they can be, for the time covered by my service as Adjutant. 

A new system of Division Descriptive Book must be adopted at once, and | 
recommend that ove book large enough for all the camp records be procured in 
place of the present /wo now in use. 

This book is needed. First,— Because the space in the present one is 
exhausted and I have been forced to use every device to make it hold to the 
present time. Second, — The records in their present state, in a majority of cases, 
are incomplete, and of no real value for reference. This has been caused in part 
from the carelessness and neglect of some former Adjutant and in a large part to 
the First Sergeants not following instructions and properly making out quarterly 
reports. 

I respectfully recommend. First: That there be appropriated by this Encamp- 
ment a sum sufficient to purchase the nece: sary book. Second: That there be 
appropriated a sum sufficient to copy and correct the records from the camp 
descriptive books. 


complete as 


DOCUMI S ISSUED. 

There have been issued and promulgated to division orders, 57 special 
orders, 3 circulars and 1 circular to the G. A. R. There have also been promul- 
gated 8 general orders and 4 Commandery-in-Chief circular: 

There have been requested and issued 65 dispensations ; 73 division trans 
fer cards have been issued and forwarded to members of disbanded camps. 

There were engrossed and forwarded to the proper officers 494 commissions 
as follows: 487 camp officers, 7 division officers. 

All communications have been promptly acknowledged. 

QUARTERLY REPORTS. 

In general, the camp officers deserve praise for the completeness of their 
reports, and promptness in forwarding the same to headquarters. But the lack 
of judgment used in some cases, in filling out the reports is astonishing, and if 
the captains of camps would examine the blanks before sending same to head- 


quarters, the Quartermaster and Adjutant would be materially aided in their 
work and many annoying delays avoided. i 


MEMBERSHIP GAINS. 


The following camps have made a net gain of five or more from December 
31, 1894, to December 31, 1895. 


Camp, Men DAMP. EM nEERS. 
28 Fitchburg, - - 22 53 rae - - ae ° 
21 Lawrence, - = it Whitman, — - . 6 
60 Holyoke, = : 44 Franklin, - - 6 
36 EK. Weymouth, - 73 No. Brookfield, - 6 
4I tham, - - 5 ITudson, - - 


149 Manchester, - - 
106 Charlestown - - 
1o2 Plymouth, - - 
1o4 Lancaster, - - 
140 Ilyde Park, - . 

4 Randolph, - - 


22 Middleboro, - - : 
16 Somerville, - B 5 
45 Arlington, = - - 5 
64 Spencer, - - 5 
145 Boston, - Fs 5 
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Complying with Division Orders requesting camps to report the brother 
Iringing in the largest number of applications, the following camps reported : 


Name. No, or Apriications, 
Camp 130 Past Captain RK. E. Washburn, 9 
“ 18 Past Captain Arthur I. Seagrave, 7, 
ue 28 Bro. 1. A. Scannell, 7 
“ 95 Bro. Ch Trevor, 6 
“ 4 Past Captain Walter IT. Lyons, 5 
“ 30 Captain Frank A. Richards, 4 
4 Captain L. 11. Washburn, eae 
ar Bro. Frank H. Poole, each 3 
a Bro. H. F. Litchfield, | “| ‘5 
't Bro. L. L. Greely po Fi 
“« 45 Past Col. V tevens, Zz 
Past Capt, Geo. I. Hicks, 
Capt. IL. 1. Johnson, 
cs oq Lieut. Chas. Niles, each ‘ 
Bro. Chas Barnard, | 
Bro. Henry M. Butler, A 


‘The following camps have lost more than Tex members during the year. 


Cans MEMBERS Camrs MEMnERS 
96 Boston, 34+ 24 Gloucester, 13! 
15 Springfield, 3I 33. Charlestown, 13 
35 New Bedford 21 37. Gardner, 12 
50 Rockland, 19 67 Abington, 12 
87 Peabody, 19 31 Roxbury, 11 
St Chelsea, 1s 32 Webster, 11 
57 No. Attleboro, 15 8S Scituate. IL 

2 Worcester, 14 


CAMP BY- 


AWS, ETC. 


We have approved Camp by-laws, and amendments thereto, to a total of 
seventeen as follows: 


1895 1895. ‘ 

March 30, By-Laws Camp 81 Oct. 18, By-Laws Camp 102 
ce Lhe fs 18 «Amendment, LoMahy) 
April 1, is Ke 8 Dec. 28, “ “54 

M 155 Amendment “ 1 1896 fi 
“© 30, By-Laws, = 38 Jan. 2, By-Laws, 46 
May 27, % *s 3 “97, Amendment 15 
July 18, G Soe S85) « 28, By-Laws, yaks 
age 25). + NTT Feb. 1, fe a 27 
Sept. 11, Amendment, “ ir “© To, « 33 


June 21, disapproved amendment to Art. XIII, By-Laws, Camp 108, 
July 23, declined to reserve decision regarding Art. XIII, By-Laws, Camp 108. 
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NET GAINS AND LOSSES OF EACII CAMP IN GOOD STANDING, 


FROM DECEMBER 31, 1894 TO DECEMBER 31, 1895. 


NovrEe:— Camps suspended and new camps not included in this list. 

—s - at i 

Camp | Gat | Loss || Case leans | Loss || Camp | Gatx | Loss || Came | Gain Loss 

i t | | i 
| \| | i | 
L | || 36 la se |} 72 [oes 4 108 | .. 8 
2 | ie ey all | 12 73 | G6 Js+ |] #09 | 4 
3 ae 3 a Sigel tare \ur ae 
4 Fi | || aa : | ee | ue | 3 ae 1 ae I 
5 Sales |) 4t) || vt ey 7G ||, se 4 te 
e oS al 3 ee ee 77 | 2 » fj 116 3 
aie |e ed eS fase |i 
0) se ‘9 i a 5 | | § } | 10 | i20 1 
| sea | | le ie |! ees 

ur Gre] as i eaye fuse fet || Sx = | 
2 eas |} 48 | Cfo | et Sa (Jan Ps \| 3 
13 |} 9 || 49 | -- 5 83. | -- 7 |) aes 5 
14 Ses | Ca ie 19 84 4 [+ |] 72 2 
5 Sep SE || Sz eSee West # 85 4 s+ |) 127 if 
16 5 ve s Tea | 86 | a2 xe ||, 228 I 
Pe ileeol” |e) Se ae We : 
18H] 4 3 || 54 | ; 8 |) 188) - ir || 130 | 10 
a a ae 55 2 Pl) 389) I 4 || 13! 8. 
Oa ate if 50 8 | 9° en ee | | 
21 : oF all 15 || or | | 133 Z 
22 ae 58 J++ = a2 Ap alts} | 135 6 
2 4 5 eh 8 3 oe 5 137 a 1 
aa Hs | es 1 | 2 2 | i f 
S 3 He pecc th Nee) | av gl Be) ee | 
25 = We cor 4 Tye etc 25. /} a ++ f} 139 Sai ee 
26 Sea Os tl cote. 5 90 | | 34 140 3. 
en | 7 COs PES \¢S |E) ca (aC sg 3 
28 22 oY Maas) Ls 99 | 1 | ie | 144 2 
29 | 2 a 659 | ae 5 100 | 8. yy wr fF 8S 
Sou we 65 Wiese | cbs || 15% jez ade |p 8 
31 a iar OF. AN) ren | le 102 3 | 148 ft 
32 Ir O8 |. a 103 heb) Ay P49: I 
33 | 13 69 | Nec? 104 sot ess | 
34 |: a 79° Hn: Zig fat OO. all 60) ae a | 
35 os 21 7 if il TO 9 | a | 


In closing, I wish to thank you, Commander, and also the brothers for 
the many courtesies extended, and for the consideration and tance 
received, IT am much indebted. I have tried to the best of my ability to 
honestly perform my duties as I understood them, and Commander, I submit to: 
you and the delegates of this Convention, this report of the Adjutant’s Depart- 
ment, and trust the same may meet with your approbation. 


Respectfully in F, C. & 1., 


Division Adjutant. 


(nee 
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Boston, Frn. 2, 1896. 
Frep Ee. BoLron, 
Commander Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S. A. 


Dear Sir and Hrother: I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the 
financial transactions of the (Juartermaster’s Department for the year ending 
Feb. 21, 1896. a 

I received from Past Col. Daniel I, Goulding $146.76, and after paying the 
bills of the Thirteenth Division Encampment, which amounted to $148.61, there 
was a deficit of $1.85 to commence my term with. 


Cash, total received, $3,662.15 
Cash, total paid, 3)140.52 

Balance on hand this date, —. : $521.63 
Supplies on hand, (cost tigures), ‘! i $ 146.00 


Also amount on hand contributed to procure a Stand of Colors for 
the Division. 67.94 


Amount on hand contributed for Soldiers’ Home, , 7 16.00 


‘The receipts have been as follows :— 


Cash received from Past Col, Daniel F. Goulding, z < + $ 146.76 
“ for Per Capita tax, " A ‘s o 2,641.99 
“ “ Supplies, 3 F 2 ‘ 3 740.40 
“ “ Charter fees, ¥ 
“ « ‘Transfers ‘ E 
“ * One new charter, r F i 
I:xpenditures :— 

Paid for per capita tax, 5 i 4 f 4 4 $ 725.48 
re Supplies, . ‘ é : 3 3) 3 737-82 
“Charters, : \ , , r i 34.00 
“ expenses of Division Commander to National Encampment, 62.66 
“ “ “ Delegates to National Encampment, - 2 250.00 
te ee “ Division Council Meetings, ° : 11.20 
“ uo “ Inspector’s Department, y : i 3.85 
Re ee “ Surgeon’s Department, : : : 6.54 
“for printing the proceedings of the Thirteenth Annual 

Encampment, . 2 5 re P 73:00 
« J. W. Burst, Quartermaster Gen. G. A. R. Flags for 

Andersonville, etc, i y ; Ri 2 100.00 
“ to Soldiers’ Home, Chelsea, : P 5 : 50.00 
“ Printing, : : a : A 3 : 68.25 
“ Salary of Adjutant, . i y 5 ; i 100.00 
ch «© Quartermaster, < 5 t : ‘ 100.00 
“ Clerical services, 3 : ; 3 100,00 
“ Travelling expenses of Commander and Staff, ¢ . 198.60 
“ Postage, express and telegrams, f ‘ : 5 158.58 
““ Miscellaneous expenses, including estimate of the expense 

of this Encampment and entertainment of Comman- 

der-in-Chief, . ‘ ‘ 3 “ 344.16 
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Number of orders sent to Quartermaster General, i 10 
Requisitions filled, . R - . . “ 256 
Camp Packets filled, = . 


Amounts contributed toward Division Flag Fund: 


wn 


Camp 6 Beverly, 
«> § Salem, 
“30 Dorchester, 
« 35 New Bedford, 
«41 Waltham, 
“ 46 Roxbury, 
“ 47 Canton, 


Brought forward, 

‘amp 100 Newton, 
“rot Westminster, 
* 106 Charlestown, 
“108 Pittsfield, 
“116 Hanson, 


Bew RWE 


“118 Eastondale, 
«63 Holliston, “131 Medfield, 
“ 64 Spencer, “37 Brookfield, 
“75 Dedham, * 138 Littleton, 
*« 81 Chelsea. 6. “ 145 Roxbury, 
go Fall River, 5. “149 Manchester, 
*“ 96 Boston, 5-40 Inspector W. s 
* 65 Athol, 1.20 Tos 
Carried forward, $41.55 $67 04 
Amounts received for Soldiers’ Ilome ; — 

Camp 37 Gardner, 7 3 2 : 5 - S$ 5.00 
a 54 Medford, ;. ‘ a = y 5.00 
*« 118 Eastondale, : 1.00 
“131 Medfield, : ‘ 5.00 

Total, $16 00 


The work in this department has (as can be seen by comparison with pre- 
ceding years) doubled, the time taken to properly perform che duties being such 
that few brothers in the future will re to assume the responsibility, and the 
time is ripe to seriously consider the establishment of a permanent headquarters. 

inancially, this department is in a healthy condition, and I desire to say at 
this time that the balance accumulated is due to economical expenditur The 
total amounts received have been no more than in the past, and we have had as 
many obligations to meet. 

The brothers of the Massachusetts Division can see what credit belongs to 
the Commander by taking note of his expenses to the National Encampment, 
and the amount expended for travel of himself and staff, taking into considera- 
tion the number of camps visited and gatherings attended in all parts of the state. 

_Camp officers have not, as a whole, improved any in their method of doing 
business with this office, and I attribute this to absolute carelessness and negli- 
gence on their part, in failing to read and remember the instructions contained in 
division orders. These words are plain and are uttered with the earnest hope 
that the newly elected officers will profit by them. 

I would offer through you, to the incoming Commander and to my successor, 
one suggestion: that no requisition be filled unless the same is received from 


the Captain of the camp with the full cost of order, that no supplies be sent or 
delivered to other than the Captain or Quartermaster-Sergeant of a camp, as the 
Quartermaster-Sergeant of each camp should sell to the brothers, and have in 
stock such supplies as are in demand, he bearing the same relation to the camp 
as the Quartermaster does to the Division. 

Supplies. — Owing to the uniform price list adopted in September at the 
National I:ncampment, there is now a sufficient margin on all supplies to make 
this part of the department a profitable one. 


a 
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‘To the brothers whom I have had occasion to reprimand, I desire to say 
that it was done in the interest of the Order and themselves, and I trust that no 
unkind feelings st, as | have tried to do my duty as I saw it, and whatever has 


been said or written was done with one object in’ view, namely, doing business 
on busine 


sion, Commander, I desire to express my grateful appreciation of 
the manner in which you have upheld me in the many controversies that arose 
owing to the carrying out of this work on the principles outlined at the com- 
mencment of my term, and it only demonstrates those honest, upright and 
sterling qualities which carry such as you to the top pinnacle of fame and 
success. ‘The memory of the many pleasant journeys and hours spent together 
more than offsets the ey ing and arduous labors of the year. 


Commander, I submit this report through you, to the Delegates of this En- 
campment, trusting the same may prove acceptable. 


Yours in F.C. & L., 


he y 


“) BPZILOA, 
/ 


Division Quartermaster. 


As the Inspector’s report was rather lengthy, he read only that portion 
showing the ratings of camps which had the highest marks, referring for the 
balance of the camps to the printed journal of proceedings. 

On motion by Past Capt. Couch, Camp 26, it was unanimously voted that 
statistics be omitted from the reports as read in the Convention. 
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y Beprorp, Fen, 21, 1896. 


Gitperr TH. SMrru, 
Adjutant Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, U.S. A. 

Sir and Brother : I have the honor and the pleasure of submitting herewith my 
consolidated ceport and the camp reports, of the inspection of the camps in this 
Division for 1895, and a brief statement of the work and business transacted by this 
department. 

The change in the time of holding inspections, from April and May to October 
and November, and the necessity of waiting for instructions from the Inspector 
General, delayed the commencement of actual work until the month of September. 

At that time enough of the instructions were obtained to commence operations, 
and in conference with Commander Bolton the following plan of work was decided 
upor 


First: Yo have all the inspections occur in the month of November, thereby 
giving the camps all the time possible in which to prepare for the same. B 

Second: ‘Yo plan the assignment of Assistant Inspectors in such a way that it 
would be at the least possible expense to each camp, and yet not have brothers of 
any two camps inspect each others’ camp. 

Third : Yo assign as many brothers as possible to this duty and if necessary one 
from every camp in the Division, believing that the greater number set to work, the 
greater would be the interest manifested and the benefits to the Order. 


y 
iy 


oc 
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Fourth: To assign the date for each camp’s inspection; therefore on September 
6, the Inspector proceeded to Boston, and in company with Commander Bolton 
invaded the office of our (Quartermaster, T. J. Hannon, where the work of preparing 
the list of assignments was commenced. Your Inspector had not studied the geog- 
raphy and the railroad maps of the State of Massachusetts as much at that time a: 
he has since, so he was not of much service; but Commander Bolton and Lrother 
Hannon were progressing nicely when Past Capt. C, D. Rooney put in an appear- 
ance. Brother Rooney was once Inspector, and his experience was valuable. He 
could not escape, and it was growing dark when we adjourned, and only one half of 
the camps had then suffered. 

The complete list of the camps, with the number of the camp from which it 
seemed best to secure the inspector for each was forwarded to me by Commander 
Bolton two days later. In order to secure the brothers from those camps, I at once 
mailed 72 postals to the captains asking them to recommend to me a competent 
brother to whom I could assign the duty of inspecting a camp in that vicinity. After 
waiting over three weeks for the replies to those postals, 26 captains had still failed 
to respond, and I was obliged to complete my list as best I could and forward it to 
be issued as order No. 6, 

As this list of assignments was made without having an opportunity of consulting 
the appointees, there were some who found it impossible to perform the duty assigned. 
In fact there were so many changes that I enclose a corrected list in order that credit 
may be given where due, and also for the benefit of my successor, for a more compe- 
tent, prompt and courteous set of fellows I never had the pleasure of dealing with in 
this Order, and I desire to improve this opportunity of expressing my sincere thanks 
and indebtedness to every one of them for the thorough and complete manner in 
which they performed their duties. 

On September 15, I received 300 copies of the circular instructions to Inspect- 
ing Officers and Division Inspectors which were prepared by Past Commander A, C. 
Blaisdell, of Lowell, who was at that time Inspecto neral. The great care and 
completeness with which these instructions were compiled was evinced by the thor- 
oughness and correctness of every report as it came in, although they embraced 
many radical changes, some of which are as follows: 

First ; Reports should be made out in triplicate instead of duplicate as was the 
rule last year. 

Second: As this was to be the tirst inspection of camps since the adoption of 
the new ritual it was ordered that the “Third Degree” should be worked. 

Third: The marking of the percentage of each camp should be done by the 
Division Inspector on this basis: “ Excellent” means 5 per cent.; “ Good” means 4 
or 3 per cent.; “ Fair” means 2 per cent.; and “ Poor” means 1 or © per cent.; and 
the Assistant Inspector or Inspecting Officer should answer in the first column of the 
inspection blank, using the word “ Excellent,” “Good,” “ Fair,” or ‘ Poor” and 
explain by remarks. 

Fourth: The answer to questions 19 and 20 referring to the forwarding of 
Quarterly, Chaplain’s and Surgeon’s Reports, should be furnished by the Division 
Adjutant and Quartermaster and should be given as “Excellent,” “ Good,” “ Fair,” 
or “ Poor,” with remarks to guide the Division Inspector. 

Everything was progressing nicely until October 22, when I received a package 
of circular letters dated Oct. 14, issued by our new Inspector-General, I'rederick C. 
Stillson, of Battle Creek, Mich., ordering the entire work of the three degrees in the 
long form carried out by every camp before its Inspector. 

At the same time I received a letter from Commander Bolton in regard to this 
circular stating he was awaiting a letter from the Commander-in-Chief in regard to 
the same, so I waited also before sending out those circulars. 

The letter came and my circulars went, but not until several camps had been 
inspected in the Third Degree alone. Then some camps found it impossible to work 
the long form as they had not enough brothers present to do so, anda few of the 
smaller camps had used the short form entirely, Others which did work the three 
degrees, having received the first instructions, had prepared for the third degree espec- 
jally, and felt that something had been “sprung” on them when instructed to 
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perform the work of the three degrees at inspection, However, most of the camps 
carried out the three degrees, and although at first I intended to mark each camp on 
a basis of the three degrees, I could not seem to justify such a course. Then I inten- 
ded to make a special table of those camps which worked only the Third Degree, 
but when I found T could not tell whether some worked one or three degrees, I gave 
that up and marked each one according to the report of the Assistant Inspector: 

This of course does not solve the problem, but I trust each camp will examine 
its report carefully and imate its own worth without regard to the marking of any 
other camp in the division, and if this is done, I think the benefit derived from the 
inspection will be just as much whether it worked one, two or three degrees. 

I append a table of the rank and percentage of each camp, and although it 
seems hardly fair to compare them with the percentage of the last inspection under 
the old ritual, I have done so with the loss or gain of each camp, which shows that 
31 camps gained over last year, 87 camps lost, nine remained the same and eight 
had no mark last year to compare, 


great advantage in securing uniformity of marking and the relative ranking of camps. 
One thing however, which was not as complete this year as desirable, is the 
“Remarks” to guide the Inspector which are necessary. For instance, when a 
question was answered “ Good” or “ Poor,” without remarks of any kind, I could not 
tell whether it deserved 4 or 3 per cent. or I or no per cent, respectively. However, 
I have in each instance given the camp the benefit of the doubt and the larger mark, 
and the results and average, of the 20 ranking questions are as follows :— 
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RANK OF CAMPS. ‘The change in the method of marking each of the ranking questions from the 

Assistant Inspectors to the Division Inspector, having placed the duty upon me, 1 

7 7 apa , have performed the same to the best of my ability without fear or favor, and while it 

| Gatw | Loss No. 1895. 1894. Gam | Loss is an undesirable and in some instances an unsatisfactory duty, st is without doubt of 


RESULT OF THE TWENTY QUESTIONS. 


No. 1. 59 Captains have the ritualistic work committed to memory and were 
marked “Iexcellent,” 38 have the work nearly committed and were marked 
“Good,” 16 have the work partially committed and were marked Fair,” and 22 
depend upon the ritual entirely and were marked * Poor.” 

Per cent. * Excellent” 43.7. Average, 3.58. Average last year, 4.20. 

No. 2. 58 First Lieutenants were marked ‘ Excellent” upon the same basis, 31 
were marked “ Good,”” 16 were marked © Fair’ and 30 were marked Poor,” 

Per cent. cellent” 43.0. Average, 3.33. Average last year, 4.49. 

No. 3. 56 Second Lieutenants were marked “Excellent,” 32 were marked 
“Good,” 15 wer marked “Fair” and 32 were marked “ Poor.” 

Per cent. cellent” 41.5. Average, 3.28, Average last year, 4.45. 

No. 4. 44 Chaplains were marked “ Excellent,” 26 were marked Good,” 28 
were marked “ air’ and 37 were marked “ Poor.” 

Per cent. “ E 


excellent” 32.6. Average, 2.94. Average last year, 4.38. 

No, 5. 48 Sergeants of the Guard were marked “ Excellent,” 39 were marked 
f “ Good,” 19 were marked “ Fair” and 29 were marked Poor.” 

Per cent. “ Excellent” 35.6 Average, 3.24. Average last year, 4.41. 

No. 6. 35 camps have the attendance of their officers marked ‘ Excellent,” 58 

“Good,” 14 “ Fair” and 8 * Poor.” 

Per cent. “ Excellent” 43.0, Average, 3.96. Average last year, 4.43. 

No. 7. 45 camps have made a gain of over ro per cent. in membership and 
| were marked “ Excellent,” 48 have gained less than ro per cent. or remained the 


same and were marked “Good,” 30 have had a small loss per cent. and were marked 
«Fair? and 12 have had a large loss per cent. and were marked “ Poor.” 

Per cent. “ Excellent ” 33.3. Average, 3.42. 

No. 8. 115 camps have their records and books in perfect condition and were 
marked “ Excellent,” 13 were marked “Good,” 3 were marked “Fair” and 4 were 
marked “ Poor.” 

Per cent. “ Excellent” 85.2. Average, 4.70. Average, last year, 4.81. 

No. 9. 98 camps were marked “Excellent”? on their appearance, 25 were 
marked “ Good,” 9 “ Fair” and 3 “Poor.” 

Per cent. “ Excellent” 72.6. Average, 4.52. 

No. 10. 118 camps have their financial matters promptly attended to and the 
Quartermaster-Sergeants bond filed and were marked “ Excellent,” 11 camps were 
marked ‘* Good” on the same, 3 “ Fair” and 3 “ Poor.” 

Per cent. “ Excellent” 87.4. Average, 4.70. Mi 

No. 11. 123 camps have their officers uniformed in accordance with the C.R.& R. 
and were marked “ Excellent,” 9 were marked “Good,” 2 “ Fair” and 1 ‘ Roor.” 

Per cent. “ Excellent ’' 91.1. Average, 4.85. Average last year, 4.90. 

No. 12. 117,camp’s officers present an “ Excellent ” appearance and wear rank 
straps, 14 were marked “ Good,” 3 “ Fair” and 1 “ Poor.” 

Per cent. * Excellent” 86.7.. Average, 4.79. Average last year, 4.78. 

No. 13. 130 camps have their camp rooms equipped properly and were marked 
« Excellent,” 4 were “ Good ” and 1 was “ Poor.” 

—— ———$___—— Ha Per cent. * Excellent’ 96.3. Average, 4.91. 


Ze 
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No. 14. In 120 camps all the members of the staff wear the proper chevrons and 
were marked “ Excellent,” 6 were marked “ Good,” 1 “ Fair” and § “ Poor.” 

Per cent. “ Excellent” 88.9. Average,.4.64. Average last year, 4.73. 

No. 15. 119 camps have nearly all their members uniformed and were marked 
“ Excellent,” 13 were marked “ Good,” 1 “Fair” and 2 “ Poor.” 

Per cent. Excellent.” Average, 4.78. Average last year, 4.70. 

No, 16, Every camp in the Division presents a badge to the recruit when mus- 
tered in accordance with the C. R. & R. 

Per cent. “ Excellent” 100. Average 5. Average same as last year. 

No. 17. General Orders are read and filed properly in 130 camps “ Excellent,” 
“ Good” in 3, “ Fair” in 2. 

Per cent. “ Excellent ” 96.3. Average, 4.85. Average last year, 4.89. 

No. 18. Every camp but 1 observed Memorial Day in a fitting manner excepting 
3 which were not urganized at that time. 

Per cent. “ Excellent ” 98.5. Average 4.95. 

No. 19. All quarterly reports and dues were forwarded to Division He 
quarters promptly by 87 camps. 39 were marked “Good” on the same, 7 “ Fair” 
and 2 “ Poor.” 

Per cent. “ Excellent” 64.4. Average 4.42. 

No. 20. The Chaplain’s and Surgeon’s reports were forwarded promptly in all 
but two camps which were * Poor.” 

Per cent. “ Excellent” 98.5. Average, 4.94. 


RESUL 


‘S OF NON-RANKING QUESTIONS. 

No. 21. There are 139 camps and 4409 members, an average of 31.7 to each 
camp, a loss of 3.66 from last year. 

No..22, 470 members were dropped the past year, an average of 3.4 to each 
camp. : 

No. 23. 88 camps have assisted the Grand Army or Woman’s Relief Corps the 
past year, 49 have not. 

No, 24. The property owned by camps amounts $31,969.10, an average of $230. 
Average last year, $259.02. 

No, 25. The amount of money in all funds of the camps amounts to $11,226.73. 
Average, $80.77. Average last year, $74.02. 

No. 26. The average amount charged for dues is $3.06. Average last year, 
$3.05. 
No. 27. The average amount charged for muster fee, $2.22. Average last year, 


No. 28. 133 special meetings have been held and 116 last year. 

No, 29. 164 brothers have been assisted by 64. camps to the amount of $1402.09, 
an average of $10.09 to each camp in the division 

No. 30. $430.35 has been expended for the relief of veterans or their families by 
28 camps, an average of $3.10 to each camp in the division. 

No, 31. 21 camps have a Ladies’ Aid Society and 5 have a similar organization, 

No. 32. 103 camps are encouraged or aided by the G. A. R. and 34 are not. 
1 camp has no Post connected with it. 

No. 33. 17 camps engage in company drill regularly, 118 do not. 

No. 34. 73 camps are equipped as Infantry, 5 as Cavalry and 1 as Artillery, 
60 camps are not reported in any branch. 

No, 35. 1132 members are armed and equipped and 390 commissioned officers, 
a total of 1522. 

No. 36. 103 camps hold social gatherings for their financial benefit, 34 do not. 

No. 37. The total expense of the inspections to the camps was $153,22, an 
average of $1.11. Total last year, $1.76. 

There are 119 first-class camps, 18 second-class and 2 third-class, with a general 
average of 87.3 per cent., aloss of 4.6 per cent. from last year. This loss is almost 
entirely on the ritualistic work, due to the adoption of the new ritual against which 
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a number of the camps have expressed themselves. The loss in membership is due. 
to the same old malady, a loss of interest caused partly by a lack of study of the 
ritual and therefore of proficiency in the work. 
The following tables have been prepared which may prove of interest : 


CAMPS HAVING PROPERTY VALUED AT $400 OR OVER. 


24 - - - $1300 00 32) 3 - - $427 00 

as - - 1200 00 17 - - - 400 00 
toS - - = 1200 00 a - - 400 00 
64 - es - 1000 00 25S - - 400 00 
87 - : 700 00 33 =O - - 400 00 
go - - 525 00 $5 «Os - - 4G0 00 
i - + 500 00 48 - - - 400 00 
54 - - 500 00 St - - - 400 00 
79 - - - 500 00 92 - - - 400 00 
131 = = 500 00 126 - : = 400 00 

oO - - 450 00 130 - - 400 00 


CAMPS HAVING $200 OR OVER IN FUNDS. 


3 - 5 = $950 00 3 = - < 
11 e = - 750 00 729 = = 2 
520 5 sf 045 13 35 - - - 
Sae - : 494 41 2 = : - 
sh : = 369 25 53 = = 7 

On 3 5 350 00 73: . z 
23 =- 3 = 352 (90 Sie & : 
Shae : C 345 98 Ae 2 ; 


BROTHERS OVER $25. 


90 - = 7° 40 - z t $35 00 

a; = - fore) 116 = a 35 00 
35 = 2 go 17 - - 30 00 

9 - - tele) 87 - G = 30 00 
54 - {ele} 88 = - 30 00 
ai iS - fore} Beas - : 25 16 

6 - 0o Ss S = 25 00 
27 - - 00 55 - - - 25 00 
130 - $ 00 97. = 3 25 00 
73. = 2 00 96 - = = 25 00 
ms - - z 40 00 10S - 5 2 25 00 

RELIEF TO VETERANS. 

47 - - = $50 00 58 - = = S10 oo 
54 - - e 40 00 o5 - = : Io 00 
96° - : ; 31 00 Ev = 3 : 10 00 
88 - 5 - 30 00 59 - 7 s Fo 

ay = - - 25 00 15 - : 2 6 00 
SSP = - - 25 00 86 - - 2 6 00 
4r - - = 25 00 5505 = = 5 00 
89 = a = 25 00 35° z a 4 60 
149 - = = 25 00 52 a 3 4 25 
20 - a i 20 00 S25 ie > ie 3 00 
235 = - = 18 00 Tol - = = 3 00 
39 - - 2 15 00 108 - : E 2 50 
64 - 2 - 15 00 m8 - - 5 2 00 
110 - - + 12 00 SS tac = = I 00 
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ASSISTANT INSPECTORS 1895 


Asa N. Albee, East Douglass. 
A.D. Baker, Waltham. 

Chas. H. Balcom, South Framingham. 
Geo. I. Bennett, Warren. 

Albert C. Blaisdell, Lowell. 
Leslie W. Blanchard, Whitman. 
George L. Bray, Lynn. 

Walter H. Brown, Holyoke. 
Henry A. Bullard, W. Medway. 
Charles A. Bussell, So. Boston. 
Tra Buxton, Andover. 

Howard D. Buzzee, Easthampton. 
John G, Campbell, Lawrence. 
George H. Carpenter, Fairhaven. 
Wm. H. Carter, Whitinsville. 
John H. Cavin, Gloucester. 
George A. Chapin, Stoughton. 
Howard B. Chapin, Springfield. 
George W. Chapman, Jr., Melrose. 
Charles F. Cook, Whitman. 
Orange H. Cook, Melrose. 

L. C. Couch, Taunton. 

Emery Coulter, Needham. 

J. Frank Crane, North Scituate. 
I. M. Crittenden, Northampton. 
Chas, A. Cushman, Abington. 
Wm, O. Cutler, Natick. 

L. S$. Dawes, Hudson, 

Chas. L. Dickinson, No. Brookfield. 
Howard F. Eaton, Cambridge. 
J..Q. Erwin, No. Adams. 

Alton M. Fletcher, Milford. 
Chas. E, Ford, So. Hanson. 
Joseph H. Foster, Randolph. 
Minot P. Garey, E. Weymouth, 
Clifton G. Greenwood, Marlboro. 
John F. Hargraves, Roslindale. 
W. A. Hartshorn, Berlin, 

John A. Haskell, Webster. 

Leslie H. Hendee, Palmer. 

John H. Hinkley, Beverly. 

Fred A. Holmes, Dorchester. 
Melville C. Ifolmes, Quincy. 

C. W. Jackman, Haverhill. 

W. A. Jackson, Lancaster. 
Clarence H. James, New Bedford. 
Wn. E. Jennings, New Bedford. 
Wm. S. Johnson, Wareham. 


| J.D. S 


Charles G. Kelley, Roxbury. 
George W. Knowlton, W. Medford. 
A. Judson Laythe, Clinton, 
Herbert N. Leach, Worcester. 

‘. Lincoln, Hingham, 

Lord, Hyde Park. 

H. A. Lowell, Brockton. 

Herbert A. Mayo, Roslindale. 
Jerome G. McGraw, Hall River. 
Charles A. Meckir 
F. E. Miller, Westminster. 
Warren J. Merriam, W. Boylston. 
George I. Merrill, Medford. 
Fred C. Moore, Littleton. 

Wm. IF. Osborne, Boston. 

Frank H,. Palmer, Groton. 
Arthur E, Parks, Wakefield. 

C. E. Perkins, Shelburne Falls. 
Chas. F. Perkins, Salem. 

S. A. Pickering, Lowell. 

Fred B. Plummer, Taunton. 
Herbert E. Poole, Clinton. 

Geo. A. Pratt, Brighton. 

Dudley B. Purbeck, Salem. 

John M. Richardson, Medfield. 

3. Ellis Ripley, Watertown. 

. N. Roche, Gardiner. 

Charles Schofield, Oxford. 

mour, M.D., Whately. 
W. H. Sherman, Marshfield. 

H. D. Sisson, Pittsfield. 

James C. Smith, Leominster. 

S. K. Smith, Becket. 

Charles E, Souther, Charlestown, 
Fred A. Starkey, Colrain. 

W. A. Stevens, Arlington. 

B. A. Stewart, Pittsfield. 

Rodger S. Sumner, Jamaica Plain. 
E. Leroy Sweetser, Everett. 

H. S. Thompson, Chelsea. 

D. Murray Travis, So. Framingham, 
Edwin F. Tuttle, Uxbridge. 

A. A. Upton, Orange. 

W. R. Waterman, Hanover. 
James T. Wellington, Canton, 
Samuel IL. Wheaton, Manchester. 
E. 11, White, Athol. 


Shelburne Falls. 
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This department has been conducted on a very economical plan this year, and 
out of the appropriation of $50 but .38 was expended as fullow: 


Express, 
Postage, 
Printing, 
Railroad fare, 
Stationery, 
‘Telegrams, 


‘Total, 


k has included the sending of 279 letters, 76 postals, 448 inspec- 
tion blanks, 102 sulars, 133 circular letters, 62 acknowledgments and returning 
135 reports to the camps, 399 letters and postals were received. 

Now, in drawing this extended report to a close I desire to again express my 
indebtedness and thanks to those brothers who have assisted me in my work, and 
also to Commander Bolton and (uartermaster Hannon, whom I have found ever 
ready with their advice and assistance in time of need, for with all of them my 
relations have been exceedingly pleasant, nor would I here forget to acknowledge 
the aid and encouragement T have received from Past Captain Franklin E. James, of 
Camp 35, who has stood at my right hand like a soldier with his rifle throughout the 
r 


With greetings and best wishes to every brother in the old Bay State, this 
report is respectfully submitted by 


Yours sincerely in the work, 
WILLIAM E.. JAMES, 


Division Inspector. 


REPORT OF MUSTERING OFFICER. 
MELRosk, Feb. 21, 1896. 

vt. Suivi, Adjutant Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. 

and Brother: [ have the honor to submit my report as Mustering Officer 

of the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S. A. 
The following camps have been mustered: 

April 15, 1895. Peter Pineo Camp 114, Hyannis; 20 charter members, mustered 
by Comrade S. A. Hinckley of Post No. 204, G. A. R. 

April 24. Myles Standish Camp 115, Duxbury; 22 charter members, mustered 
by Past Captain W. R. Waterman. f 

May 22. Stephen H. Parker Camp rro, Billerica; 15 charter members, mustered 
by Past Col. A. C. Blaisdell. 

June 7. Captain Charles Goss Camp 125, Sterling; 15 charter members, mus- 
tered by Past Captain Judson Laythe. 

June 22. Geo. I. Seaver Camp 126, Whitinsville; 16 charter members, mus- 

tered by Past Captain A, EF. Seagraves. 

June 26. General } son A. Miles Camp 46, Roxbury ; 28 ‘charter members, 
mustered by Mustering Officer O. H Cook. 

July 17. Samuel A. Green Camp 113, Groton; 21 charter members, mustered 
by Mustering Officer O. H. Cook. 

Aug. 20. A. A. Gage Camp 134, Monson; 34 charter members, mustered by 
Mustering Officer O. H. Cook. 

Sept. 9. C. W. Cross Camp 136, Palmer; 15 charter members, mustered by 
Mustering Officer O. H. Cook. 

Dec. 6. Roland E Bowen Camp 7, Millbury; 24 charter members, mustered by 
Past Captain H. F. Leach. 
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Jan. 27, 1896. W.C. Plunkett Camp 97, Adams; 26 charter members, mustered 
by S. V. Division Commander II. D. Sisson. 

Number of camps, . Z z 6 z f a IL 

Number of charter members, . Z . 4 228 

There are good prospects of several new camps in the near future. 

There has been mailed from and received, at this department, during my 
term of office nearly two hundred letters to Posts of the G.A.R. and Camps. 

Our relations with the G. A. R. have been very pleasant during the year. 
Several mem! ers of that organization have assisted in organizing camps and in 
many ways have given valuable assistance. 

To all the brothers who have so kindly assisted me in my work I desire to 
express my sincere thanks. 

At the Thirteenth Encampment the sum of Fifty dollars was voted to the 
Mustering Officer’s department, and I would recommend : 

Recommendation No. 1. That the sum of Fifty dollars be voted to the Mus- 
tering Officer’s department to be expended under the direction of the Div 
Commander, 


Respectfully submitted in F.C. & L., 
ORANGE UL. COOK, 
Division Mustering Ojficer. 


REPORT OF DIVISION CHAPLAIN. 


HANovER, Feb. 21, 1896. + 


GILBert’ H. Surru, Adjutant Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S. A. 

Sir and Brother: I have the honor to submit the following report of this 
office for the past year. 

Compared with the Chaplain’s report of last year this report shows a 
decrease in membership, but at the same time the percentage of brothers par- 
ticipating in the services of Memorial Sunday and Memorial Day is somewhat 
increased, although it is not yet what it should be. All but three camps attended 
Memorial Sunday services, yet forty-six per cent. of the brothers in the Division 
failed to report, and on Memorial Day only two camps failed to perform their 
duty, but we find that twenty-nine per cent. of the members of the Division are 
unaccounted for, 

From the foregoing it seems to me that there are still many brothers in the 
Division who fail to understand the first principles of our Order. Otherwise 
they would not fail to be in the ranks with their camps on these two occasions, 
when we should, if ever, strive to show our devotion to Veterans and the Grand 
Army of the Republic. 

Some camps apparently do not realize the importance of the Chaplain’s 
report. It is this report alone which shows the manner in which we are per- 
forming our duty on Memorial Day, and Captains should see that Chaplains 
attend to this duty promptly. 

While as a rule camps sent in their reports promptly, I am compelled to ay 
that some were not received for several weeks, and it was only after writing 
innumerable letters myself, and finally invoking the aid of Commander Holton, 
who wrote personally to the Captains, that all reports were received, barely in 
time to get the consolidated report to the Chaplain-in-Chief before the expira- 
tion of time in which reports would be received. 

The first report received was from Camp 117, handed me in the aftern on 
of Memorial Day, the next from Camp 86, received at 6.30 p.M., of the same day. 

Reports were received from the following camps the morning of the Bist: 
2, 8, 10, 23, 25, 26, 28, 33, 48, 49, 52, 54, 62, 6», 67, 68, 74, 75, 76, 80, 8 , 88, 08, 
115, 118, 124, 127, 128, 129, 139, 148. 

Most of the remaining camps were heard from on the afternoon of the Bsty 
and the next day. 
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Camp 47, as is its custom, issued a special Memorial Day circular and I 
think this example might well be followed by other camps 
‘The consolidated report as forwarded to the Chaplain-in-Chief is as follows : 


Number of camps reporting, - - - - = = 139 
se “ not reporting, — - - : - s 3 ° 
Percentage of camps reporting, — - - = - = = 100 


Number of brothe 


s belonging to camps, - - - - - 4628 
“in line Memorial Day, - - - z = 


oe “ armed in line Memorial Day, - = = : 
we “ uniformed Memorial Day, - . a =) 
“firing squads furnished, z : 5 - - 
a resses by members of $ = - = 3 = 


& brothers attending Memorial Sunday s: - - 2 
& of camps observing Union Defender’s S q 6 
e funerals attended by camps in a body, 2 ; 1 
= funerals attended by camps in a body, =: - 3 
bi burial s conducted by camps, - - 4 
iG burial s conducted by camps, : - - 12 
& camps using Memorial Service .\, - - - - 6 
“ « “ - . . eS 2 15 


Before closing this report a few words may be in order, in regard to the 
observance of Union Defender’s Day. ‘ 

The circular issued by Chaplain-in-Chief Cole leaves no instructions in 
regard to what is expected of us on that occasion necessary. 

In 1894 our Division led in the observance of the Day with 60 camps, and 
in, £95 we held second place with 36 camps holding services. 

With a form of service such as we now have it is hoped that in the future, 
more, if not all the camps, will observe this day in a fitting manner. 


Respectfully submitted in F.C. & L., 
W. R. WATERMA 
Division Chaplain. 


REPORT OF DIVISION SURGEON. 
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:, Mas 


Feb. 21, 1896. 
GILBERT FL. SMrrit, 2} 


Adjutant Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. 


Sir and Brother: Thave the honor to submit the following report for the 
term ending February 21, 1896. This department has, during the term just 
ending, consolidated and filed two complete reports with the Surgeon-General. 
The cause of the second report being a change in the date of making these 
reports to National ITeadquarters, said change being made after the report of 


May 1, had been filed. These reports are therefore designated as No. 1 and No. 
2, respectively : 
REPORT NUMBER ONE. 

It is with pleasure that Tam enabled to present a complete report without a 
camp missing. Notwithstanding this, I should fail in my duty to this Division, 
and my ors in this office, did I not call attention to the careless manner 
in which these reports were compiled by the camp officers, and their negligence 
in forwarding them. More than yo per cent. were incorrect, and although 


special attention was called to question No. 1 (Number of members mustered), 
more than thirty camps failed to answer the question, or answered it incorrectly, 
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and fourteen camps were delinquent in forwarding reports. Report No. 1 was 
filed with Surgeon-General E. Weldon Young, Seattle, Wash., May 1, 1896, as 
follows : 


1 No. Members mustered.....- 10757 | 19 No. of Clergymen . 17 
2 No. in good standing........ 4475 | 20 No. of Physicians 30 
3 No. in State Militia.......-. 185 | 21 No. of Lawy ae 31 
4 No. in U.S. Army. 2 1 | 22 No. of Teachers... 0... 02+ 20 
5 No. in U.S. Navy. : 4 0 | 23 No. of Literary Men .... 23 
6 No. of deaths withinone year. 30 | 24 No. of Artists. 14 
7 No. cases of sickness 25 No. of Merchants. . 248 
8 No. of injuries .... 26 No. of Farmers........ ee) 
9 Total number of wee! 27 No.of Clerks and Book-keepers 643 
bility of all members: 28 No. of Mechanics. - + 1342 
From sickness. .. : 29 No. of Printer 73 
Fromanjury 4 secs.» +» 234 | 30 No. of Students ....-=. ot A 
1o No, of members able to bear 3! No. of Salesmen.... -...- 180 
arms ..... Pia ashes 32 No. of ‘Telegraph Operators. 20 
11 No. of members 4 33 No. of Miner : 3 
years of age..... 138 | 34 No. of Skilled Labore 329 
12 Age of oldest member....... 80 | 35 No. of Laborers ........ 529 
13 Average age of all memb 27 | 36 No. of R.R. Conductors 32 
14 No. of unmarried members . . 2291 | 37 No. of [:ngineers . . 5 
15 No. of widowers....... .-. 61 | 38 No. of Musician 2 
16 No. of married member 2126 | 39 Miscellaneous........- oe 4S) 
17 No. of foreign born. . 4o No. of Camps in Division ... 13} 
18 No. of G.A.R. membe 41 No. Camps reporting........ 13 


i REPORT NUMBER TWO. 

This report, like its predecessor is complete, every camp reporting. It was 
hoped that the value of the experience gained by some of the Camp Officers in 
compiling the first report would tend to make this report a model of perfection; 
but, while Tam pleased to note a decrease in the number of incorrect reports, 
yet in many instances Camp Officers again repeated the errors in the previous 
report and the number of delinquent reports was greater. 48 camps failed 
to answer the first question altogether. Brothers, for such carelessness and 
negligence in the majority of cases there is no reasonable excuse, and it ought 
not to exist, as it greatly increases both the work and expense of this department. 
While I deeply regret the necessity of commenting upon this matter to such an 
extent, [ feel that the good of our Order demands that it receive attention. 
Brothers, let us profit by the lessons of the past and see that this grand Division 
of Massachusetts shall in the future be the Banner Division in this department 
as well as oth 


Report No. was filed with Surgeon-General Dr. Daniel S. Gardner, 
Massillon, Ohio, Feb, ro, 1896, as follows : 


No. of members mustered, including charter members............... 11350 
1 No. of members in good stand- 10 Age of oldest member....... 81 
IDG stipes ar'slsih Sth ajeh wesvouteaye 4524 | 11 Average age of all members . 273¢ 
2 No. members mustered since . of widowers 75 
last report .. 549 . of married membe: 2124 
3 No. in State Militia.........  t94 . of unmarried members .. 2325 
4 No. in U Army..... heya 3 . of deaths within one year 20 
§ No.in U.S. Navy.......... 3 . of cases of sickness during 
6 No. of G.A, R. members.... 54 the year. 204 
7 Total number of drilled men. 1331 | 17 No. of injuries during year.. 46 
8 No.members able tobeararms 4208 | 18 Total No. weeks disability .. 
g No. members over 45 years of From sickness... --- see 1927, 
UEC a ais Sigatty tes Mat emis este beste 144 From injury . 6: 


REPORT OF 


1g No. camps paying funeral 

EN oe No. of Salesmen.... 
o. of Clerks and Boo 
. of Elect 
. of Telegraph Opera: 
. of Mechanics 


20 No,camps paying sick benefits 
Average amount 
21 No.’camps engaged in regular 


29 . of Engineers 
22 a7, . of RAR Co! 
23  CIETZYMEN we ween 16 cf Printers... .. 
24 . of Physicians ... 30 . of Sailors. . 
25 . of Dentists 12 . of Farmers .. 
26 No. of Attorney 27 | of Miners... .... : 
27 No. of ‘Teache 26 | No. of Skilled Laborers 
28 No. of Students ... : nie 72. 44 No. of Laborers 
29 No, of Artists and Draughts- 45) ellaneous sisi SAS) 
MENS os 37 | 46 No. of Came JON Gaye, wee) 
30 No. of Mus 57 | 47 No. of Camps reporting . 142 


In conclusi s y sincere appreciation of the encourage- 
ment and assistance which | have received from the Division Commander, and 
the pleasant and courteous treatment which has been accorded me by the 
members of his staff and the brothers of this Division. 

Respectfully submitted in F.C. & L., 
A. A. UPTON, 
Diotsion Surgeon. 


REPORT OF SENIOR VICE-DIVISION COMMANDER. 


PrrrsrieLp, February 21, 1896. 


Frep EK. Bowron, Commander, 

Dear Sir and Brother: While I have not found the duties of my office 
arduous, consisting principally in assisting to maintain thedignity of the Division, 
I may say that I have endeavored to perform that part of my duty, and 
oftentimes the extent of my physical capacity has been taxed to its utmost in 
order to properly represent the Di ect. 

In the section over which I have had the most direct supervision, we have 
to report the loss of one camp at Gt. Barrington, whose membership had 
dwindled to less than the quorum limit, and their charter was surrendered at 
my instigation. There was a matter of about $35 left in the treasury, which has 
been placed in the hands of D. G. Anderson Post, in trust, to be used for the 
benefit of a new camp should one be mustered within three years. 

We have overcome this loss by the muster of W. C. Plunkett Camp 97, at 
Adams, with a charter membership of twenty-six. A movement has been started 
for a new camp at Williamstown, but as yet no decided information can be 
given as to the probable outcome of this cast 

Respectfully submitted in F.C. & L., 
H. D. SISSON, 
_ Senior Vice-Commander. 


REPORT OF JUNIOR VICE-DIVISION COMMANDER. 


CANTON, February 21, 1896. 
Frep BoLvon, Commander Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans. 
Sir and Brother: T have nothing of a special nature to offer as my report. 
I have been content to wear the proud title of Junior-Vice Division Commander 
in a dignified manner, endeavoring to perform the duties assigned to me in an 
impartial and upright manner, ever bearing in mind the importance of the duties 
incumbent upon my position, and the standing of the Massachusetts Division. 
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Speaking for the camps in my section of the Division, I can assure you that 
the camps in general enjoy a high standing of excellence, and in cases where 
there seems to be a lack of enthusiasm, it is evident to me that they do not lack 
in the general patriotism and zealousness which characterizes their more 
fortunate sister camps who can lay claim to larger memberships and surplus of 
funds. I take this opportunity, Mr. Commander, to extend to you my sincere 
thanks for your kindly consideration of my services and to congratulate you on 
your excellent record. 
Very respectfully submitted in F.C. & L. 
H. FRANK WILLIAMSON, 
Juntor-Vice Drotston Commander, 


REPORT OF DIVISION COUNCIL. 
RECORD OF MEETINGS. 
Bosvon, March 9, tSys5. 


The first meeting of the Division Council was held at the American House 
at 7.45 this evening, all present. 

The Councii organized with Past Commander Daniel FP. Goulding as 
chairman, and Past Captain 1). Murray Travis as clerk. 

Division Quartermaster ‘I. J. Hannon made an informal statement as to 
supplies received from the retiring Quartermaster. 7 

There was received from the retiring commander the sum of S14( 
was receipted for. In estimated bills there was the sum of $128.7 
about $18.00 cash on hand. 

The Quartermaster then read the itemized bills. 

Commander Bolton made a statement about certain misdemeanors of some 
of the brothers of the Division, committed the first night of the convention at 
the American House, upon the third floor, whereby property of a hotel employee 
was damaged to the amount of $15.00. It was voted that the bill of Col. Keéler 
for the damage be paid. q 

Voted that the Division Council recommend to the Division Comman- 
der, that he-take necessary steps to ascertain who committed these 
depredations. 

‘The matter of printing the official report of the Encampment was discussed 
and it was voted that the Division Commander be empowered to cut from the 
report all speeches and such matter not pertaining to the actual business of the 
Encampment as he thinks necessary. 

After paying the bill of Col. Keeler, the Quartermaster was left with about 
$3-00 on hand. 

The council adjourned at 9 P.M. 


5, which 
» leaving 


D. MURRAY TRAVIS, 
Clerk, 
Aug. 10, 1895. 
The second meeting of the Division Council was held at the American 
House this evening for the purpose of auditing the books of the Quartermaster, 
Members Goulding and Travis present. 
The books of the Quartermaster were audited and the council found: 
Cash on hand August 1, 1895, 3 S619 65 


Boson, 


Supplies “ : a : 4 . 126 52 
Division property on hand August 1, 1895, P . z 100 00 
‘Total, $847 17 


This made a very fine showing for four months, as evidenced by the fact 
that the present administration started with a balance of about $2 on the 
wrong side of the ledger. 
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The Division Commander made a statement of the membership and work 
of the Divisi howing favorable progress. The commander also read a letter 
from George S. Evans, Secretary, extending thanks for the $50 donation of the 
Division to the Soldier's Home at Chelsea, given by vote of the Division 
Encampment. 

Adjourned at 10.05 0. M. 


DD. MURRAY TRAVIS, 


Clerk. 
[Copy of letter from George S. Evans.] 


OF TILE SOLDIER’S HOME IN MAS 
OFFICE OF S 


THE TRU 


ACHUSETTS. 


SCRETARY, 
113 Devonshire St., Boston, June 6, 1896. 
Frep EK. Bowron, Esa. 
Commander Massachusetts Division, Sous of Veterans. 

Dear Sir: At a meeting of the Board of ‘Trustees of the Soldier’s Home in 
Massachusetts, I was directed to return to you and through you to the brothers 
of your Order in this commonwealth, the sincere thanks of the Board for your 
gift of $50 for the benefit of the Soldier’s Home. 

~ The Trustees appreciate your interest in the Home and hope it will always 
continue. 


Yours in F.C. & L. 
GEO. S. EVA 


Secretary. 


S, 


Boston, Jan. 25, 1896. 
The third meeting of the Division Council was held at the American House 
this evening. Brothers Goulding, Cook and Travis present. 
The books of the Quartermaster were audited and the council found: 


Cash on hand Jan. 1,.1896, . a Y “ a . $587 85 
Supplies “ i e : : : : : 150 42 
Division property on hand Jan. 1, 1896, "i Z E 3 100 00 

‘Total, $838 27 


Acting in accordance with the request of the Council. Division Commander 
Bolton had taken steps towards securing Faneuil Hall for the Fourteenth Annual 
Encampment of the Division, and he reported to the Council that an order had 
been passed by the City Government, giving the use of the hall day and evening 
Feb, 21-22, 1896, the usual fee being waived. 3 

Moved and Voted, that the Annual Encampment be held in Faneuil Hall 
February 21 and 22. 

Moved and Voted, that the Convention be called to order by the Division 
Commander at 2 P. M., February 21. 

It was Voted that it was the sense of the Council that the Division Com- 
mander proceed with the necessary arrangements for a banquet, to be held under 
the auspices of the Massachusetts Division on the evening of Friday, February 21. 

Adjourned at 10 P.M. 


D. MURRAY TRAVIS, 
Clerk. 
, mes Boston, Feb. 21, 1896. 
Division Council held its final meeting at 1.15 to-day at the American House, 
members Goulding and Travis present. 
The records of the three previous meetings were read and approved. 
The Council voted to appropriate $50 for entertainment of Commander-in- 
Chief during his stay at the Fourteenth Annual Convention. 


SEDINGS OF THE FOURTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT. 


36 PROC 


The books of the Quartermaster were audited and found correct to date. 
They showed: 


Cash on hand, : : 3 $521 63 
Supplies on hand, : c y a , a 146 00 
Division property . % ai . 5 100 00 

Total, $767 63 


It may not be out of place in this connection, to commend (Quartermaster 
Hannon for the fine set of books kept by him and for the manner in which he 
has conducted the business of his office. 


1), MURRAY TRAVIS, 
Clerk. 
DANIEL F. GOULDING, 
CHARLES F, COOK, 
D. MURRAY TRAVIS, 
Division Counctl. 


Judge Advocate Holbrook reported that there had been no legal complica- 
tions, and he therefore had no special report to present. 

There being no “unfinished business” on the records, communications from 
camps were called for. One communication from Camp 18 was presented and 
referred to the Committee on Resolutions. 

No communications were offered by individuals. 

The reports of committees were necessarily delayed until the committees 
met and organized. 

Upon motion by Past Col. Sargent, seconded by Captain Richards, of 
Camp 36, it was voted that the Encampment take a recess until 4.45 o’clock, or 
until the earlier arrival of the Commander-in-Chief. 

During the interval, a communication was received from the Commander-in- 
Chief asking to be excused from attendance until the evening banquet at the 
American House. 

Upon motion by Captain Selden of Camp 82, seconded by Past Captain 
De Leon, of the same camp, it was voted that the request of the Commander- 
in-Chief be granted, and that the convention adjourn until ten o’clock Saturday 
morning, February 22. 

Tn accordance with this motion the convention adjourned at 4.50 0’clock P.M. 


SECOND DAY. 
MORNING SESSION. 


Sarurpay, Feburary 22, 1896. 
Division Commander Bolton called the Encampment to order at 10 minutes 
past 10 o’clock. Adjutant Smith called the roll of officers, all of them being 
present, with the exception of Brother Cook of the Division Council. 


RECEPTION OF COM MANDER-IN-CHIEF. 


The roll-call of members of the Encampment was suspended in order that 
the Convention might receive Commander-in-Chief William H. Russell, Chaplain- 
in-Chief Rev. Frederick Bradford Cole, and Past Col. W. Scott Oberdorf, of New 
York, who were presented at the altar. These distinguished guests were cordially 
welcomed by Commander Rolton and escorted to seats on the platform. 

‘The roll-call was then completed. 


. and purp: 


REPORT OF COMMITT 


MEMBERS OF PRESS ADMITTED. 


Commander Bolton: “I understand that there are representatives of the 
press in waiting, and the suggestion has been made and I can see no objection, 
if the Encampment is agreeable, to admitting them to the floor, We area 
deliberative body, we have no particular secret session, and the better newspaper 
accounts we can get, the more advertising our Order will have. The chair will 
await a motion to that effect. 

Upon motion by Brother A. D. Bullock, Camp 106, seconded by Past Capt. 
Clay, of Camp 82, it was voted t the representatives of the press be admitted. 

The Adjutant reported that two hundred and fifty (250) members of the 
Encampment had answered to the roll-call. 


GREETINGS FROM LADIES’ AID SOCIETY. 
Commander Bolton: “ Just at this time I recognize the Mustering Officer, 
he has some message to deliver, I believe.” ‘The Mustering Officer, Bro. Cook, 
then handed the following m re to the Commander: 


TI EADQUARTERS OF LADIES’ Alb Societ 
MASSACHUSETTS DIVISION, 
AUNILIARY TO SONS OF V ANS, U.S.A. 
RATHBORN HAL, No. Goo WASHINGTON St. 
Bosron, Mass., February 22, 1896. 
Mr. Frep FE. Boiron, Commander of the Sons of Veterans, U.S. A. 

Dear Brother: We extend to you, and through you, to the members of your 
Encampment, our heartfelt grectings, trusting that the golden links of Fraternity, 
Charity and Loyalty may bind you as one body, inseparably united in thought 
and action, May the sweet messenger of Peace spread its wings over you, and 
her twin sister Harmony, shed that radiance which springs from honest hearts 
May wisdom prevail. Permit us to proffer to you, the Sons of 
achusetts, in Convention assembled, the good will and best 


Veterans of Me 


wishes of every member of our noble Order. 
Again wishing you a pleasant session, we are, sincerely and fraternally yours, 


Mrs. LILLIAN F. BURNHAM, Springfield, Chatrman. 
SER, Worcester. 


Accompanying the above message was a handsome basket of flowers, the card 
being inscribed as follows: —*Presented by the Ladies’ Aid Society, Division of 
Massachusetts. 

Commander Bolton then said: I presume that it is unnecessary to say many 
words in accepting the greetings of the Ladies’ Aid Sucieties through their Committee, 
represented by Mustering Officer Cook ; but it would be proper that the Convention 
return some suitable greeting. I will say, however, that I congratulate the ladies on 
the excellent taste that they have displayed in this matter. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS. 
Past Col. Charles K. Darling, Chairman of the Committee on Officers’ Reports, 
reported for that Committee as follows :— 
Bosron, February 21, 1896* 
Members of the Fourteenth Annual Encampment, of the Massachusetts Division, Sons 
of Veterans, U. S. A. 


Your Committee on Officers’ Reports beg leave to present the following: In 
passing, we are pleased to note the general excellence of the reports submitted to us; 
their neatness and comprehensiveness, and the marked ability of the various officials 
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as revealed therein. We feel that the Division is to be congratulated upon the 
faithful and efficient work of its servants during the past year, and the clear-cut 
presentation of the same, as embodied in their reports. 

We find recommendations contained in the reports of the Division Commander, 
the Adjutant and the Mustering Officer, and append a list of these recommendations 
with the action of your Committee in relation thereto: 


Report oF Diviston CoMMANDER. 


Recommendations. 


0.1. That the incoming Division Commander be authorized by this Encamp- 
ment to continue the plan now in force, of receiving voluntary subscriptions for the 
purpose of securing a stand of colors. Also, that the amount already contributed be 
held as a separate fund for this purpose. 

Committee recommends its adoption, 


No. 2, That the Massachusetts Division purchase a dormitory in the Horace 
Binney Sargent Hall, of the Soldiers’ Hlome in Massachusetts. 
Committee recommends its adoption. 


. 3. That this Encampment as every member in good standing the sum 
of twenty cents, the same to be paid by the camps pro-ratio, m addition to the 
regular per capita tax, March 31, 1896; the camps collect said assessment from their 
members in addition to the amount charged for annual dues. 

Committee recommends its adoption. 


No. 4. That the supervision and care of said dormitory be under the direction 
of a Special Commission of Five, to be elected by this Encampment for terms 
ranging from one to tive years, so that, hereafter, one member will be elected at each 
Encampment for a term of five years. 

The duties ot sion shall be to devise means for the proper main- 
tenance of the dormitory and provide all needed articles for its equipment. 

‘The Division Commander shall be a member of this commission ex-officio, 

Furthermore, all funds accredited to the dormitory, shall be held by the 
Division Quartermaster and disbursed under the direction of said commission, proper 
vouchers for all expenditures being provided. 

Committee recommends its adoption. 


No. 5. Vhat the incoming Division Commander be allowed One Ilundred 
Dollars ($100) for clerk hire. 

Committee recommends its adoption, 

No. 6. That the sum of One Hundred Dollars annually paid, as the contribution 
of this division to the “ Andersonville Flag Fund,” be reduced to Twenty-five 
Dollars, ($25.) ' : 

Committee recommends its adoption. 


No. 7. That the sum of Fifty Dollars ($50), annually appropriated as a donation 
to the Soldiers’ Home, be increased to One [Iundred Dollars ($100), and that said 
sum be disbursed under the direction of the commission provided in Recommendation 
No. 4 if the same is adopted, otherwise the amount shall be paid direct to the 
Superintendent of the Soldiers’ [Lome in Massachusetts. 

Committee recommends tts adoption. 


No. 8. That this Encampment, by suitable resolutions, extend to the Comman- 
dery-in-Chief, an invitation to hold its Sixteenth Annual Session (1897) in the City 
of Boston. Also, that proper committees from this Division, be designated to arrange 
the details there«f. 

Committee recommends its adoption. 

No. 9. That a committee of three be selected as representatives of this 
Encampment, to confer with the proper officers of the Ladies’ Aid Society and the 
Daughters of Veterans, for the purpose of advocating the consolidation of said 
organizations with the Womans’ Relief Corps. 

Committee recommends its adoption. 
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Report or ADJUTANT. 
Recommendation. 

That there be appropriated by this Encampment,a sum sufficient to purchase 
the necessary D ptive Book, and that there be also appropriated, a sum sufficient 
to copy and correct the records from the Camp Descriptive Books. 

Committee recommends that the matter be referred to the incoming Commander 
with full power to act in the premises. 


Rerort OF MUSTERING OFFICER. 
Recommendation. 
That the sum of Fifty Dollars ($50,) Le appropriated to the Mustering Officers’ 
Department to be expended under the direction of the Division Commander. 
Committee recommends its adoption. 
Respectfully submitted, 
CHAS. K. DARLING, 
WILLIAM A. STEVENS, 
LEONARD C, COUCH, 
Id. Hi. \WCOTE,, 
H. S. THOMPSON. 
munittee on Off 


Reports. 
Division FLac Fuxp. 


Upon motion by Past Col. Darling, Recommendation No. 1 of the Division 
Commander’s Report was adopted by the Convention. 


Sotpiers’ Home Dormirory 

The reading of Recommendation No, 2 brought out a question as to how the 
dormitory*in the Soldiers’ Home was to be maintained, to which Past Col. Darling 
replied that Recommendation No, 3 would probably answer the question. Recom- 
mendations 2, 3 and 4 were then read at the suggestion of Commander Bolton, by 
Past Col. Darling. 

After considerable discussion it was voted, upon motion by Past Capt. Bray, 
seconded by Delegate Lovejoy, Camp 2, and Capt. Pickering, Camp 78, that the 
Convention adopt the Recommendations 2, 3 and 4 as a whole. 

Bro. Hannibal, of Camp 8, Salem, made a motion (which was lost, ayes 13 
nays 156,) that the assessment made by the adoption of Recommendation N: 
increased from twenty to twenty-live cents a member. 

Past Col. Darling: ‘I would like to state, for the information of the Encamp- 
ment, that the expense connected with this matter has been figured at twenty cents 
per capita. The amount thus raised will be $894.80, and the sum required is $700, 
which leaves $194.80 above the sum required to purchase the dormitory.” 

Commander Bolton: “In figuring this matter the Commander got it down to 
the basis where he thought it would just about bring the money that was needed. 
We should not ask our members for any more than we actually need. However, I 
have no objections to increasing the assessment if the Convention so desires.” 

Capt. Tuttle, Camp 18: “I would like to ask if the committee has considered 
how that twenty cents can be collected. It seems to me that an additional twenty 
or twenty-five cents would make it hard for the camps to collect; perhaps some camps 
might well take it out of their regular due: 

Commander Bolton: Well, the idea is, that this amount could be collected in 
the same manner as the regular dues and could be charged to the account of the 
members; and failure to pay that amount would render them under the same 
discipline as failure to pay their dues.” 

At the suggestion of Past Capt. Jackman, Camp 129, the matter was decided by 
a rising vote, the result being as before stated, that the motion to increase the assess- 
ment to twenty-five cents was lost. 

Past Col. Stevens: “ Brothers, T hope this will not come toa vote until you 
have all given it your kind consideration, This is a matter in which I think every 
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member of our Order in Massachusetts should not only be deeply interested, but 
should feel a deep pride. This matter of doing some practical work, something 
which will show our earnestness and our determination to be of assistance to the veteran 
in his declining years, is something which we should carefully consider. I do not 
believe there is in this hall one brother, who would not willingly go into his pocket 
for twenty cents, or twenty-five cents at any time to achieve th object. As T under- 
stand this recommendation from the Division Commander, his idea is, that the camps 
pay this twenty cents per member at the same time they pay the per capita tax for 
the quarter ending March 31, in order that the Division may go to work at once and 
secure that dormitory, which, if I understand rightly, we must secure very soon, 
otherw other parties may take it up. The camps to collect this twenty cents per 
I ber, in order that every member in our Order in Massachusetts may feel that he 
has contributed his mite towards the purchase of that dormitory. I have no doubt, 
Brothers, and I think you will agree with me, that were it a matter of popular 
subscription, the money might be raised, but we wish to make this a popular 
subscription in every sense of the word, and so the Division Commander has 
recommended that each member pay to his camp the sum of twenty cents, and the 
camp pay the sum in an entirety at the close of the quarter March 31, that the money 
may be forthcoming without delay. 1 certainly hope, Brothers, that this motion 
prevail, and that the report of the committee endorsing the recommendations of 
the Division Commander will be adopted.” [Applause. ] 

Capt. Selden, Camp 82, said: “Iam here in behalf of Camp $2. Certainly if 
this extra assessment is taxed upon the members, some of them cannot pay it. J am 


not working myself, I cannot pay twenty cents myself, so T hope that the motion 
will not prevail.” 


Bro. Howland, Camp $1: “Tam somewhat in doubt as to the meaning of the 
recommendation concerning the collection of this money. Tam heartily in favor of 
the object to be attained. It is following, yet in a larger degree, the coufse pursued 
some time since by the camp of which I have the honor to be a member —Camp 81 
of Chelsea. IF it is to be collected I suppose the money must be had all at once, 
practically, and I would like to know. whether or not it is the object of the 
recommendation to collect it as a per capita tax, so as to rather bind the camps to 
the extent of twenty cents per member, or bind the individual members of the several 
camps. Of course much delay would necessarily follow such a collection, while 
little would follow its collection if it were assessed as a per capita tax. I trust that 
the latter plan is the one to be followed. ‘The object is so worthy a one and s0 
important to us, that I think there can be few dissenting voices in this convention 
from the general proposition, however we may differ in detail as to how it should be 
accomplished. I hope it will be assessed asa per capita tax, then the money will 
be forthcoming, and if any camp finds itself unable to pay, that is a subject that we 
can deal with at the proper time and m the proper manner, and I know no difficulty 
will be occasioned from that source.” [Applause.] 


Bro. Tillson, Camp 17: “T would like to say, Mr. Commander, that it is very 
hard work in Camp 17 to get the dues, to say nothing about charging the members 
twenty cents. We are supporting brothers, past captains and others in that camp 
and paying their dues to keep them along, brothers who have not done any work 
for more than a year. When you come to try to get twenty cents out of those 
brothers, you cannot do it. I should like to see it drawn from the camp treasury, 
and if a camp has a right to take it from their treasury and send it to headquarters 
to support this good cause, it can be done, but as to assessing it, you are only going 
to add on to the indebtedness of the member twenty cents more than his debt is 
now. I should say that there ought to be an amendment to the motion, ‘that each 
camp send twenty cents for each brother in good standing, to the division head- 
quarters.’ ” 


Past Col. Darling: “A fair construction of this recommendation certainly leaves 
it in the option of any camp to pay the amount required out of its treasury, if they 
see fit. They are held to pay to the Division this sum of twenty cents for each 
member, and they can raise it as they see fit.” 


REPORTS OF COMMIT 
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Capt. Campbell, Camp 115: “We find it hard work to collect our dues, and I 
think if there was a clause put in that motion so that the amount could be taken out 
of the treasury of the camps, and not assessed on the members, that it would be 
carried.” ‘ 

Commander Bolton: * Will the brothers allow me to explain? ‘There isn’t any 
thing in the recommendation that says that camps cannot take this amount out of 
their treasuries; that is the intention. It says that the camps shall pay it to the 
ivision; collect it from the members afterward if you wish to.” 

Bro. Larkum, Camp 73: “I move the previous question.” 

Past Capt. Clay, Camp $2, made a point of order that the previous question bad 
not been called for properly, which point was sustained by Commander Bolton, 
who further said that every brother who desired to do so, should be allowed to 
express his sentiments on the subject before the convention. : 

Past Capt. Clay: “The idea is very good, (the recommendation of the com- 
mittee,) but as has been said by members on this floor, we are not all rich camps. 
And then another thing I would like to ask, do they draw the color line at the 
Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea as is done in the hotels in Boston. I am willing to do all 
Tecan for the Grand Army, for they did a great deal for me, but with a camp like 
Camp 82, which has_brothers in it who are not working, and the other part do not 
get much pay, how in the name of common sense are you going to collect that 
assessment ? [Laughter.] Now, I really hope that the resolution will pass in the way 
that Brother Howland, of Chelsea has suggested, and I hope that every member of 
this Order before voting will stop and think, ‘Am I working? Is my camp on a good 
financial basis? Where are they going to get the money to pay their assessments 2?” 

Bro. ILowland, Camp S81: “flow many members has your camp, Brother Clay?” 

Past Capt. Clay: ‘Twenty-eight.” j 

Bro, Howland: “Mr. Commander, if his camp cannot pay the assessment, if 
they will send the bill to me, I will. [Loud Applause.] q . 

Capt. Pickering of Camp 78: “T would like to say Mr. Commander, that I think 
there is quite a deal of discussion here that is needless. I think that this is one of 
the most graceful and honest recommendations that I ever heard coming from a 
Division Commander in this state. [Applause.] And I want to say here, regardless 
of how you vote, if there isa Son of a Veteran in this hall, o¢ in this state, who 1s 
not willing to go into his pocket for twenty cents in support of this object, he had 
better take his departure from this organization. [Applause.] _ It is not necessary for 
us to stand here and argue where the money is coming from. If we cannot get 
twenty cents out of our own pockets, I hope we have friends who will lend us that 
twenty cents. Now I hope that there will not be any more talk on this question, but 
that the recommendation will pass, whether it is for twenty cents or one dollar. I 
am prepared to stand here and say, as a Commander of Farragut Camp, that I am 
willing to pledge ten dollars outside of the twenty cents per member for that camp, 
if necessary. [Applause.] | , ’ ; 

The previous question being called for, on the adoption of the committee's 
recommendation, the question was put, and Recommendations 2, 3 and 4 of the 
Division Commander were declared unanimously adopted. 


CLERICAL APPROPRIATIO. 


Recommendation No. 5 was read and on motion by Past Col. Darling, was 
adopted. 


ANDERSONVILLE FLAG FUND. 


Recommendation No. 6 was then read in conjunction with Recommendation 
o 7. Cul. Darling for the committee, moved the adoption of both of these 
recommendations. A lengthy discussion followed this motion as follows: 

Past Capt. Murphy, Camp 133: “As I have listened to the recommendation as it 
has been read by our honorable brother, when I look at it that we shall allow one 
hundred dollars to be appropriated for the Soldiers’ Home, whereas we have been 
paying fifty dollars, and we have been appropriating money year after year for the 


42 PROCEEDINGS OF THE FOURTE 


iNUH AN 


UAL ENCAMPMENT, 


Andersonville fund, I think that I voice the sentiments of the brothers pres 
members of the Grand Army, when I say, that if we turn around and fifty 
dollars, or twenty-five dollars, you might say, from the Andersonville Flag Fund, we 
will be doing an injustice to the unknown dead. Mr. Commander, while | beheve 
that the appropriation to the Soldiers’ Home should be increased I do not believe 
that the flags, or the amount of money that has been appropriated in past years to 
purchase them, should be decreased now. And I sincerely trust that such a 
recommendation will not pass, but that the one hundred dollars, or fifty dollars will 
stand as an item, or any amount, to recognize the unknown dead.” 

Past Col Darling: “I will state for the committee, that the evidence before us 
was of such a nature as to lead us to believe that, for some years back, all the flags 
necessary had been sent South.” ; 

Commander Bolton: “This Encampment formerly contributed the flags, but as 
we were requested to send cash donatious afterwards, because they had an extra 
stock of flags, money was better for them. And if the Chair can be allowed to 
explain a little further the cons'stency of his recommendation, I would say that 
Massachusetts is one of the very few divisions of the Sons of Veterans that recognize 
this fund, and, as I said yesterday, I believe that the living veteran is entitled to 
some recognition, and I think that the dead veteran, while his memory should be 
revered, is pretty well off; he has no pains or troubles; and as this division is 
practically the only one contributing to this fund, why let some of the other divisions 
do something and let us take care of our interests at home. 

Past Capt. Pearson, Camp 56: “ I would like to inquire what has been the annual 
expense for the purchase of these flags which have been sent south ?” 

Commander Bolton: “The annual expense for the last one or two years has 
been one hundred dollars. Previous to that time, perhaps Past Division Commander 
Stevens can tell about better than I, as he was a member of the Division Council 
Past Com. Delano. When they sent the flags they put a good deal more money into it.” 


____ Past Col. Delano: “I will say for the benefit of the brothers that when I was 
in command of this division, it was the first year that we appropriated money 
for these flags. You remember at the meeting in Milford, a communication 
was received from Mrs. Turner asking this division to contribute the flags to be 
used in these cemeteries in the south. The matter was left in the hands of the 
Division Council and the Division Commander, and at the meeting of the 
Division Council they voted to send these flags. I believe that the expense that 
year was two hundred and fifty dollars, was it not, Brother Stevens? [Past 
Col. Stevens replied that the amount was two hundred and thirty-two dollars.] 
But I have since learned that it is unnecessary for that amount to be appropriated, 
or that number of flags to be sent from this Division, and that is why the 
appropriation has been cut down. Two Hundred and Thirty-two Dollars were 
expended for the flags which we sent the first year.” 


Bro. Long, Camp 47: “T, for one, should be opposed to taking any of this 
fund away if it is necessary for us to have the amount named to purchase the 
flags. ' My father is laid away in the north, but I suppose that if he were laid 
away in the south, I would like to havea flag placed above his grave, and to 
raise this extra fifty dollars, if necessary, I for one should prefer to take it right 
out of my own pocket and put it into the fund, to increase it toa hundred dollars, 
rather than affect the placing of the flags over the graves in the south.” 

Past Capt. James, Camp 35: “I would like to ask if we do not think it is our 
duty as members of a patriotic organization, when we open our Encampment, to 
salute the flag? So I believe that we ought to get as many flags as possible into 
the southern portion of this country. Each Memorial Day in the southern 
states, especially in Richmond and other large cities, they teach the coming 
generation to march in the shape of the southern cross, and with the shrewd 
administration that we have had (taking the Division with no money and turning 
it over with five hundred dollars cash on hand), we can well afford to givea 
hundred dollars to the Soldiers’ Ifome, and a hundred dollars towards the 
purchase of flags.” 
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Past Capt. Pearson, Camp 56: “ 1 move an amendment, that the Anderson- 
ville Flag Fund be reduced to fifty dollars, instead of to twenty-five. Motion 
seconded by Captain Storey, of Camp 24.” : 

ast Capt. Couch, Camp 26: “Sentiment is all right. We all are proud that 
those old veterans did so much for their country, but we should stop and think 
that the United States flag, if I am not mistaken, flies over their graves. I think 
this seventy-five dollars could be saved from the Andersonville appropriation 
and put into relieving the last days of some poor veteran out in the Soldiers’ 
Home. We are remembering the dead by honoring the living. I sincerely hope 
that the amendment will not prevail, and that the recommendation will be 
adopted as read. [ think that we must not carry sentiment so far as to lose 
sight of practical common sense. None of you would be willing to let any old 
veteran want any comfort in his last days, for the sake of putting a flag over the 
grave of your father. Tam sure that should not. I think that you are carry- 
ing a false sentiment when you let it run away with you in that manner. All the 
spare money that you have, put it for relieving the veteran, and jump at the 
opportunity that we have not had before, of assisting the living veteran.” 

Capt. Storey, Camp 24: “ Just a word in relation to the amendment. I fail 
to see why we should strip off seventy-five dollars and leave the other twenty- 
five in abeyance. Why not split the thing even? Massachusetts has stood at 
the head, not only in the work of the Andersonville Flag Fund, but also in other 
work of the Sons of Veterans, and are we to take a back seat at this time? I 
should think not. I trust that the amendment ‘will prevail. It matters not 
so much what other divisions do. Let us say to the other divisions that Mass- 
achusetts, having seen her duty, will do it. “I have no fear that the Soldiers’ 
Home in Massachusetts will ever lack for support from the Sons of Veterans, 
and I feel that this amendment has no effect upon the original recommendation 
of the committee, inasmuch as the committee recommend one hundred dollars, 
and that means one hundred dollars for the Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts, 
and one hundred dollars for the Andersonville Flag Fund.” 


Bro. Court, Camp ror: “It seems to me that the division officers and the 
committee who have drawn up these recommendations have looked into this 
matter more than most of us on the floor have had a chance to do, and, if 
amendments are in order, I would move as an amendment, that the matter of the 
Andersonville lag Fund be left with the incoming Division Commander and 
Division Council to use their judgment on the amounts that should be used.” 

Past Capt. Howard | Camp 79: “I have listened with a great deal of interest 
to the di on of this order. There is a well established principle, I think, 
in all military bodies, that those of us who are on the floor are not so well 
acquainted with the facts lying back of such questions as that before us this 
morning. We have the utmost confidence in our Commander, [Applause.] We 
have the utmost confidence in our Council, and these gentlemen whom we have 
placed in the positions which they occupy, have weighed this question in all 
its bearings, and they have given us the benefit of mature, ripe judgment. I 
hope, sir, that you will be sustained in the recommendation which you have 
made, and that the amendment will be lost. [Applause.] 

The question being called for on the amendment by Past Capt. Pearson, 
that “ the Andersonville Flag Fund be decreased to fifty dollars, instead of twenty- 
five,” Past Captain De Leon addressed the presiding officer, whereupon Past 
Col. Purbeck made the point of order, that, as the question had been called for, 
debate could not continue. Commander Bolton declared that the point of order 
was well taken. 

A vote was immediately taken, and the amendment was declared lost. 


Commander Bolton: ‘“ The question now comes on the original recommenda- 
tions numbers six (6) and seven (7). The recommendations were adopted by a 
decisive vote. 
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GREETINGS FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF VETERANS. 


At this juncture, Past Col. Knowlton addressed the Commander as follows: 
Past Col. Knowlton: “I was called out a few minutes ago, and found this 
message which I am requested to convey to you.” 


TEADQU 
Depat 


So. Bosron, Feb. 22, 1896. 
Officers and Members of the Fourteenth Ai:nual Convention, Massachusetts 
spariment, Sonus of Veterans : 


T extend to you the greetings of the Massachusetts Department, Daughters 
of Veterans. May your Convention be harmoniou nd successful for your 
Order. Iask that these two organizations may work in unison for the object 
dearest to our hearts, the welfare of the noble veteran, 

Yours in F.C. & L., 
CORA B. PIKE, 
Department President. 

Accompanying the letter from the Daughters of Veterans was an exquisite 
floral tribute. 

The Commander instructed Col. Knowlton to extend the thanks of the 


Encampment'to the Daughters of Veterans, after which recommendation No. 8 
was read. 


INVITATION TO NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT TO ME 


IN BOSTON, 


Recommendation number 8 caused quite a lengthy di 

Past Col. Hinkley: ‘Commander, when we invite the National Commandery 
to this city they expect that we will give them the very best time they hav r had, 
and we cannot do this on wind; it means that the camps of this division have 
got to take hold and help bear the expense of that. Encampment. Now if you 
vote to invite the National Encampment here, you must do so with the under- 
standing that you have git to pay the expenses of the Commandery.” 

Commander Bolton lhe Chair begs to be excused for a moment, as he is 
desired in the office. ‘The Senior-Vice Commander will assume the chair.” 

Capt. Storey, Camp 24: “I feel that the brothers will return their thanks 
to Brother Hi kley for his remarks on this matter. I feel, in view of the 
discussion raised on the assessment of twenty cents, that his remarks were very 
well timed. I rise for information, previous to voting on this question, as to 
what amount. in the opinion of our Past Division Commanders and Delegates to 
past National [Encampments, will be nec ary for this department to guarantee 
to raise, in order to entertain the Encampment in a manner creditable to the old 
Bay State? I trust that that question will be answered, not only to my own 
satisfaction, but to the satisfaction of other members present, so that we can 
vote on the matter intelligently. I for one, should be pleased to greet the 
Commandery-in-¢ hief in Massachusetts in 1897, but I want to know about how 
much is expected of us, and how many members comprise the Commandery-in- 


Chief, in the first place, and next to that, how much is it going to cost to 
enteitain them?” 


Senior-Vice Commander Sisson, presiding: “I would refer the brother's 
question to the Committee who have the evidence before them.” 

Past Col. Darling: “ As to the membership of the Commandery-in-Chief, it 
is a variable body. There is no doubt if the Encampment were held in Boston, 
that the attendance would probably be the largest in the history of the Order, 
because, for a number of years back, the boys in the west have expressed a desire 
to come to Boston. As to how much money it would take, 1 am unable 
to say. At the various cities where we have been (without mentioning 
any names), we have heard a great deal about the hospitality which has 
been extended, but, in comparing notes with other members of the Commandery, 
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I have usually arrived at the conclusion that we paid for about all we got, 
somehow, so I do not think it is necessary to make any hard or fast sum. The 
thing is, when the Encampment comes here, if it does come, we want to give its 
members a good time, and I don’t believe it will be an expensive matter, The 
Commandery-in-Chief officers pay their own expenses, they pay their own rental 
of rooms at the hotels, pay the expenses of their officers andso forth. Undoubt- 
edly the city would do something in the way of harbor excursions on some of 
its palatial boats. I have no doubt that, for a very reasonable sum, we could 
entertain the Commandery-in-Chief here in a manner which has not been 
excelled in any other city. I would call upon other past commanders and past 
delegates to express their opinions.” Z 


Past Capt. DeLeon, Camp 82: “I move, sir that the recommendation 
(No. 8) be adopted.” 


The motion was seconded by Capt. Selden, Camp 82, and adopted by the 
Encampment. 
Recommendation No. g was then considered. 


LADIES’ AUXILIARIES —CON SOLIDATION ENDORSED, 


Past Col. Darling for the Committee on Officers’ reports, moved that 
Recommendation No. 9, as read by him be adopted. Motion seconded by Past 
Capt. Nickerson, Camp 16. 

Bro. Larkum, Camp 73: “T sincerely trust, my brothers, that you won’t allow 
such a motion as that to pass here to-day, for this reason— we are all proud of 
the honor of being Sons of Veterans, and why should not those girls who are 
Daughters of Veterans be entitled to the same consideration? [Applause.] My 
brothers, anybody can join the Ladies’ Relief Corps if they say they are loyal to our 
flag, but there are none so loyal as the lineal descendants of men who proved their 
loyalty on the battle-held, therefore, I sincerely trust that the recommendation 
of the committee will not be sustained by this Encampment.” 

Bro. Pelton, Camp 24: “I would like to offer a substitute for the motion of 
the committee, that the matter of the consolidation of the various ladies’ organ- 
izations be laid upon the table indefinitely. I feel, Mr. Commander, that it is 
going to be a fruitless task, no matter how well it might suit the brothers to 
have this thing brought in, and no matter how much we would like to see all of 
our ladies’ auxiliaries united in one grand body, it is going to be a’fruitless task 
to bring over the loyal ladies of the Ladies’ Relief Corps. I feel that the 
other organizations are very jealous of their heritage, and it will be a fruitless 
task to appoint committees from this Encampment to compass anything of 
the sort.” 

Past. Capt. James, Camp 35: “It seems to me that this recommendation is 
one of the best that has been presented to this Encampment. The Sons of 
Veterans, of course we all know, are to aid the Grand Army, the Relief Corps 
also, who have had experience from 1861 to 1865, understand the work a 
great deal better than we who have been born since the war, or the daughters 
either —consider them on the same basis. But when the Grand Army is no more, 


the properly authorized Relief Corps will necessarily turn to the Sons of Veterans. 
It seems to me that the recommendation should prevail.” 


Past Col. Purbeck: “I do not wish to take the time of the convention, but 
perhaps some here do not understand that a motion to lay upon the table is not 
debatable, that is the reason why I want to say a word at this time. I hope 
before that is laid on the table that everybody here will have a fair chance, and 
I hope that the motion to lay upon the table will not prevail until everybody has 
a chance to speak on the question.” : i 

Past Capt. Bray, Camp 1: “I hope that the recommendation will prevail. 
Iam a Son of a Veteran; my wife is not a descendant of a veteran, but she is 
as loyal a woman as there is in this State; she has belonged to the Ladies’ Aid 
Society, and been Vice-President of one branch. I contend that the more 
orders we can get of this kind, the better it will help the Sons of Veterans. I 
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hope that the recommendation will prevail; that is the sentiment of myself and 
camp.” 

Past Col, Hinkl “Tt strikes me that it is a little might inconsi 
us to say that we will recognize the Ladies’ Aid Society, but will not recognize 
the Haughters of Veterans. It strikes me that.we cannot do that. The ground 
that I take this: while we are willing and ready to recogniz omewhat the 
Ladies’ Auxilia I cannot for the life of me see why we should recognize one 
as against the other, and until these two bodies do consolidate I cannot see how 
we can recognize either of them. The same tr.-uble arises now that arose in our 
infancy. fou remember that there were three distinct Orders of Sons of 
Veterans, each of which was constantly running to the Grand .\rmy for recog- 
nition. The Grand Army said, ‘While we recognize the Order of Sons of 
Veterans, yet we cannot recognize one clan against another, and until you 
consolidate and make yourselves one we cannot recognize you.’ What was the 
result? We did ccnsolidate, and the Grand Army recognized us as an auxiliary, 
And so I say that until these ladies do consolic ate, and are formed under one 
against the other.” 


head, this Order has no right to recognize one a 

Past Col. Stevens: “I have been waiting for some good brother to get up 
and speak on this question as on one of the previous ones, saying that the 
members on the floor have not had the opportunity to give these questions the 
mature deliberation which the division offi and the members of this com- 
mittee no doubt have. Now, brothe s, I think there is a mistaken idea here. 
If I understand the recommendation of the committe , the question is not 
whether or no we will endorse the Ladies’ Aid Society or the Daughters of 
Veterans, the question is on the recommendation of the Division Commander, 
that a committee of three be appointed to look into the matter and see if some- 
thing cannot be done toward merging those two organizations into the Womans’ 
Relief Corps. Now, brothers, is there anything in that recommendation which 
is detrimental to the Ladies’ Aid Society, or is it saying anything against the 
Daughters of Veterans? None of you present, my brothers, would for one 
moment dare to raise your voice against the organization of the Womans’ Relief 
Corps, an organization out of which we can get as much assistance, and I firmly 
believe in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, more if we need it, as we can from 
either of the other two organizations for this reason: they are numerically, I 
believe, about fourteen times stronger than both of the other organizations put 
together. The record of the Womans’ Relief Corps speaks for itself; the work 
which they have done for the Grand Army speaks for itself. The Grand Army 
is marching along and their work will soon come to us. What better auxiliary 
can we have than the one which has proved itself even longer than we have in 
this work; and what better teachers can we have than the Womans’ Relief 
Corps? [Applause.] I hope that the recommendation of the committee will 
prevail, and that this committee will be appointed; it is merely a conference 
committee, don’t lose sight of that fact.” 


‘ Delegate Larkum, Camp 73: “I would like to state our experience in 
Camp 73 with the Relief Corps, also with the Ladies’ Aid Society. ‘Two or 
three years before we had a Relief Corps, we had a Ladies’ Aid Society. They 
never amounted to anything so far any real work was concerned; it was a 
continual battle to sustain themselves, They were not recognized by the Post, 
of course, and they could do nothing really; they were kept alive by the Camp, 
practically. It got toa point where they must die, and the question was, how 
should they die. It certainly was not of old age, but it was from a very feeble 
membership. They finally conferred with the Relief Corps officers, and the 
two organizations became one. The Womans’ Relief Corps was organized just 
previous to this, so the Daughters of Veterans transferred their entire member- 
ship to the Relief Corps, which became at once a very powerful factor in the 
community. Now the Grand Army Post, the Relief Corps and the Camp are 
united; whatever comes up to be done in the line of relief work, perfect harmony 
prevails. Since the Relief Corps has absorbed the membership of the Ladies’ 
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Aid Society and Daughters of Veterans, nearly every one in the vicinity has 
gone into that body, and it is now a factor such as it never could have been if 
it had not merged into the Relief Corps. ‘That is the experience we have had 
there, that the Relief Corps organization is the organization,” 

Capt. Storey, Camp 24: “As I consider that all this talk is simply 
wasting time, I would like to rise at this time to stop any further discussion. 1 
move the previous question.” The motion was properly seconded. . 

‘he question was then put by the Commander, on the acceptance of the 
recommendation of the committee. The recommendation was adopted by a 
sing vote of the Encampment, 195 brothers voting in its favor. 

. DIVISION DESCRIPTIVE BOOK, 


The recommendation in the 
by this Encampment a sum suf 
etc., was read. 

Past Col. Darling: ‘The Committee recommends that the matter be referred 
to the incoming Commander, with full power to act in the premises.” 

Upon motion by Past Col. Darling the recommendation of the committee 
was adopted. 

The recommendation in the Mustering Officers’ report, “that the sum of 
fifty dollars be appropriated,’ etc. was next read, with the report of the Commit- 
tee on Officers’ reports recommending its adoption. The recommendation was 
adopted. 


djutant’s report, that there be appropriated 
ent to purchase necessary descriptive book, 


AST COL, OBERDOFF ADDRESSES THE ENCAMPME. 
At this juncture Past Col. Oberdoff, of the New York Division, was intro- 
duced as one who was likely to be called to higher honors. Bro. Oberdoff spoke 
of the pleasure it gave him to be with the Massachusetts Division, and left a 
favorable impression on the brothers who listened to his patriotic address. 
At the conclusion of Past Col. Oberdoff’s address at 12:10 Pp, M., the Encamp- 
ment adjourned by motion duly made and seconded, until 2 o’clock. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Encampment was reopened promptly at two o’clock, Commander Bolton 
in the chair. 


COMMITT ND REGULATIONS. 


ON CONSTITUTION, RULES 

Further committee reports being called for, Past Captain Bennett for the 
committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations said, “As there have been no 
bills submitted to your committee we report that there is no Tegislation 
necessary.” The report was accepted. 


s. 


COMMIT {ON RESOLUTION 


Commander Bolton stated to the Encampment that the Chairman of the 
Committee on Resolutions, Bro, Lounsbury, of Camp 66, Woburn, was seriously 
ill at the American House under the care of a physician, so that it would be 
necessary for another member of the committee, Judge Advocate Holbrook, to 
report in his place. ; 

Judge Advocate Holbrook : ‘ Mr, Commander, I would say in behalf of the 
Committee on Resolutions, that we met last evening and there were passed to us 
only two resolutions. ‘The first resolution passed to us was from c apt. Tuttle in 
regard to Memorial Day and its observance. After consultation with Capt. 
Tuttle a resolution has been substituted for the original, and the Committee 
think that this substitute ought to pass.” Following is the resolution : 


MEMORIAL DAY. 


Whereas, the Thirtieth day of May has been set asa day of Memorial to 
our heroic dead, a sabbath of patriotism; and Whereas, we feel that very many 
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of the citizens of our Commonwealth do not rightly understand the meaning and 
purpose of the day; and Whereas, one of the declared purposes of our Order is 
to secure a proper observance of Memorial Day; therefore be it , 

Resolved, by the Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, in Convention 
assembled, Firs/, that the Division Commander appoint a committee to confer 
with the Commander of the Department of Massachusetts, Grand Army of the 
Republic, and if be deemed by him expedient and proper, to petition the Gov- 
ernor of the Commonwealth to issue to the citizens a proclamation in regard to 
Memorial Day similar to that now issued on Thanksgiving Day. 

Second, That the Division Commander by special orders, direct the camps 
to endeavor to have such proclamation read in the churches of the Common- 
wealth on Memorial Sunday, and in the public schools on the last school day 
before Memorial Day, and to secure, if possible, a public proclamation by the 
proper authorities in our respective cities and towns; that the citizen, so far as 
possible, join in the exercises of the day and refrain from all sports and public 
diversions, especially on that part of the day devoted to the decorating of the 
soldiers’ graves. é 

Past Capt. Couch, Camp 26: ‘1 would like to say just a word in regard to 
this resolution. The resolution in itself is all right, it is the proper thing, but 
the resolution as a whole merely reiterates the objects of our Order. It does 
not seem to me that this resolution in different forms, meaning the same thing, 
should be introduced and repassed at every meeting of the Massachusetts 
Division of the Sons of Veterans. ‘There is no harm in it, but what is the 
object of our getting up here at every convention and saying that we believe in 
the observance of Memorial Day? Of course we do; nobody denies this, and 
constant reiteration of the fact will lead people to think that we do not believe 
in it, and for that reason we are fishing out all the resolutions we can get up in 
regard to Memorial Day. I think the resolution inadvisable, unnecessary. I 
know that I shall be voted down overwhelmingly; that is all the more reason 
why I stand here and say that I think resolutions of this kind are unnecessary, 
and I would move that this resolution be referred back to the committee.” 

Bro. Couch’s motion was seconded by Inspector James. 

Capt. Tuttle: “I move that we lay Brother Couch’s motion upon the table.” 
Motion seconded by Past. Capt. Clay, Camp 82. 

This motion was adopted by the Encampment, and the motion of Past 
Capt. Couch was tabled. 

The question coming on the recommendation of the committee, that the 
resolution ought to pass, the Encampment adopted the committee’s report and 
the resolution. 

Judge Advocate Holbrook then read the following resolution, presented by 
Geo. A. Custer, Camp 11, Whitman: J 


W. E, FISH — PAST HONORS. 


Whereas, W. E. Fish, a charter member of Geo. A. Custer Camp 11, Division 
of Massachusetts, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., served to the end of his term as 
captain of said camp; Whereas, Bro. Fish did take a transfer card from Camp II, 
but, for good and sufficient reasons (the disbandment of the camp in which he 
was about to deposit his transfer, and the sickness of his family), he allowed 
the time to expire before joining any camp of the Order, and Whereas, said 
Brother has since joined this camp, and is, and always has been an earnest and 
faithful worker for his camp and the Order, therefore be it 

Resolved, that we, officers and members of Geo. A. Custer Camp No. 11, 
Division of Massachusetts, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., of Whitman, Mass., in 
regular meeting assembled, do hereby petition the Massachusetts Division, Sons 
of Veterans, U.S.A., to petition the Commandery-in-Chief at its next regular 
session to restore to Brother Fish the rank of Past Captain. . 


L. W. BLANCHARD, Captain. 


FRED L. PORT 


SR, First Sergeant. 
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Judge Advocate Holbrook, after finishing reading the foregoing resolution, 
said: “The Committee recommend that the delegates to the National Encamp- 
ment be instructed to ask the Commandery-in-Chief to restore past honors to 
W.. E.. Fish.” 
The Encampment voted to adopt the recommendation of the Committee. 
Past Capt. Kelley, Camp 31, presented the following resolution: 


ICERS’ REPORTS SUBMITTED IN PRINT. 


Insomuch as February 21, 1897, will be on Sunday, therefore be it 

Resolved, that all reports of otticers be submitted in, print, and a copy 
forwarded to cach accredited delegate, captain and past captain, 

Resolved, that the Commander be empowered to appoint committees on 
Constitution, Kitual and Resolutions previous to Encampment, to report on 
assembling of that body. 


Resolved, that the Convention be called to order at 9.00 A.M. February 
1897. 


Judge Advocate Holbrook, for the Committee on Resolutions, reported that 
the resolution’ of Past Capt. Kelley ought to pass. 

Capt. Storey, Camp 24: “Is that resolution open to amendment? I would like 
to offer an amendment to the resolution, striking out the date 1897. It seems to 
me that this resolution reaches a keynote that should have been struck long ago 
in this division. I trust that my motion may be seconded, striking out the year 
1897, and that in every year in the future the reports of the various officers may 
be submitted to the delegates previous to the opening of the convention, that the 
business of the convention may be transacted in one day. I move an amend- 
ment, that the date 1897 be striken out of the resolution.” iS 

Past Capt. Kelley signified his acceptance of the amendment. The Chair 


put the question on the resolution as amended, and it was adopted, 141 brothers 
voting in favor of the same. 


COMMIEPT 


ON RITUAL, 


Past Col. Purbeck: “The Committee on Ritual have received no suggestions, 
nor any other matter, and we feel that there is not sufficient time now to consider 


any change: in the ritual; and for that reason, we make the following recom- 
mendation : 


Bosron, Fen. 22, 1895: 
To the Fourteenth Annual Convention, Massachusetts Division, Sous of Veterans: 


Your Committee on Ritual would respectfully recommend that a committee 
of five be appeinted with power to report to the next National Encampment 


such changes as they deem expedient in the Ritual as recommended by the 
Division Commander. 


Db. B. PURBECK, 
J. H. HINKLEY, 
N. C. UPHAM, 
T. S. BELL. 
Committee on Ritual. 
‘The recommendation of the Committee en Ritual was adopted. 


COMMITTEE 


ON € ALS, 
The final report of the Committee on Credentials was presented by Adjutant 
Smith, as follows: “There have so far reported, 12 Division Officers, 64 Sitting 
Capte . 163 Past Captains, 155 Delegates. Total 394, entitled to vote.” 


NEW BUSINESS. 


Commanc 


Bolton: “This completes the reports of committees. The 
next in order 


new business. ‘The Chair would call attention to the fact that, 
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by the adoption of the resolutions this morning, there is to be elected a commis- 
sion of five on the Soldier’s Home; there is to be appointed or clected, a com- 
mittee of three regarding the Ladies’ Auxiliaries. I wait the pleasure of the 
Encampment, and would consider that the next order of business. 


COMMITTEE TO NOMINATE SOLDIER’S HOME COMMISSION. 


Upon motion by Past Col. Upham, it was voted that a committee of three 
be appointed to bring in a list of ten (10) names to be voted upon for the com- 
mission in regard to the Soldier’s Ilome. Seconded by Past Capt. Messenger, 
Camp 44. Following is the committee of three appointed by the Chair to bring 
in a list of ten names for nomination: Vast Col. Upham, Past Capt. Messenger, 
Camp 44, Past Capt. Wellington, Camp 47. 


COMMITTEE ON LADIES’ AUXILIARES. 


Past Capt. Gurney, Camp 116, presented the name of Commander Fred Kk. 
Bolton as the first candidate for election on the committee to consider the matter 
of consolidation of Ladies’ Ausiliary bodies. 

Inspector James moved that the Commander be empowered to appoint the 
other two members. This motion was adopted unanimously, and the appoint 
ments made completing the committee, viz: Commander Kred I. Bolton, Past 
Col. Dudley B. Purbeck, Past Capt. Marry S. ‘Thompson, Camp 51, Chels 


NOMINATION 


as 


‘S$ FOR SOLDIER’S HOMIE COMMISSION. 


By this time, the committee of three had selected the ten names to present 
to the Encampment for election as the commission on the Soldier’s Home. ‘The 
committee suggested that, in balloting, the brother having the largest number of 
votes be the five-year man, the next largest the four-year man, and so on down, 
the understanding being that one is to drop out each year. ‘The committce’s list 
was then reported as follows: Past Col. C. F. Sargent, Past Col. J. I. Hinkley, 
Past Col. N.C. Upham, Past Col. D. B. Purbeck, Past Col. W. A. Stevens, Past 
Gol Guik. Darling, Past Col. W. H. Delano, Past Col. A. C. Blaidsell, Past Col. 
D. F. Goulding, Col. F. E. Bolton. 

Past Col. Sargent declined serving on the commission. 

é _ Bro. Howland, Camp 81, proposed the name of Past Capt. Keough of Ca 
51, in place of Past Col. Sargent, resigned 

Past Capt. DeLeon, Camp $2, took the lead in an animated discussion r 
garding so many “Past Colonels” being nominated for service on this comm 
sion, to the exclusion of brothers of lesser rank. Tle was followed in similar 
strains by Capt. Selden of the same camp and others. 

Capt. Storey, Camp 24: “I move that the list as presented by the 
committee, and as amended by Bro. Howland, be read, and that. we proceed to 
ballot for the commission. Seconded by Bro. Clay, Camp 82. 

After a protracted discussion, Capt. Holman, Camp 33, moved substi- 
tute for Capt. Storey’s motion, that the report of the committee be rejected, and 
that the nominations be made from the floor. This motion was adopted. 

The nominations were then made as follows: Past Capt. Messenger nomi- 
nated Past Col. N.C. Upham, Past Col. Bradford nominated Past Col. W. A. 
Stevens, Past Capt. Bovey nominated Past Capt. Keough of Chelsea, Past Capt. 
Torpey nominated Past (apt. Carrico of Worcester, Past Capt. Howard nomi- 
nated Past Capt. Harry S. Thompson of Chelsea. Bro, Thompson declined. 

Bro. Howland, Camp 8 I would call attention to this fact, the report of 
the committee embraced this very important element, that the five having the 
highest number of votes were to be the Commission, to retire in the order shown 
by their votes. Now, as the committee’s report has been rejected, of course 
that goes with it; and I suppose that a motion would properly be in order at this 
time, that, of the ballots cast, the five having the highest number should be the 
commission, the one having the highest number to have the longest term, and so 
on to the finish, the one having the least number of votes, and so on to the 
highest, to retire, one each year. 


up 


“ment s 


REPORTS OF COMMITT 


5r 


Commander Bolton ruled that the motion of Bro. Howland was a proper one 
to be entertained, as the action outlined therein would greatly facilitate the busi- 
of the ampment, 

Bro. Hlowland’s motion was seconded, and adopted. 

bro. Vilden, Camp 45, nominated Capt. A. A. Shelden of Boston for mem- 
bership on the Soldier’s Home Commission, Past Col. J. H. Hinkley and Com- 
mander Fred FE. lton were also nominated. Past Col. D. B. Purbeck was 
nominated, but declined. 

Bro. Willard Howland was nominated, but declined, stating that his allegi- 
ance was unqualifiedly for Past Capt. Keough. 

Past Col. Sargent moved, that as four “Past Colonels” had already been 
nominated, the nominations be closed. This motion was adopted. 

Upon motion by Past Capt. Couch, Camp 26, it was voted that the Adjutant 
st one ballot for Commander Fred I. Bolton as the first member of the 
Soldier’s Hlome Commission. 

PROPOSEPION TO AMEND CONSTITUTION, RUL 
QUESTION OF VOTE OF PAST CAPTAIN. 

While the result of the ballot for the election of the Soldier’s Home Com- 
mission was being ascertained by the tellers, Capt. Storey, Camp 24, read the 
following motion: “ ‘That the delegates to the next National Encampment of 
the Commandery-in-( hief be, and her by are, instructed by th 
Encampment assembled, to offer and urge an amendment to Paragraph 4, Article 
Il,of the Rules and Regulations, to provide that each camp in each division shall 
be entitled to two delegates only at a division encampment, these delegates to be 
elected at the time and in the manner prescribed by the Constitution for the 
election of officers, to hold their office for one year, and that the right to vote in 
the convention shall be restricted to those two delegates.” 

Captain Storey’s motion was ruled out of order by the Chair, on the ground 
that such a communication should have been presented when “the reception and 
reference of communications from camps and individuals” were called for, in 
order that it might have been reported upon by the committee on Constitution, 
Rules and Regula 

Capt. Storey appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

‘The appeal from the decision of the Chair was put and lost, the Encamp- 
ment sustaining the decision of Commander Bolton, by a large majority. 

Past Capt. Clay, Camp 82, asked the following question: “ If a brother is a 
Captain of a camp, and he should leave the camp after going out of office as 
Captain, joining another camp, does he have a right to vote in this convention, 
and what camp does he represent?” 

Commander Bolton: “TI would say that he votes with the camp of which he 
isa member. Ile gets his past rank from the camp in which he serves, but it 
goes with him to the camp in which he becomes a member, and if he is in good 
s anding he is entitled to vote no matter whether he was at first member in this 
division or another. 

ELE HOME COMMISSION, 

The result of the ballot for election of members of the Soldier's Tome 

Commission was then announced as follows: 


iS AND REGULATIONS, 


ION OF SOLDIE 


Whole number of votes cast, - - 339- 
1. ‘Commander Fred E. Bolton, (previously elected), for 5 years. 
2. Past Capt. Keough, had 339 votes, elected for 4 years. 
3. Past Col. Stevens, had 306 votes, elected for 3 years 
4. 


4. Past Col. Upham, had 255 votes, elected for 2 year: 
Past Col. J. II. Hinkley, had 190 votes, elected for 1 year. 


5 


WORCESTE) ECTED FOR NEXT ENCAMPMENT. 
On motion by Past Capt. Carpenter, Camp 96, it was voted that the Encamp- 
slect a place, for holding the next annual meeting of the Massachusetts 


Division. 


52 PROCEEDINGS OF THE FOURTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT. 


Past Col. Upham moved that the next encampment be held in Boston. 

Past Capt. Carpenter, Camp 96, moved that the next division encampment 
be held in Worcester. Dast Capt. U. G. Powell, Camp 

Capt. Gleason of Camp 25, Worcester, said: “1 can assure the brothers of 
this Encampment that, if they come to Worcester, they will receive a cordial 
welcome, and that we will do all in our power, with Camp 2, to make the En- 
campment pleasant and memorable.” (Applause). 

-ast Col. Upham withdrew his suggestion in regard to meeting in oston. 

Past Capt. Carpenter, Camp 96, Boston: “1 move, sir that the Adjutant be 
instructed to cast one ballot bearing the name ‘ Worcester * for the place of hold- 
ing the next annual encampment of the Massachusetts Division.” 

‘The motion was seconded by Vast Capt. Deleon of Camp 82, Boston, and 
unanimously adopted by the Encampment. (Applause.) 


seconded the motion, 


DISTRIBUTION OF PRINTED PROCEEDINGS OF ENCAMPMENT, 


Capt. Holman, Camp 33: “I move that, in addition to the number of pro- 
ceedings of this Encampment that are to be distributed to the camps, there be 
enough extra copies printed to furnish one each to every Delegate, Captain and 
Past Captain, or other officer, who has answered the roll-call in this convention.” 
The motion was seconded by Past Capt. U. G. Powell, Camp S2, and adopted, 


COMMITTE 


TO RETURN GREETINGS OF L. AJ S. AND D. OF Ve 


Past Capt. Nickerson, Camp 16 “TIas there been anything done as re 
the communication from the Ladies?” 
Commander Bolton: “No sir; and there should be something done, as 
act of courtesy, if nothing else. We should be as gallant as they have been 


Past Capt. ckerson: “I move that the Chair appoint a committee of 
three (3) to draw up proper resolutions, and send them to the organizations, the 
Ladies Aid Society and the Daughters of Veterans.” The motion was seconded, 
and carried, ; 

The Chair appointed the following committee 
of Camp 16, Capt.C. F. O’Brien of Camp 46, Past C 
47. 


‘apt. J. P. Nickerson, 
Wellington of Camp 


MON OF OFFICE 


ELEC 


_. On motion by Quartermaster Hannon, seconded by Vast Capt. U. G. Powell, 
Camp 82,it was Voted to proceed at once to the election of division officers for 
the ensuing year. 


NOMINATIOD 

_ Past Col. Stevens in a neat speech, presented the name of Senior-Vice 
Commander, Harry 1). Sisson of Pittsfield, as a candidate for the highest honors 
within the gift of the brothers of the Massachusetts Division. 

Upon motion by Quartermaster-Se geant Emery Coulter, it 
the Adjutant cast one ballot bearing the name of Harry D. on for Com- 

mander of the Mas Division for the ensuing year. The ballot w: 
cast in accordane $ vote, and the Chair declared the election of Bro. 
Sisson, the applause of the delegates ignifying the unanimity of the choice. 

Commander-el son accepted the office in a modest speech. 
Past Col Iinkley nominated Junior-Vice Commander II. rank Williamson 
for the position of Senio é Division Commander. 

Upon Past Col. Hinkley’s motion, the Encampment voted to choose the 
i e Commander by acclamation (there was no other nomination for the 
office), and the question being put, on Bro. Hinkley’s nomination of Bro. William- 
son, there was unanimous agreement to Bro. Wi 


s voted that 


iamson’s promotion. 
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Senior Vice-Commander-elect Williamson expressed his hearty thanks for the 
honor conferred upon him, 


eminations for the office of Junion-Vice Division Commander were as 
follows: 


Past Captain Ifoward nominated Mustering Officer Orange I]. Cook, of 
Camp 79, Melrose, seconded by Past Col. Upham. 

Past Capt. C. Hf. James nominated Inspector William James of Camp 35, 
New Bedford. Past Capt. Carpenter, Camp 35, seconded the nomination. 

Capt. Holman, Camp 33, presented the name of Capt. Tilton S. Bell, of 
Camp 106, Charlestown. Past Capt. Bovey, Camp 33, seconded the nomination. 

Past Capt. Clay, Camp 82, presented the name of Past Capt. John I’, Welton, 
Jr, of Camp 95, East Boston. Past Capt. Curley Camp 31, seconded the 
nomination. 

Past’ Capt. Carpenter, Camp 96, nominated Past Captain Henry P. Botter of 
Camp 96, Boston. 

Capt. Tuttle, Camp 18, nominated Past Capt. Arthur Eugene Seagrave, of 
Camp 18, Usbridg: 

On motion by Past Capt. U. G. Powell, Camp 82, seconded by Past Capt. 
Del.eon, Camp 82, the nominations were closed. 

Past Capt. Kotter withdrew his name from the list of candidates. 

The vote for Junior-Vice Commander was as follows: 


Whole number of votes cast, 367. 

| 13 William E. James... 
‘A. E. Seagrave ae Orange H. Cook ... 
‘Tilton $. Bell... +36 


Inspector James congratulated Bro. Cook on his handsome vote and moved 
that his election be made unanimous. The motion was carried and Bro. Cook’s 
election as Junior-Vice Divisién Commander declared. Bro. Cook thanked the 
Encampment for the kind consideration he had received. 

Nominations for the Division Council being next in order, it was voted, 
on motion by Past. Col. Purbeck, seconded by Bro. Lovejoy, Camp 2, that the 
three brothers receiving the highest number of votes be declared elected as 
members of the Division Council. 

Bro. Willard [lowland nominated Past Capt. Harry S. Thompson of Camp 81, 
Chelsea, for membership on the Division Council. 

Capt. Dawes nominated Past Capt. Charles E, Bennett of Camp 5, Hudson. 

Bro, Staples placed in nomination Past Capt, Walter H. Brown of Camp 60, 
llolyoke. 

“Past Capt. Welton presented the name of Past Capt. Albert DeLeon of 
Camp 82, Boston. 

At this point, Past Capt. Davis, Camp 16, addressed the Chair, and said: 
“Ever since the formation of this division, it has been customary to place the 
retiring Colonel on the Division Council, therefore I nominate Fred E. Bolton, 
I move that the Adjutant cast one ballot bearing the name of Commander Fred FE. 
Bolton as a member of the Division Council.” 

Bro. Davis’ motion was duly seconded, put by Senior-Vice Commander Sisson, 
and unanimously adopted. : 

Inspector Wm. E. James was nominated for the Council by Past Capt. 
James. 

Past Col. Knowlton seconded the nomination of Bro. Bennett of Hudson. 

Past Capt. D. Murray Travis, of Camp 63, was placed in nomination by Judge 
Advocate Holbrook. 

Past Col. Darling seconded the nomination of Bro. ‘Thompson. 

Past Capt. Pearson seconded the nomination of Brother Brown. 

Past Capt Cutler spoke in praise of Past Capt. Thompson and urged his 
election, 


249 
248 


J. F. Welten, Jr. 


let 
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Upon motion by Past Capt. Davis, Camp 16, the nominations were closed, 
‘The vote resulted as follows: 


Alberts Deleon. is ccccsarexares « mS ae Bs 8 Charles E. Bennett. ++ +102 
William E. James. . seseeseeg2 9 Walter H. Brown, ++ +136 
D. Murray Travis. . 95 Harry S. Thompson +++199 


The standing of the Division Council for the ensuing year was then announced 
as follows: Past Commander Fred EI. Bolton, Past Capt. Harry 5. Thompson, 
Past Capt. Walter H. Brown, 


DELEGATES TO NATIONAL ENCAMPME 


The election of delegates to the next National Encampment was then taken 
up. 

: Chaplain William R. Waterman was nominated as Delegate-at-Large by 
Commander Bolton, and it was voted that the Adjutant cast one ballot favorable 
to his election, which the Adjutant did, and Bro. Waterman was declared elected 
as Delegate-at-Large. ee 

The following brothers were nominated as delegates to the next National 
Encampment: Adjutant G. H. Smith of Roxbury, Past Capt. E. H. Lounsbury 
of Woburn, Capt. S. A. Pickering of Lowell, Quartermaster ‘I homas J. Hannon 
of Dedham, Past Capt. John H. Cavin of Gloucester, Capt. Edwin F. Tuttle of 
Uxbridge, Capt. Charles F. Perkins of Salem, Judge Advocate Harry M. Holbrook 
of Cottage City, Past Capt. C. H. Messenger of Boston, Past Captain. C. G. Kelley 
of Roxbury, Capt. C. F. O’Brien of Boston, Past Captain Charles TH, Hillman 
of Medford, Quartermaster-Sergeant Emery Coulter of Needham, Past Capt. Fred 
TL. Jones of Malden, Past Capt. H. F. Eaton of Cambridge, Past Capt. Herbert W, 
Vay of So. Framingham, Past Capt. George L. Bray of Lynn, Past Capt. Henry 
Clay of Boston, Past Capt. A. G. Jewett of Medford, Capt. A. A. Selden of Boston, 
Past Capt. Harry Lowell of Brockton, Bro, A. A, Tilden of Arlington. 

Following a motion by Capt. Storey, Camp 24, it was voted that the brothers, 
—to the number of nine,— receiving the highest number of votes be declared 
elected as delegates to the next National Encampment, the next nine to be the 
alternate-delegates. 


The result of the vote was announced by the tellers as follows : 


Bro. Hannon......132 Bro. Lounsbury ..104 Bro. Clay..-..------ 83 


Bro. Messenger. 111 Adj. G. Il. Smith .102 Bro. O’Brien. + Hs 79) 
Bro. Pickering.....106 Bro. Holbrook . 93 Bro. Bray......+-++- 72 


The above nine were deciared to be the delegates-elect.” 
Bro. H. F. Eaton received 67 votes and was declared the alternate-at-large. 
Bro. Hillman... ... -58 Bro. Coulter... 
Bro. Cavin ... 46 Bro. Tilden. 
Bro. Perkins... ....45 Bro. Tuttle. 
‘These nine were declared the alternate delegates. 
Bro. Lowell with five votes, failed of election. 


Bro. Jones 
Bro. Jewett. . 
Bro. Kelley 


ADDITION DIVISION FLAG FUND. 


Quartermaster Hannon reported an addition to the flag fund of Six Dollars, 


contributed by Camp 81 of Chelsea, making the total amount of that fund 
$67.94. 


PRESENTATION OF PAST COMMANDER CROSS TO COMMANDER BOLTON. 


Past Col. Darling praised the administration of Commander Fred E. Bolton, 
stating that one thing of which we are proud is the fact that, during the past 
year, the Sons of Veterans of the Massachusetts Division have been brought 
into closer touch than ever before with the Grand Army of the Republic and 
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organizations kindred to ours. He then presented Commander Bolton with a 
diamond-studded Past Commander's silver cross, which he said looked as if 
someone had moved to strike out the word “silver,” and insert in place thereof, 


the word “gold.” The retiring Commander accepted the gift with words fitting 
the occasion. 


NINETY DAYS S 


:CIFIED FOR PRIN 


NG OF PROCEEDINGS. 


On motion by Past Capt. Bean, Camp 54, 
of this convention be printed and ready 
supervision of the retiring administration. 


, it was voted that the proceedings 
for distribution in ninety days, under the 


RECORDS APPROVED. 

As the Convention Stenographer (Jacob W. Powell of Camp 82, Boston), 
had taken verbatim minutes of the proceedings, Bro, Willard Howland moved, 
seconded by Bro. Coulter, that the minutes be approved without reading. The 


motion prevailed. 


SI 


CHES AT BANQU 


TO RE PRINTED IN THE PROCEEDINGS, 
On motion by Adjutant Smith, it was voted that the speeches at the Banquet 


at the American House the evening previous, be printed and incorporated with the 
proceedings, as Bro. Powell had also reported them. : U 


IN 


TALLATION OF OFFICERS. 


Past Col, Darling then installed the Div 


ision Officers for the ensuing year, 
as follows: 


Division Commander, Harry D. Sisson of Pittsfield, Camp 108. 
Senior-Vice Commander, H. FRANK WILLIAMSON of Canton, Camp 47. 
Junior-Vice Commander, Ors H. Cook of Melrose, Camp 79. 


Camp Council : 


Frep E. Bo-ton of Roxbury, Camp 46. 
Harry S. Titompson of Chelsea, Camp 81. 
Watrer H. Brown of Holyoke, Camp 60. 


ADJUTANT AND QUARTERMAS' 


APPOINTED AND INSTALLED, 


Past! Col. Darling also installed the following staff appointed by the new 
Commander: 


Adjutant, Don M. Peck of Pittsfield. 
Quartermaster, BENJAMIN F, Woopwarp of Pittsfield. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


Commander Sisson assumed the chair, the closing ode, “ America,” was sung, 
and the Convention adjourned at 6.15 o’clock p. m. 


THE BANQUET. 


Tue Annual Banquet at the American House, in the evening of February 
21st, the opening day of the Encampment, brought together a brilliant assem- 
blage. Commander Fred E. Bolton led the grand march of the “Boys in Blue,” 
through the spacious corridors of the hotel to the dining hall, where Col. Keeler’s 
connoisseurs had exercised their best taste. 

When the company had found their seats, divine blessing was invoked by 
Chaplain-in-Chief Cole, after which an hour or more was spent in disposing of the 
edibles provided by the menu, and cigars were lighted. 

Commander Bolton called the company to order, and said: 

_“T think, brothers, that, apparently, we are ready for the speech-making to 
begin. As you have heard me for the past three years at these banque 
intend to give you somewhat of a variety, and outside of welcoming our di 
guished guests from the State, City, Commandery-in-( ‘hief, Grand Army of the 
Republic, and sister divisions, I shall present one who will have full charge of 
the evening’s entertainment. I now have great pleasure in introducing as ‘Toast- 
Master, Past Captain Edward H. Lounsbury of Camp 66, Woburn.” 

_ Brother Lounsbury was greeted with applause, and expressed his apprecia- 
tion of the honor which had been conferred upon him, and requested Brother 
Mark Cotton of Camp 66, Woburn, to lead in the singing of such patriotic airs 
as “America,” “Marching ‘Through Georgia,” etc., which were provided on 
printed slips, 


COL, HENRY A. THOMA 


Bro. Lounsbury then expressed regret at the inability of Gov. Frederic T. 
Greenhalge to be present, but said that he was glad to introduce one worthy to 
represent the Governor, Col. Henry A. Thomas, Private Secretary, who would 
speak for His Excellency on “The Grandeur and Glory of Our Commonwealth.” 

Col. Thomas was received with three cheers and a tiger, and said: 

“Mr. ‘Toast-Master and Sons of Veterans, I thank you, first of all for your 
most cordial greeting. I regret, as you do, that His Excellency, the Governor, is 
Not present on this occasion, but it is generally understood that he is at his 
home, on account of illness, where he will be obliged to remain for several weeks 
yet, recruiting from the exhausting effects of the work which he has done.* 

“It is a pleasure for me, representing the Old Commonwealth, to look into 
the faces of the young men here to-night, and to bring to you her greetings I 
welcome to the old Commonwealth, in behalf of the Governor. your Commander- 
in-Chief, who comes from the West. I am proud to be here to welcome my 
friend, who has presided so successfully over your organization, Col Bolton. 
(Applause. 
“I have had the pleasure, on many occasions, to meet with the veterans of 
the late war; but this is the first opportunity that I have had to be at a gathering 
of Sons of Veterans. I see my old friend Rev. Mr. Horton is here too; that 
gives me inspiration. (Laughter.) 

“A young gentleman was telling me last night about the restaurant at the 
Charity Fair, where two oysters were walking along in the street, and one said 
to the other that he was going to the fair, but he said he did not know why they 
should want two of them there. (Laughter.) 

“T am also reminded of a story which | heard the other night in Worcester. 
‘There were two men sitting up with a corpse, and there was something the mat- 
ter with the cords of the leg, and they had to tie the leg to the bed post. After 


Note— Governor Greenhalge died at his home in Lowell, at 12.50 ».m., March 5, 1896 and 
was buried with honors befitting the purity of his life and the dignity of his high office. 
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they had been there a little while, during the night, one of the watchers said he 
guessed he would go down stairs, there was no need of two of them there. _ After 
he had been gone a little while, the rope broke and the corpse sat up in the bed,, 
and the fellow who had been left alone with the corpse said: ‘Excuse me, but if, 
you are going to sit up like that, I will go too.’ (Laughter.) a4 

“T do not want to compare Mr. Horton to a corpse, because he is too lively 
a man for that, but when te is present, you do not need anybody or anything, 
else; he is a brass band and a whole orchestra in himself. (Laughter.) H 

“The body of the Sons of Veterans reminds one of the volunteers of Mass: 
achusetts who went forth from here in the days of 1861. ‘They were young, 
courageous and full of patriotism, and they laid their lives upon the altar of their 
country, for their country’s good. We set here, to-night, men like them, young, 
vigorous and loyal, who are ready, not only to preserve the memory of the, 
fathers, but also to rally around the old flag and thus preserve the principles and 
institutions for which their fathers fought. (Applause.) § 

“ Your organization is not necessary to prove your loyalty to the State and to 
the Union, but the fact t you are banded together for fraternal and charitable, 
purposes, is a double evidence that you have within you the same spirit which. 
animated your ancestors when they responded to the ‘call of Abraham Lincoln, 
with the feeling that slavery should be crushed out, that the Union should be 
preserved, and that the old flag should wave untarnished, (Applause.) : 

“There is a sentiment among the people of the United States that we should 
not have a large: rmy, the same as they do in foreign countries; but 
the 6,500 militiamen of Massachusetts, and the 115,000 or more throughout the 
country, are a menance and a warning to every man in the country who would create 
disorder and disturbance on any occasion, and the young men who come from the 
common schools of Massachusettts are imbued with spirit which, in any emer- 
gency, would stand up to defend the honor and the principles of our government. 
(Applause.) 

“Memories of the great war of the rebellion should not be forgotten, and in 
the history which we give to our pupils in our public schools, and in every other 
way, we should draw the line between loyalty and treason. (Applause.) 

“We should never forget that the ‘Boys of the North’ fought for the flag 
and for union, but that the rebels fought for dis-union and the destruction of the 
government. (Applause.) 

“These are facts which cannot be blotted out, but our duty as American 
citizens to-day is, I understand, to bridge over as far as possible, the chasm 
which separated us during those years, to unite one and all, for cementing the 
union of these states, to press forward and carry our country to nobler heights 
and grander achievments. ‘To day we say, ‘One country, one flag, no North, no 
South, but one country and one destiny !’” (Applause.) 

“My friends, I am neither a Veteran nora Son of a Veteran, I am sorry to 
say. That is not my fault. But, when I come into a gathering of this kind, my 
blood kindles and ‘ingles with a feeling of loyalty and enthusiasm, and my 
sympathies are with you just the sam Boys of Massachusetts have inherited 
a birthright which is given to the citizens ‘of no other state in this glorious 
Union, and on an occasion like this, or on any other when we are called upon 
to respond for the old Commonwealth, we have a right to refer to the faith and 
courage of the Pilgrim, we have a right to call to mind the Voice of Liberty and 
Independence which echoed in Faneuil Hall and the Old South Meeting House, 
and we are proud also to know that the first blood that was shed during the 
Rebellion, in the streets of Baltimore, was that of Massachusetts troops. 
(Applause.) F 

“Because we have been so richly endowed, we. have a larger and a deeper 
responsibility. Our duty as American citizens, is to see that the work which 
was accomplished by the war—the honor which was attained by the flag when 
Lee laid down his sword and placed it in the hands of General Grant, we must 
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see that the fruits of that war are maintained and that Massachusetts is always 
kept at the front. 

“We have lived in the past, in an age of triumph, but we are just entering 
upon a century which will be one of moral and scientific growth. To the young 
men of Massachusetts, to the young men of the country, is entrusted the hope 
of the future. 

“When Columbus started on his voyage, he ventured out upon a trackless 
ocean, not knowing what was before him. When Winthrop came to Massa- 
chusetts, he came to founda state. He gave his life and his fortune for the 
benefit of the state Our fathers had obstacles to overcome which we do not 
have. We have the advantage of education and associations like these, and our 
duty, as patriots and as descendants of men who have shown their loyalty and 
their courage in the defense of the Union, is to always stand for the right and 
for the maintenance of that flag and for all that it represents. To-day, character 
is power, it is the diamond which cuts everything: Without character, the men 
of Massachusetts, the men of this country, will count for nothing. 

‘It is for us,as we love the old Commonwealth, as we love our common 
country, on the eve of the day when we celebrate the birth of Washington, the 

Father of Our Country’, as we remember that great name whose birthday we 
celebrated on the r2th of February,—that name which is sacred as is none 
other in American History, Abraham Lincoln. (Great Applause.) When we 
remember that he lifted the shackles from four million slaves, so it is our 
mission to lift the burdens and shackles from suffering humanity, to ‘act well 
our part in life, to be true heroes in the march of life. (Applause.) 

‘My friends, I thank you for this cordial welcome. Again I extend the 
greetings and congratulations of the Commonwealth to this convention which is 
assembled to-day and will meet again tomorrow. You have my best wishes for 
success, and as I said to Commander Derby the other night in this hall, if my 
voice and my influence are worth anything, they can be always counted on the 
side of the Veteran Soldier, of the loyal men and the loyal women, of patriotism 


and loyalty throughout Massachusetts and throughout the country.” (Great 
(Applause.) 


CAPTAIN CHRISTOPHER F. O'BRIEN. 


S In the absence of the Honorable Josiah Quincy, Jr., Mayor of the city of 
oston, Toast-Master Lounsbury called upon Capt. Christopher I’. O’Brien of 


Camp 46, Ex-President of the Boston Common Council, to speak for the “ City ki 


of Boston.” He said: 


E par cast Master and Brothers of the Order: The representative of His 
Asche povenor of Massachusetts, has spoken so well and so truly, and 
that thinle cae Fens and beautiful words to the members of our organization, 
Dutta Ana ees him immediately, might well be pardoned if he said 
<weilldoneuenal ace a to} follow the dictates of my own desires, I would say, 
represedlatee Sica: nae: But the City of Boston deserves some word from a 
thathanere 4 1s fortunate enough to be here to-night, and while [ r ealize 
at ae retard as Iam, I cannot do her claims to your love and honor justice, 
he Races raat ceentite welcome you in her name and remind you of some of 
decessor in sneakinewos ee yous, Iam reminded by the example of my pre- 
(Laughter) 5 a story. assure you it is the first one I ever told. 
“T heard this story that T am going to relate to you, on last Memorial Day, 

at the dinner of the Edward W. Kingsley Post, at Young’s Ilotel. It has had 
time to get all around since then, but I hope it has not. It was told by Mayor 
Bancroft of Cambridge, and it runs something like this: There was at the out- 
break of the war, a certain regiment of militia in a certain state, Rhode Island 
or Connecticut T think (laughter), and as the dar days began fo; fall upon the 
nation, so of course the courage of some of the weaker ones began to go down, 
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but to keep up their patriotism, and incidentally perhaps, to have a good time, 
knowing that they might be called upon at any time to serve their country, they 
hit upon the plan of giving a dinner at which patriotic speeches were to be fired 
off and a general good time had, and the result would be the raising of the 
courage and hopes of the people. _ So this dinner was held, and the Toast-Master, 
in rising to propose the health of the company, or regiment, and to speak some 
words in its favor, hada very nice speech prepared all ready to deliver. He 
started I think, all right, and he said: ‘ Comrades, here’s to the militia of the 
State of Connecticut, may it never want,’ and then he hesitated. Then he said, 
“Comrades, here to the militia of the State of Connecticut, may it never want.’ and 
he hesitated again. ‘ May it never want,’ another hesitation, and then somebody 
whose courage was fast oozing out said, ‘ May it never be wanted’ (Laughter.) 

“T wish very much to-night that his Honor, the Mayor of Boston, or his 
representative in the person of his private Secretary might be here, and in that 
case I would not be ‘wanted.’ As late as four o’clock this afternoon, His Honor 
sent to my office to see if this was going to be a full dress affair, so I know that 
he had every intention of coming here and paying all due respects to the society 
in which he might find himself. Something unforseen must have happened. 

“Asa brother of the Order, it is of course-to be expected that I take a per- 
sonal interest in it, which would perhaps be hard for one not associated with it 
to feel, yet I suppose I am not here particularly as a brother of the Order, but 
as a representative for the time being, of the city of Boston. 

“T think the fact to which the Toast-Master referred, that the loyal citizens 
all over Massachusetts look on the city of Boston with feelings of love and 
pride; love for her and her institutions, and pride because of her successful 
position among the great cities of the country. And it is no doubt a fact that 
the city of Boston, perhaps more than any other city or town in the Common- 
wealth, had impressed upon the minds of her citizens what the horrors of the 
war meant. From each town and city went out a regiment to the seat of war, 
and most of them, from whatever part of the state they came, or numbers of 
them, passed through Boston. Not only her own citizens and her own sons, but 
the sons of the other cities and towns, as they passed through here were admired 
and gazed upon by the women and children who remained behind; and I have 
heard my mother speak often, of one particular regiment from the state of Maine 
that she saw go out from here, specimens of bravery, specimens of manhood, 
most of them six feet and over tall, ruddy and strong and vigorous, going out 
in all their health and strength and might, hardy and brave to fight the battles 
of their country. 

“ Strangely enough, she happened also to be at the depot when that regiment 
returned, and when that regiment came back there was scarcely anything to 
identify it as the regiment that went out, except the lettering on the flag, other- 
wise the men would not have been recognized as the same strong and vigorous 
men who went forth three years before. ‘That is only one instance, but the city 
of Boston and its people—those who have seen and those who have heard,— 
remember what the effects of the war were, and they have an abiding sense of 
the sacrifices that were made by the loyal men who went forth for their country’s 
salvation. 

“The city of Boston is also noted for its hospitality, and whenever guests 
come to its doors, there is never any question but what these doors are wide 
open, and inside « the citizens of Boston ready to receive with open arms those 
who come to them. It gives me pleasure to-night, speaking as I am called upon 
to do, for the authorities of the city of Boston, to welcome to its gates, and 
within its precincts, the loyal brothers of the Sons of Veterans of Massachusetts. 
T know I only speak what his Honor, the Mayor, would speak if he were here. 

“T remember three years ago, on the first occasion when the New England 
Association had its dinner in this banquet hall, that the city was then represented 
by the Chairman of its Board of Aldermen, and he said at that time to the Sons 
here, ‘Whenever the Sons of Veterans want anything in Boston go to the 
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Mayor and he will give it to you; and if you cannot tind the Mayor come to 
John Lee, and ‘he will do what he can for you.’ Well, [ knew Mr. Lee was a 
very good fellow, he could tella very good story and was quite a politician, and I 
was not quite sure whether he meant what he said or not, so the next time the 
Sons of Veterans wanted anything I went to him and the thing was done, and I 


have had an abiding sense of his sincerity since that time. (Applause and: 


Laughter.) 

“I feel that I can say to the Sons of Veterans here to-night, that if there is 
anything that the city of Boston can do for their interests or for their benetit, it 
is only necessary to make the request to the authorities and the thing will be 
done. : 

“Brothers, am glad to be here to-night. I am glad that I have had the 
opportunity of talking to you. While it has been no great source of pleasure to 
you, and a source of embarassment to me, it has yet been a duty t was 
pleasant, and if I have left anything unsaid that you think I should have said, 
I hope that in your imagination you will kindly supply it. [thank you for your 
attention and I wish you all, ‘God speed!” — ~ - 


COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, WILLIAM H. RUSSELL. 


r Commander-in-Chief William H. Russ ll, being introduced to respond for the 

Sons of Veterans,” was received with tremendous cheers, and said : 

_ Mr. Toast-Master and Brothers of the Sons of Veterar I thank you for 
this cordial, kindly welcome at your hands. [am glad to meet with you around 
this banquet board, glad to look in the happy, contented faces of this splendid 
gathering of the young men of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

“I come to you from my breezy western home upon the prairies of Kansas, 
those Prairies that were once known as ‘bleeding Kansas.’ The trials and hard- 
ships of its early pioneers were as severe as those endured by the Puritan 
F athers upon this historic soil, so many years ago. 

I come from a state conceived in the thought of liberty, born in blood- 
shed, christened in the fiery tempests of war, and nourished in tragedy, in ars 
a fiercest struggle for the right, in visitation of drought and in raid of gr: 

opper, but always Kansas, always fulfilling the perfect motto emblazoned upon 
her coat-of-arms, ‘Ad Astraper Aspera, —‘To the Stars, through the Clouds.’ 

_ She is ever grandly moving upward in the march of progress, and though 
at times her star has been obscured, yet it has always been shining behind the 
conde And now the clouds have cleared away, and Kansas’ star is shining 
sor upon her snow-kissed, wind-swept plains, her boundless, billowing prairies, 
‘ull of the warmth of the glad springtime, domed over by the bluest, fairest 
skies eyes ever looked upon. ’ 

(of ee peemete you with a message from the hearts of the best and truest boys 
Divisione ani of those before me) upon the prairies, from the loyal Kansas 
nobleana ee Wace of the great hearted Leland J. Webb (applause), the 
asheus eet arles D. Jones, the faithful Frank A. Agnew, the orator, and 
Harner oe 2 ee himself Agriculturist Ed. H. Madison, the level-headed 

GT cone £r4 ae le, scholarly, warm-hearted, loyal Borin. eT. 
of the peerless ae be; Missouri boys in Encampment assembled, that division 
the RREBEILGH toGe ee that state where almost the opening struggle of 
first do het P Ela: that state where Lyons died and Grant fought his 

good fight, that state where the ‘Blue and Gray,’ heroes both, fought, 
brother against brother, falling with their faces toward each other, and all 
buried in the soil made precious by their sacred blood. 

I come, too, from the Brothers of the Ohio Division, in Encampment 
assembled, that division of the gallant Wm. . Bundy and of the noble and 
warm-hearted Dan S. Gardner, Surgeon-General; from that state which gave 
the nation the incomparable Grant, General of the victorious armies of the 
Union, and President of the Re-united Republic (Applause); that state which 
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gave us the matchles: Sherman, who marched to Atlanta, and from Atlanta to 
the Sea (Applause); that state, too, that claims him known to you as ‘ Dashing 
Phil Sheridan,’ who won the stars of the highest rank in the armies of the 
nation. Irom these I come to you, to the Grand Old Bay State, the home of 
the early Puritan Fathers, to the battlefields of Lexington and Bunker Hill, to 
the site of the grandest monument to Liberty the world has ever known, to old 
Faneuil Hall, known the world over as ‘The Cradle of Liberty,’ in which the 
early patriots rocked the child freedom in its infancy; to the city that once had 
a surplus of tea (Laughter), and summarily disposed of the same, without due 
process of law; to the city of the highest intellectual attainments in the land, 
that old Puritanic city, home of wealth and ease and pride, home of science, art 
and letters and a thousand things beside, to you, to the Division of 
Massachusetts, which holds within its membership some of the brightest minds 
of our Order: Daniel F. Goulding, genial and warm-hearted Brother (Applause), 
member of the Council-in-Chief; to the division of that grand, able, noble, 
manly man, Past Commander-in-Chief Joseph B. Maccabe (Applause); to the 
division of that prince of young men whom I have learned to love and esteem 
for his many admirable and manly qualities, your Commander, Col. Fred E. 
Bolton (Loud Applause); to you, Brothers of Massachusetts and of New Eng- 
land, have | come from the far West, with fraternal greetings from the brothers 
who would fain join hand ith you and march on in the ranks of Friendship, 
Charity and Loyalty, toa higher prosperity in our beloved Order. (Applause.) 

“T come with a message of good tidings and great joy. We havea heritage, 
my Brothers, that is priceless; it is more than the heritage of princes and peers 
of the realm, and let me say to you to-night, that it is becoming more valuable 
in the eyes of the world every day. 

“You who can see but little worth in this grand order of ours, let me call 
your attention to the fact that the time is fast approaching, yes, it now is when 
Senators and Congressmen, Governors and Judges, and other eminent men of 
this nation, are being enrolled as members of the camps of our Order, (Applause.) 

“But lately, Senator Davis of Minnesota, was mustered as a member of St. 


Paul Camp No. 1. 
“Senator Thurston of Nebraska, has long been a valued member of the 


Omaha camp. eee . f 

“ Congressman Charles Curtis of Kansas, is an able and valued member of 
Old Abe Camp No. 16, of Topeka: 

“Congressman Jesse Overstreet of Indiana, is one of the regular attendants 
at the camp meetings of his local camp, when at home. He is one of the able 
and pushing members of that division, and was last year, its Adjutant. 

“ Lieut.-Governor Jones of Ohio, is one of the best members of his local 
camp at Youngstown, and is one of the pushing members of his division. 

“These are but examples, they are growing more and more numerous day 


by day. 

i Pee nator Davis of Minnesota, is the author of the resolution introduced in 
the Senate, upon the Munroe Doctrine, and Senator Thurston made one of the 
ablest speeches in favor of the passage of that resolution, a speech that makes 
me feel proud that I am a Son of a Veteran, and a speech, too, that bears upon 
its face, the impress of the teachings of the camp room and of our Order. 
(Applause.) 

“ With men of such high character and position deeming it an honor to wear 
our badge, our standing as an Order is assured. We are beginning to be recog- 
nized as a factor in teaching patriotism. People are coming to believe that there 
is no better school for patriotism, no more progressive spirit, no higher mission, 
no loftier aspiration, no more commendable principles than ours, and they are 
right. ‘The grand principles of the Sons of Veterans, born of the sacrifices and 
heroism of our fathers, cemented by the ties of a common brotherhood, will 


live forever. 
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“But my Brothers, what do these three principles mean to you? Do you 
know that they are God-given? Christ said, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might; and thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.’ Friendship, Charity and Loyalty. Friend- 
ship, Love, and Loyalty,— but the greatest of these is Low. And as upon 
those two commandments hang all the law and the prophets, so upon Love hangs 
all your duty and all your privilege to our beloved Order. 


“Love is ever alike, upon the sea of life and upon the tranquil scenes of the 
camp life. Its courses gleam and sparkle as we move along in our duty to our 
Order, and we are reminded that the battle’s din is over, that God’s angel of 
peace has spread her white wings over land and sea, and that throughout a 
re-united country, freedom’s holy light shines into every hut and every palace 
beneath the shadow of that flag.” (Applause.) 


“O, my Brothers, let us improve the grand opportunity given us by the 
freedom we enjoy, let us love the camp room and its associations, let us keep 
it pure and sacred as love itself, let us make it our school-room, teaching love 
from Brother to Brother, love for our grand Order and its duties to society, 
love for the Veteran and his widow and orphan, love for the memory of his 
heroic sacrifices to maintain the Union, love for the banner of beauty and 
glory, and love for the grandest country on earth. (Applause.) 


“May God fill our hearts with the love, my Brothers, that will make us 
more devoted Sons of Veterans, with the faith that is pure, and the courage that 
is undaunted, to the end that we may carry our andard on to that certain 
victory that awaits the sincere efforts of him who loves his God, who loves his 
country and his country’s cause, and those attributes that go to make up noble, 
manly men. May God give us a love that will make us better men, worthy of 
ene) ove end esteem, of our Brothers, truer in our devotion to the cause of our 

geet, anc stronger in our loyalty to our country; a love, in short, that will 
Se yeaihe ssetuinto that pathway that leads from the valley to the mountain-top, 
etc air is purer and the vision more inspiring, that leads unto the noblest 

anhood and the highest citizenship that is open to him who dwells in liberty’s 
sunlight. 

Tha. n 
ae fe Bb equipped, my Brothers, we shall be better able to take up the heavier 

urdens that will certainly come to us with the decline of the Grand Army of 
the Republic. J 
ea nes Yeats arehrushing by us like the wind, We see not whence the day 
Sis tka ery a ise it is tending, and we seem ourselves my Brothers, to 
ventnets ig ie ee years without a sense that the Veteran is changing, and 
their folia re Pine ppl of his strength as the winter’s winds rob the trees of 
snow-king peavera thea peering his head with | the snow of the opts Maes uate 
Ronee a i semountatn Time is thinning the ranks, in his relentless 
is eee se ite a errible xposure that the veteran was forced to undergo in 
See eset ey -ninsula, or by the gun-shot wound he received in the shock 
Reldenbs BaP aI Brothers, will he, conqueror upon a hundred battle- 
Rec ar ee ae >y the grim conqueror of all the earth, but the memory of his 
A ; teroic valor and unselfish devotion will live forever in the record that 
time is writing upon the pages of the years. 

fia tnepuiaee tips nae met in encampment and reunion, as in fact to- 

ates if oe cl your city streets and have seen you your men 
your uniforms of blue, how their hearts must have quickened as the 
memory of the old days came stealing across their minds, as in you, they looked 
back across the intervening years and saw themselves as they were thirty-five 
years ago. ¢ ? 
. © Let me just for one moment draw aside the curtain of the past, and look 
into the mind of one of those old veterans, and see the retrospect, the vivid 
panorama that is being re-enacted in his mind to-night, as he sits, perhaps by his 
warm hearthstone and thinks of the days long gone by. I have drawn the 
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curtain. I see the recruit, the tearful parting from home and loved ones, 
the white tents, the camp fire, the nightly bivouac, the jolly song and the 
revelling of the camp, the letter from home telling of loved ones, the camp in 
peaceful slumber, the silent sentinel pacing back and forth upon his lonely beat, 
the early tap of the drum, the forced march, the encounter, the rows of glistening 
bayonets, the gleam of flashing sabres, the smoke of bloody battle, the boom of 
roaring cannon, and with my ear to the past, I can hear the groans of those 
wounded and dying. I see the rout and the victory, all, all are things of the past, 
but as vivid and as clear as the flash of the lightning is to me. Clearer and more 
vivid to me than all else, is the exultant cry of triumph that went up from the 
loyal hearts of the nation when the flag was folded in the glory of a conquered 
peace at Appomattox. 

“On both sides were vacant chairs, and widows and orphans were many, 
but time has healed many wounds, has assuaged many sorrows and has done 
much to s-ften the bitter antagonisms of the two sections. One side was wrong, 
eternally wrong, but it will not be many days on that sweetly sad Memorial 
Day, when across the flower-strewn graves of the victims of that fierce conflict, 
the Blue and the Gray will join hands in friendly clasp, and with sad_hearts and 
tearful eyes, pay mutual tribute to the memory of the departed, the first refrain- 
ing to upbraid, the latter willing to admit the wrong, both glad that over them 
to-day floats the stars and stripes,—glorious emblem of an indivisible and 
perpetual Union, (Applause.) 

“O, my Brothers, how this opens to us a life full of duty, of love and of 
privilege. “We must attain our highest ideal in this life. We may falter in the 
flush of tory, or in the pride of mankind. We may make mistakes, but my 
Brothers, let me charge you, though the rivers cease to flow, though the springs 
cease to gush, though the birds cease to sing, yea, though the very stars of 
heaven fall from their eternal settings in their diadem in the sky, yet let me 
charge you, fail not in your duty to him who never faltered in the day that 
tried the souls of men; fail not in your duty to her who has been his solace, his 
nurse; fail not in your duty to his children; fail not in your duty to your 
country’s flag; fail not in your duty to your country, which, though seventy 
years and more have elapsed since the enunciation of that doctrine, is yet a 
country that is ready to back up the Munroe Doctrine by every man and every 
dollar that is available in the nation to-day. (Applause.) 

«“T was reminded this evening, in glancing over these songs which you have 
printed in such neat form, that I'am near the home of that peerless song writer 
Julia Ward Howe, and the closing lines of the Battle Hymn of the Republic 
have been running through my mind. More sublimely beautiful than any other 
poem in the languages of men, more terrible in its scathing denunciation of the 
so-called ‘divine institution’ of slavery that Abraham Lincoln destroyed with 
one stroke of his pen (Applause), more awful in its bloody vengeance prophesied, 
and more joyously jubilant in the final triumph of right, 


‘Tn the beauty of the lillies, Christ was born across the sea 
With a glory in His bosom that (ransfigures you and me.” 


“In the beauty of the lillies!’ Christ himself testified as to the most 
beautiful thing on earth, when he said, ‘Consider the lillies of the field, how 
they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin; but yet’ I say unto you that 
Solomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like one of these.” Those closing 
lines are full of tender, holy thoughts of the Saviour, borne way across the sea 
from the other side of the world with the transfiguring light of the sonship of 
God in His loving heart, lines full of touching appeal for the patriotism of the 
nation to follow the great Exemplar for freedom’s sake. 

“Was there ever anything more sublime, more beautiful, more heart-stirring ? 
Christ left the courts of glory, and came into a sin-stained world with a divine 
purpose in his earth life, ‘Greater love hath no man than this, that he lay 
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down his life for his friends,’ and the great song writer, with that grandest 
example of self-sacrifice as a foundation, made this touching appeal for the cause 
of freedom : 

‘In the beauty of the lillies, Christ was born across the sea 


With a glory in His vosom that transfigures you and me, 
As he died to’make men holy, let us die to make men free.’ 


I have believed ever since I came to know that song, that it was worth ten 
legions of armed men in the field, by inspiring with undaunted courage and true- 
hearted bravery, those who went from the clear sunlight of peace into the 
darkening shadows of war, and as I have believed that, I have been led to 
believe that the story of our fathers through the years of 1861 to ’65, would 
prove an inspiration that would impel each one of us, through all the years of 
life, to work out our high mission as Sons of Veterans. ‘ 

: “What greater words could I bring to you than to tell you the inspiration 
which should be yours in your duty as Sons of Veterans? “May your Encamp- 
ment prove fruitful in its legislation and in its results, and I can give you no 
more kindly word of my feeling for each and every one of you than the words 
of Tiny Tim,—‘ God bless you, God bl you every one.’ (Applause.) 


PAST COLONEL CHARL 


SK. DARLING. 


At this point Past Col. Charles Kk. Darling, arose, standing be: ide a flag- 
festooned portrait of Capt. John G. B. Adams, Past Commander-in-Chief of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, and spoke as follows: 
ee Mr. Toast-Master and Brothe My rising at this time without introduc- 
tion indicates very plainly to you that Iam not one of the regular speakers of 
the evening, but through the regretted absence of another, I am called upon to 
perform a duty in behalf of the Commandery-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans, 
which Lam sure is pleasant to us all. During the year in which Commander-in- 
Chief Maccabe stood at the head of this Order, however it may have been in the 
past, and however it may be in the future, we know that we had in the Grand 
Army of the Republic, true and loyal friendship, from its head down. We 
appreciate the fact that at that time, the Commander-in-Chief was a man who 
had in his heart an abiding faith in, and love for young men, and particularly 
for the Sons of Union Soldiers. 

“T cannot refrain from recalling that there was associated with him that 
grand man, his Adjutant-General, now gone beyond, but leaving to us a memory 
of one who was ever active in behalf of others; a noble, Christian gentleman. 
I refer, as you well know, to Adjutant-General James I’. Meech, and I have to 
say that the calls which we received from these men at our headquarters were a 
source of strength and inspiration to us. 

A aes ae things, by vote of the Thirteenth Annual Encampment, 
ote Ese nD rt, owa, Brother Maccabe and myself were appointed a com- 
7 _fo Secure some suitable testimonial to the retiring Commander-in-Chief, 
was not an easy thing to do. We debated it long and earnestly. I think 
perhaps it was well that we did not at once decide, for last fall at our Annual 
Encampment at Knoxville, Tenn., way down there below Mason and Dixon's 
Line, the intended donee of our gift was present, and those of us who heard 
the grand words Which he spoke at those notable gatherings, especially of the 
Iex-Confederate Soldiers, when I believe we were making history as truly as 
history was ever made, those who saw him enter into the life and spirit of our 
Encampment will never forget it, and the great body of this Order throughout 
the country learned what we have known all the time, the sort of a man he is. 

And I want to say to you, Captain Adams, that if our purses were as large 
as our hearts we would say to you ‘Go and pick out anything you want and you 
shall have it at our hands.’ (Applause.) ig 

fis We were fortunate in finding a young artist, a man whom [ assure you 
both Captain Adams and myself have learned to respect and esteem very highly. 
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And as the result of his art, Iam able to introduce Captain Adams, I believe, 
to himself. Ll ask you Sir, to accept this gift, remembering that it comes from 
the whole Order of the Sons of Veterans, and rest assured that behind it stands 
our best wishes for your future health, prosperity and happiness.” (.\pplause.) 


PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF JOHN G. Te ADAMS. 


I. Adams, Past Commander-in-Chief of the 
en a rousing reception and spoke as follows: 
ventlemen of the Sons of Veterans. I did not 
require a testimonial at your hands to prove to me that your hearts are warm 
toward me. While Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
I had no better au ary than the Sons of Veterans of the United States. 
(Applause. ) Wherever I went, I found them active and earnest in the interest 
of the old comrade: : 

a | ure you that I thank you very much for thi testimonial. I ought to 
be surprised, but Iam not, because | have been entertained for hours by my 
good friend the artist who sits at my right, while he used the brush and brought 
sat the likeness which you see before you. It has been a pleasant session that 
[ had with our friend Paxfow, and it isa very pleasant session that Iam having 
to-night with you. é 

“7 want to say a word to you, then [ must run to catch the train. I thank 
ly. Consider that I accept the gift. Box it up ‘Darling,’ and send 
ce. (Applause and Laughter.) And now Boys, while your Commander- 
speaking, he struck a vein in which my mind had been running all 
the evening, when he said how the old scenes of the past come up. to us old 
comrades. [How thirty-five years have been wiped out in my mind as I sat and 
gazed in the faces of the boys. You are not really boys, you are all young men. 
There is hardly a boy here but who is older than I was when I took my musket 
in defence of the union and the flag, and yet it seems to me as though I was back 
with the old Company A of the roth Regiment, and I think of the dear fellows, 
the old boys who marched witn me, and recall that out of the first eight men 
that marched away only two ever lived to come back, and I say here, which is 
a matter of pride, that out of the 1o1 men who marched away in that old 
company, I was the only man who was finally mustered out of its ranks in 1865. 
So that is what the war did for the old company that I enlisted in. 


ivand Army of 


‘apt. John G 
the Republic, was 


“My Darling (laughter) and 


you sincer 
it to my ot 
in-Chief w 


“Now Boys, the war is over. ‘The Grand Army, when they came marching 
home, said to each other that they would never put on a uniform again, and that 
they would never call any one ‘Commander.’ But why did they organize? 


they found that poverty was getting into the homes of their comrades, 
because the disabled comrades came to them and asked them to assist them to 
obtain employment, because the widows and orphans of the boys who marched 
forth by our sides, but came not back, came to us and asked for assistance. 
Still more, we found that the country was not being conducted as it should be, 
and so at our altar, we took a solemn obligation to encourage honor and purity 
in public affairs, and in the spirit of loyalty, defend the flag of the Union in 
peace, just as we had defended it in war. (Applause.) And then the time came 
ina few y when we felt that we could not do this alone, so some one was 
inspired to organize camps of the Sons of Veterans. 

“You Boys are just beginning to be appreciated. The day will come when 
you will be re pected as the Grand Army is to-day. There is plenty of work for 
you todo. Every Post with which you may be connected needs your services, 
and I know they will have them. As has been said by your Commander-in- 
Chief, men are going to rush to your ranks, just as they have rushed to the ranks 
of the Grand Army. Why, in 1879, when I had the honor to be Department- 
Commander in this state, we numbered less than 7000 men. Even comrades of 
the war did not feel it their duty to join the Grand Army of the Republic, but 
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to-day there are but very few men having an honorable discharge who do not 
think it best to don the bronze button and put on the Grand Army uniform, 
So it will be with the Sons, who are proud of their fathers’ record; they will 
come to your ranks, and the Sons of Veterans of the future will be what the 
Grand Army is to-day. There is a necessity, not for a standing army, but fora 
loyal army, an army composed, as your organization is, of loyal men who believe 
in this nation, who believe it is to go onward and forward, chat it shall be pure, 
that political life shall be pure, that good men shall be in office, and that every- 
thing that was saved by the fathers shall be secured to those who come after. 

“God bless you, Boys, in your wor! If there is anything I can do to help 
you [except get ‘you a job] (Laughter) I shall be v glad to do it. Come up 
and see me at the State [ouse, but you can’t bor any money from me, 
(Laughter) 

“T must run and catch a train, or I would talk to you longer. I thank 
you most sincerely, and will accept the picture or anything else that you have in 
stock (Applause). Let me introduce the fellow who did the job.” 

Capt. Adams presented Mr. William M. Paxton, the artist, whose fine work 
had elicited so many pleasing comments. Mr. Paxton bowed his acknowledg- 
ments and was heartily cheered. 
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The Commander of the Department of Massachusetts, Grand Army of the 
Republic, Wm, P, Derby, was presented by the Toast Master and addressed the 
gathering as follows : 

“Mr. Toast Master and Sons of Veterans: Outside my usual course T have 
penned a few thoughts for utterance to-night, but after all I do not know but 
you will feel that I had better take the young child’s advice when a man had 
come to speak in the Sunday School and asked the children what he should say. 
One little boy quickly raised his hand and _ said, “Say Amen, and sit down.’ 
(Applause.) And so at this late hour, perhaps, it might be best to be brief, and 
to give directness to the thoughts which I may utter, I will read to you the 
thoughts which I have here to-night. 

“You are here because of the estimate you place upon the services of your 
fathers, and because of your purpose to perpetuate their virtues and their mem- 
ones, as well as to preserve the results of their victories. Many who hold the 
same birthright have not enrolled themselves because they lack a proper 
appreciation of the dignity of such action. 

“We hear to-day on évery hand persons anxiously inquiring at every source 
for evidence whether or no they may be sons of the Revolution, and we gladly 
applaud their anxiety, for we are sure that no member of the Grand Army of 
the Republic would detract one iota from the honor that is due the Revolutionary 
Soldier, We are glad to see this interest manifested, yet there is no one here, 
however daring, who would be willing to say that the soldiers of 1861 to 1865 did 
Ree as much upon the field of action and show a cou rage worthy of equal 

ise, 

“Your loyalty to the memory of your fathers is a welcome prophecy of 
what we may expect in the future.” The life of your organization enforces that 
of the Grand Army of the Republic. Each year thousands of veterans are being 
mustered out and join the great command beyond, but you now compose nearly 
five million Sons of Veterans, and genetations to come will ever swell your 
numbers to a vaster throng. We must cease to exist while your numbers will 
be constantly augmenting. 

“When the millions of veterans now living have been mustered out, then 
those of their sons who are not with you now will better appreciate their 
heritage. Until then, Boys, stand firmly to the principles of your fathers; rally 
around Old Glory and draw from it an inspiration which shall clothe your citizen- 
ship with dignity and character. i . 


WM. P. DERBY, ¢ 
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“Let me impress upon you this thought, that you may lose no opportunity to 
prepar surselves for it. To no one generation is given the privilege of solving 
all the questions which may disturb our body politic or our fabric government. 


* Little did the generation before you realize the stern duties that they would be 


called upon to assume, and T risk nothing in assuring you that you are to have 
as grave responsibilities thrown upon you. It will not be war, I think, but it 
will be in the line of patriotic statesmanship to m the changes that will ever 
be forced upon us asa nation, Be loyal to your convictions and to your citizenship. 


There is surely a divinity which shapes our end The Revolutionary 
fathers could not have coped with the Rebellion of 1861 to 1865, and the eme 
gencies you will have to meet will be such as your fathers could not well have 
coped with, 

“This is an electrical age, and the slow moving methods of the past are 
antedated to-day. ‘The horse and engine give place to the dynamo; the tallow 
dip, whale oil, kerosene and gas are eclipsed by the dazzling electric light. Each 
generation keeps pace with the march of science, and there are forces under your 
command never before controlled by man, It will be yours to use them wisely 
and well. We look to you to realize our expectations, to lift our country and 
its institutions higher in the scale of excellence and to increase its material and 
educational advantage: In doing this you will not forget that the true concep- 
tion of a free nation is ‘a government of the people, for the people and by the 
people.’ 

“But may I direct your thoughts fora moment to our beloved Order? 1 
have a suggestion which you may yourselves be able to put into practice. I have 
often heard it d that your time has not yet come, Let me tell you the 
emergency is already upon us, and it is high time for the Sons of Veterans to act. 

“There are many VPosts in this department in which the question of how 
to maintain their ey >is a perplexing one. During the past year, 951 of 
our beloved comrades have been suspended from membership for non-payment 
of dues, and there are more than three times that number being borne upon our 
rolls at the expense of the various l’osts. ‘To the weaker Posts, this is a serious 
burden, 

“We have in this department 78 Posts containing 50 comrades or less, and 
15 of these have less than 25 members in good standing. 

“Often the comrades live a great distance from the place of meeting, and 
the dull routine of ritual and business is hardly an inducement to bring them 
out. Age adds its excuse for non-attendance, and thus they drop out, and the 
numerical strength of the Grand Army of the Republic is falling away. 

“Can not you, Sons of Veterans, introduce something to stem the tide? 
May you not introduce social o sions and entertainments, and start the old 
blood again in the veins of our comrades? Would it be possible for you to 
create a fund and guarantee that no deserving soldier hereafter shall be dropped 
from the Grand Army of the Republic? How many can you put back, of those 
that have been dropped the past year, into good standing in our Order? 

“These and a thousand other suggestions which your willing hearts may 
bring to your attention are open avenues for your labor. I suggest these points 
because, in working for others you bést develop yourselves, 

“Tf you are to be auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, it is time 
for you to be formulating plans and developing the work. And let me tell you 
that I have discovered in the last two years in this department work, that among 
some of your smaller camps some of the very best work of your Order to-day is 
being exemplified as they give the loyal, cordial support to the Posts, and one 
Post that I have in my mind has been saved within two months by the organiz- 
ing of a Sons of Veterans’ camp, and they have taken hold with a hearty good 
will. (Applause.) 
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“The world is waiting for young men to move to the front to-day, and he 
who waits for a place to be made for him will soon tind that another has moved 
into his place, and that he is left behind. 

“ Boys, as your fathers we feel,a just and honorable pride in you, and we 
look in confidence to see you realize our expectations. (.\pplause.) 

“One thought more, Sons of Veterans, and that is this: If you could have 
seen in our Department Enc mpment last week, at Lowell, the response which 
was given to a sentiment expressed by your humble servant in accepting the 
position of Department Commander, you would have felt as though the Grand 
Army of the Republic was growing nearer to you every day. 

“JT said I felt that it was high time that we made more use of our auviliaries, 
that the Sons of Veterans, the Women’s Relief Corps and the Ladies’ Aid should 
be drawn closer to ourselves, so-that we might make our work more effective 
and so that the Sons of Veterans, having something to do, would grow stronger 
in the exercise of that work and that strength which was thus required of them. 
(Applause.) o 

\ The next toast proposed was “The Old Flag,” by one who needs no introduc 
tion, Rev. Edward A, Horton, Chaplain of Edward W. Kingsley Post, G. A. R. 
(Applause.) 


REV. EDWARD A. HORTON, 


Mr. Horton was received with cheers and a“ He’s all right,” and spoke to 


the ass S$: 

“Mr, Toast-Master and Fellow Veterans, for you have proven your right 
to that title by staying so heroically to hear a good many speeches, and now you 
are actually smiling as you settle back for another (laughter. I should judge 
that you were a sort of a ‘ Won't go home until morning’ crowd (Laughter.) 
Well, I used to be that way (Laughter), but I require a little more sleep now. 

“T have a grudge against the Commander. [le got out of this thing 
altogether too easy. Ie evidently said, ‘1 will Bolt-On, and leave the rest’ 
(Laughter.) 3 

“Tam right sorry that my eloquent and learned friend ‘Thomas has gone. I 
would pay him off for calling me a ‘brass band’ (Laughter.) He is a preco- 
cious chap,— that Thomas is. Of course you could see by his gestures and the 
rolling, undulatory manner of his voice what he is practising for, You understand 
that he imagines, each time that he makes speeches now, that he is in Congress, 
and I sincerely hope he-will get there,— with all due pect to any individual 
who may be there now (Laughter.) I hope he will ‘ polish’ him otf. 

“ Now Thomas, of course, must have been v ry precocious when he was a 
boy or he couldn’t make such speeches as he does now. | will tell you a joke 
on him. He wasa young fellow, beginning in school,— this actually happened in 
Massachusetts, — not in Kansas. (Laughter.) ‘The word excavate was up and 
the school-marm said (the typical school-marm), ‘Well children, what does 
excavate mean? ‘It means to hollow out.’ ‘ Now, she said to the class, will you 
give an illustration of the use of the word excavate? and up bobbed ‘Thomas, the 
youngster, saying ‘ Ves'm, yes’m, when a boy cuts his finger he excavates, because 
he hollers out.” (Great merriment and applaus 4 

But there is another thing about Thomas,— another story. (At this point 
quite overcome by the wit of the speaker, to the great 


the reporters were 
> amusement of said speaker and the other listeners). Mr. Horton continued, 


addressing the reporte: 

ig am sorry this overcomes you, (Laughter) Ife, Thomas, was in school 
again, and it was something on Natural Ilistory this time, and the teacher was 
trying to draw out about the carrying power of birds, and she said, ‘ Well now, 
that is all very nice that we have gone over, but did you ever hear of a bird that 
could carry a man off, —a man-carrying bird?’ ‘Oh, yes,’ said_young Thomas. 
‘IT was coming along the street and I heard a boy say that his father had gone 
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off ona lark.’ (Renewed laughter, and overcoming of the reporters). This is 
the first time that I ever downed the reporters. (Laughter). Don’t go off ona 
lark. (Applause and laughter). 

“The reporters and I are good friends all the same, they pump me a great 
many times, and they owe me certain debts. 

“Now when you talk about that picture, I suppose that it is a good one of 
Adams, but he looks mighty like a parson. He is looking at me, perhaps he is 
looking at you. It is a good picture all the same, Mr. Artist. It is a splendid 
picture, and I saw the glow as I came toward it, feeling the genial touch of 
Adams’ spirit. Now I was going to revive something about Adams before he 
left, but he got off for that Lynn train too soon. He said to his mother once, 
(showing the turn of his mind)—he looked down at his shanks and said, 
‘Mamma, do you think my calves will ever grow to be cows?’ Well, whatever 
they have grown to, they never ‘ cowed’ in battle. (Applause.) 

“T wonder where my friend Chapelle is. Here he is, he looks like a parson, 
he has got a white necktie, Friend Chapelle will appreciate this story if you 
can stand another one. It refers to the facilities you reporters have, the boun- 
tiful, exuberant and fluent resources which seem to abound in you, and I think 
that the scene of the episode was out in Kansas; actually in Kansas. There was 
a Methodist preacher out there, (I think you have probably heard of them, Mr. 
Commander-in-Chief), a Methodist minister who had not — well it may have been 
in Nebraska, come to think of it. They are not half as good up there as they 
are in Kansas. (Laughter.) This Methodist minister had fared pretty badly, 
and he was about to leave his church, and he wanted to pay up-old scores (which 
all ministers will do sometimes in their farewell sermons ; they load up to the 

zazle with all sorts of ugly remembrances.) This Methodist minister went on 

y well till he got to the middle, then he saw his chance to pay off and he said 
to his people, picturing the judgment day: ‘There will be a great accounting, 
and there will come up St. Paul with his flock to the Lord, and he will say,’ 
with pride beaming from his face, ‘O Lord, here are my sheep.’ And then will 
come up Augustine, and he will say, ‘ Lord, here are my sheep.’ And so it will 
goon with Calvin and all the rest, and then it will come to me, and what shall 
I say, brethren and sisters? Well, I shall have to say, O Lord, I hain’t got any 
sheep; they are all hogs.’ (Laughter.) 

“Tt could not possibly be said of you, and I wish I had a whole parish such 
as you are. I know I should be well treated, and so would any minister who 
might be so fortunate as to be over you. 

“My friend, Colonel Sargent, deserted me. He made a comment as he sat 
here, the only comment against the affair that Il have heard. Said he, ‘I am 
mighty dry,’ and yet there is water, and there is coffee here, which reminds me 
of the final story. hy 

“There was a meeting down in Salem, anda lady went home from it and 
said, ‘That is just about the funniest meeting that I ever attended. One fellow 
was very prosaic, and the other let off fireworks.’ And being asked to explain, 
she said, ‘ Well, the first speaker was awful dry and the other one bad bean.” 
(Laughter.) 

“Well, now brethren, in the loyal service of this beloved republic, will 
you give me just two or three minutes while I strike that most serious chord 
which has been so nobly touched upon here to-night by several speakers until 
we have felt indeed that we have something to live for in building up and crown- 
ing with fresh glory, this God-given government? And what did Old Glory 
stand for? The slaughtering of men, the gaining of a certain privilege of 


i * Son 2 Nn E it fs Peete 
, territory, and subjugation? No, that flag stood for certain mighty principles 


which might be represented in this Order, the franchise for instance. 

“ Young men, attention. The North said to the South, ‘We are not afraid 
to unlock men’s brains, we are not afraid to give them the spelling book and 
teach every mother’s son whatsoever truth can come from heaven and from 
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earth, the education that starts the schoolhouse at the cross-ways, that keeps 
uncontaminated the springs, limpid and pure of that illuminating knowledge 
which makes us all equal, and gives to your chore-boy in the office the chance 
to wrestle with fate and achieve success on the ladder of fortune.’ (Applause.) 
We at the North believed that it was safe to give to the people whatsoever 
knowledge, education, development of powers may be bestowed in a republic 
like ours. A 
“ A second thing the cannon spoke for and the swords gleamed to establish, 
and that was the dignity of labor. I do not know what your occupations are, 
but we are all toilers in this world, and it was face to face that we stovd in those 
old days to certify to the world that the insignia of the workingman were 
the emblems of nobility. (Applause.) That man who left the anvil heard the 
throb of his hammer as he cleft his way for liberty on the battle-tield. That 
man who left the loom carried the vibrating pulse of it in his consciousness as 
he stood before those who had sneered at ‘the mud-sills of the North. Am I 
bringing up something to move your feelings? Not atall. This has got to be 
fought out in the twentieth century still more, North and South, and you young 
men must stand for the credit and kingly worth of a man’s merit as a man, when 
he takes his bare arm and wins his way in the world with honest toil. I am not 
afraid to say this. (Picking up a fork). I ‘fork’ that remark over to yous 
have not been afraid to say, on the thresholds of the rich, and in the am a 
those domiciled in luxury, that there is a danger today of thanattested, and tha 
hypocritical, and that gloved way of taking hold of lifé which will eat like a cant er 
into the robustness of American manhood and womanhood. TI tell you that 
you represent this principle in its great length and breadth, ‘and when al Pa 
away, of the veteran ranks, may you come up singing of the Old Flag, Ea Sy 
ing it as an emblem of the real genuineness and worth of mankind whenever 
it wins its bread in an honest fashion, and stands on two feet, and asks for 
no favors before the world. (Applause.) As 
“ There was one other thing woven in the triple cord of all this,'and that 

was the glory of equality. It comes out of that preceding. But I tell you my 
friend writing before me (the Stenographer), I tell you friends of this organiza- 
tion, it has taken a long time for the world to struggle up to the table where Bk 
can reach out our hands and clasp in the union of a common brotherhood w hig h 
has no recognition of hue, or cast, or lineage; equality before the law, an sauel lity 
that spreads the curtain of its justice and protection over all, black and white, 
wheresoever they may come from, from whatever nationality. Ah, the’ Beet 
mill—the great mill of our republic, which takes the pulp of all nationalities an 
‘weaves it into the beautiful white paper of our American humanity. (Applause.) 

_, Now I am going to let you off, you young blood and young heats i 
wish I could go back and live over again the years, and march through the gate- 
way of the twentieth century to see what glorious things will come to pass. You 
will put on a pedestal the image of a new hero. He shall not be your Caesar or 
your Napoleon. F 

_ _. My dear young men, I know how easy it is to laud Napoleon. There is a 
division even in my own family over that, for my wife has a sneaking idole 
of Napoleon, while I abominate him. (Laughter.) He took the sword and fired 
cannon; he did these things, not for humanity as a whole, but that he _might 
give to that particular France a glory from trampled lives by the thousands, lives 
of the noble peasantry, lives that might have been under the beautiful sun and by 
the bubbling streams for a long, long time. But it is your W ashington, it is 
your Lincoln (Applause), it is your Grant,— your Grant who said, ‘ Well, I am 


rat Ri amie 
a farmer, I don’t take much interest in military affairs, I do not love them.’ | 


But you know what he did when he was bound by pledges of loyalty to stand 

and fight, through war, for peace. P P 
“You will have a new hero, young men, He will take the sword if necessary, 

and I hope that you will find some way through diplomacy, in your day and 
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generation so that, if a Cuba lies bleeding and trampled on, you can put her on 
her feet. (Tremendous applause.) I know by what you have evinced tonight 
that, on the hearthstones of your hearts, the true flame is burning. There is the 
altar of the Republic in your own loyal love and zeal, and I wish you God speed. 
To-night I am just as young as you are, it does seem so. I face the same things. 
I see the gleaming rotundity of possibilities. I look with you toward the new 
government ‘of the people, by the people and for the people’ more thoroughly. 
Isee the watchword ‘together,’ from end to end, rich and poor, illustrious and 
obscure, ‘together’ is the motto for the future. God bless you all, and when 
we are in our graves, plant a little flag over us. That is the emblem I covet the 
most. When Iam carried to my last rest I want that flag over me if nothing 
else. (Applause). hat flag, that flag is no idle symbol. It represents the 
prayers of humanity since that humanity commenced to struggle up into its 
rights and into its true freedom; it represénts the sanctity of home, it represents 
good government and protection everywhere, it represents whatsoever is longed 
for most, and prayed for deepest among the peoples of the world.” (Applause.) 


MR. W. SCOTT OBERDOFF, PAST COMMANDER N 


EW YORK DIVISIO 

Mr. W. Scott Oberdoff, Past Commander of the New York Div: 
next introduced, and said: 

“Mr, Toast-Master, Fathers of the Grand Army and Sons of Veterans :— 
I feel very much, after listening to this feast of patriotism, as’ the young 
man did who replied to an inquiry of his sweetheart. She said, ‘There are 
times when you act, and talk, and are a man, and there are other times when you 
seem to be very effeminate. Will you kindly tell me why it is?’ ‘I do not know,’ 
he said ‘unless it is that one half of my ancestry was male, and the other half 
female.’ (Laughter.) A man listening to these patriotic, heroic words to-night, 
yet having no enthusiasm in his soul, must certainly come from a different 
lineage than we came from,— from heroic men and women. 

“ When I was mustered into the Sons of Veterans, I was led before an altar 
on which were a Flag, Swords and a Bible, and, above all, the ballot-box, that 
emblem of peace. Over all, and through all, however was the red on the flag, 
the white given after sacrifices untold, and the blue loyalty that was evinced by 
our fathers in 61. As I raised my hand and took that obligation, it seemed to 
me as though there was a mission on this earth for the Sons of Veterans. There 
is a mission as long as emigrants are sighting our shores, as long as this is a 
democratic form of government to be maintained, as long as the problem of 
humanity is being solved in the Eastern Hemisphere, as long as this is America, 
and that is Old Glory (pointing to the stars and stripes), there is a mission 
second only to that of saving souls,— the mission of making manly men. 

“Tshall not detain you, because I feel as though my best effort would be 
appreciated in being brief. I will simply close with the thought of the beautiful 
story. After the murder of Abel, the flowers agreed with the stars to keep 
unceasing watch, the stars sleeplessly by night, the waving flowers by day. In 
the daytime of peace, let loyalty and individual duty recall us to more patriotic 
acts. When o’er-arching night spreads like a pall to relieve the flowers, will 
come the brave deeds, the sacrifices, the lives from which heroic purposes went 
into the endless hereafter, there will come the struggling causes caught from the 
darkened depths of disgrace and placed high on the beacons of time. 

“There will come the achievements of our masterly soldiery, all breaking 
through the clouds as clear and lasting as stars, illuminating in their red, white 
and blue, Old Glory, lighting, aye, inviting us to national honor and national 
glory.” (Applause.) 


ion was 


REV. FREDERICK BRADFORD COLE 
Rey, Frederick Bradford Cole of Providence, R. I., Chaplain-in-Chief of the 


Sons of Veterans, was presented by Toast-Master Lounsbury to respond for 
“The Loyal women of America.” He said: 
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“Mr. Toast-Master and Brothers of the Order: When it was told me that I 
was to respond for the ladies, I pondered for some time why I should be chosen, 
and then there came into my mind this solution of the problem. It was something 
that was related to me recently and it is this, that there are three sexes, male, 
female and clergymen. (Laughter.) : 


“ Because I am, by that reasoning, neither a male nor female, but a clergy- 
man, I suppose that this duty was given me because I could take an 
unprejudiced view of the whole matter. (Laughter and Applause.) 


“ And so, more skillfully than the master artist can cast upon the canvas 
the coloring tints of the dying summer sky, more grandly than the master 
musician, seated at the organ, can roll out those magnificent harmonies which 
thrill and delight us, so there is no one word in human language spoken in every 
land and in every clime, that comes with more thrill, that comes with more 
pathos, than that one word ‘ Mother.’ (Loud Applause.) 


“God pity the man that has never known a mother’s love. God help the 
man who, having known a mother’s love and care and training has forgotten it, 
and cherishes in his heart not one fragrant bit of all that it means to you and 
me,—a mother’s tender, fostering care. Oh, daughter of ‘61, I see you in 
heaven to-night, you who through suffering and trouble, told us what the name 
of woman is. 

“Pardon a bit of reminiscence. If it becomes personal you will pardon it 
still further. But in that great struggle in which your fathers and my father 
(thank God I am proud of his memory) took a part (Applause), the news came 
flashing back from the tide of battle which had been waged fierce and strong on 
the field of Antietam, to an old New England town. the sad tale of death ; and 
the good old country minister coming down the street with a telegram in his 
hand, was met at the open door by an anxious, tear-eyed mother, she who had 
four sons at the front fighting bravely. She greeted him with the words, ‘ Sir, 
tell me how many?’ And the old man smiled and said, ‘Only one.’ Aye it 
was only one, it was only one, three more left, and that noble woman, who stands 
as the type of those women of ’6r, fell on her knees and thanked God that there 


were still others left to carry the old flag to the end and preserve our country 
unstained and unrent. 


" “Aye, we talk of the old flag to-night, but as we talk do we remember that 
it was woman's hands that first sowed the stars and stripes, that it was a woman’s 
conception, a woman’s idea more than all which brought it forth in its present 
form? Let us be thankful for that. We have been celebrating in the past few 
days ‘ Union Defenders Day.’ You perhaps thought of your fathers, I thought 
of the mothers, I thought of those noble, valiarit women, who stayed at home,— 
theirs to send out the living and receive back the dead, and to stand by the 
altar upon which they had placed their heart’s love, suffering uncomplainingly, 
loyal and brave. Oh, God bless them, God bless all the women. And I can 


speak more freely to you now who are before me, because the married men 
have gone out, (Laughter.) 


“Tt is true that we do not half appreciate the home. We do not half 
appreciate in our hearts those who are making homes for us. It is at the 
mother’s knee that the little child first receives its public education ; at its 
mother’s knee where it learns its first lesson of loyalty, truth, courage, manhood 
and womanhood which we so need in the world to-day. I look to them, then, 
for the security of our nation. We want none of these ‘ new-fangled’ things that 
ride on wheels (Laughter), nothing of the kind, we want the woman devoted to 
the home, we want the woman devoted to the interest of her family, we want the 
women to stand back of the men, as they of yore stood back of our fathers, to 
give us courage, to give us help, to give us comfort in the toil of our daily life. 


And so I say to you in response to this toast ‘the Ladies,’ God bless, God bless, 
God biess the women.” (Great applause.) 
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COL, HERBERT s. THOMPSON, COMMANDER RHODE ISLAND DIVISION, 


Col. Herbert S. Thompson Commander of the Rhode Island Division, was 
next introduced, and spoke as follows : 


“Brothers of Massachusetts:—It is a great pleasure and a high honor to 
stand here to-night on this occasion of the visit of our Commander-in-Chief. 
As a’son, by birth, of Massachusetts, | am proud with you of the names of 
Concord, of Lexington and of Bunker Hill. ‘The Commander-in-Chief, in his 
remarks, referred you to the ‘Tea Party which was held in Boston Harbor. I 
would remind you of a fact which perhaps has not occurred to you before, but 
one which you will recognize as being a true st, and that that the Tea 
Party of which we have all read in history s incomplete. To have the Tea 
Party complete in every respect, three quantities were required, first the tea, then 
the water, and third, a very important factor, a fire. The tea and the water on 
this occasion were furnished by Massachusetts, but as a son, by adoption, of 
Rhode Island, I would call your attention to the fact that it remained for ‘ Little 
Rhody’ to farnish the fire. And on this occasion, | would say what perhaps 
some of you do not know, that a loyal body of men and women, about the time 
the Tea Party occurred in Boston, gathered together in a public square in 
Providence, and buried a large quantity of tea which they had stolen from the 
British authorities, thus completing the grand American Tea Party. 


“To our Commander-in-hief Russell, I bring the greetings of the Sons of 
Veterans, from the home of Gen. Greene, Commodore Perry of Lake Erie fame, 
and of Burnside. It v i great disappointment to us in Rhode Island, that our 
Commander-in-Chief was not permitted to be with us last evening at the grand 
reception tendered to Commander-in-Chief Ivan N, Walker of the Grand Army 
of the Republic. But should you, sir (referring to Commander-in-Chief Russell), 
after your stay here in Massachusetts, and after becoming wearied with the 
‘pers cutions’ and attentions which I am sure will be shown you by the 
members of the Massachusetts Division, desire to escape from these persecutions, 
you will find, as one bearing your name found two hundred years ago, a refuge 
in the § Providence Plantation.’ [t was then that Roger Williams, being perse- 
cuted by the authorities at Salem, travelled unaccompanied, and found a refuge 
and established in the little state of Rhode Island, a home for those who desire 
to proceed, untrammeled in any way, with their own honest convictions. And, 
sir, allow me to extend to you, as our Commander-in-Chief, a cordial invitation to 
visit the Sons of ‘Little Rhody,’ if you find that you have left on your hands 
any time to spare. Allow me to extend, sir, the greetings of every member of 
the R. [. Division and the wishes of each and all of us that your stay in New 
England may be most pleasant.” (Applause.) 


PAST-COLONEL CYRUS H, LITTLE, NEW HAMPSHIR 


DIVISION, 


Past-Colonel Cyrus II. Little, of the New Iampshire Di 


on, next greeted 
the assemblage as follows: 


“Mr, Toast-Master and Brothers :— I am aware of the lateness of the hour, 
and [ promise you at the start that my remarks will be very brief We have 
heard much this evening in praise of Massachusetts, and, it may well be said, 
we have heard much in praise of Kansas. It may well be said that Kansas is a 
state which is dear to every Son of a Veteran, being the home of our present 
Commander in-Chief, and being the home also of one of blessed memory, Leland 
J. Webb. (Applause.) 


“My, Brothers, I come from a state that is small in area, and whose surface 
is rough and rugged, but when this nation was in the throes of rebellion, and 
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traitors’ hands sought to tear down the Old Flag of the Union and trail it in the 
dust, no braver men stood in its defense than those who went forth from the 
«Old Granite State.’ 


“T come from a division that, compared with the Bay State, the Suntower, 
the Empire, the Hoosier and other divisions, is small in numbers, but in devotion 
to the principles of this great, growing and aggressive Order, the members of the 
New Hampshire Division stand second to none. (Applause.) 


“And so, Brothers of Massachusetts, it isa great pleasure for me to stand 
here to night to bear to you the greetings of those men, and, in their places, to 
look into your faces and grasp your hands. Last year it was my privilege to 
travel through the northern section of our state and to visit many of our camps: 
Way up in the northern borders of the state beyond the White Mountains, I 
found an old brother who was the first ( haplain of the New Hampshire Division, 
a’man who, if he had lived in Massachusetts, my Brother Stevens would have 
had his picture taken, would have carried it out to the National Encampment 
and would have had him made a member for life of the tional :ncampment, 
but unfortunately for him he lived in New Hampshire and is without fame. 
That good old brother was also a veteran, and a member of the Fighting Fifth 


N. H. Regiment. fe has on file a complete set of the Proceedings of our National 
Encampments. 


“After camp-meeting, in talking over the affairs of our Order, he said to 
me, ‘Who do you think will be our next Commander-in-Chief?’ I frankly told 
him that I did not know much about him, I was sure I could not tell, and he 
said, ‘What do you think of Russell? It seems to me that he is all right. 
(Applause.) And now in the words of that old New Hampshire veteran I want 
to ask you what is the matter with Russell ? (By several voices, * He is all right.’) 
Tam sure that every Brother in New England will agree to that. 


_ 1 am glad, my Brothers, to see so many veteran soldiers here to- ight. I 
might speak at length of the Grand Army of the Republic, I might speak of the 
work of that grand, brave veteran, Captain Jack Adams, whose name is so dear 
to every Son of a Veteran, but I have not the time. The Grand Army of the 
Republic as an organization is constantly decreasing. Every year they decorate 
freshly made graves. Every day somé weary comrade drops out of the line, 
they close up the shortening line and keep marching on towards Eternity’s 
Portals, 

., , How short the time, then, my Brothers, when the work of the last veteran 
will have been finished and the work now devolving upon them will devolve 
upon us. TI assure you, my Brothers, that we shall be in the place to take up 


the work, we shall be in the place to show that loyal, if not royal blood flows in 
our veins, 


., A few years ago, it was my privilege to attend our National Encampment 
at St, Joseph, Mo. T think it was the grandest encampment that has ever been 
held in the history of the Order. There were present a large number of veterans 
from Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska, and also many members of our Order. 
The city was beautifully decorated in honor of the occasion and one of the 
decorations with which the city was adorned was a memorial arch of evergreens 
and flowers extending over the main street. From the center of the arch, and 
directly over the street railway, was supsended a life-size picture of the immortal 
Lincoln, with the memorable words, ‘ With malice toward none, and with charity 
to all.” One day I chanced to be riding up the street inacar. Directly opposite 
me sat two young men who were in appearance typical southerners. As we drew 
near to the arch, one of them arose and proceeded to leave the x, His) 
companion said, ‘ Why do you get out here, if you are going to Second street?’ 
With an oath and a sneer upon his countenance which I shall never forget, he 
said, ‘ Because I don’t ride under any picture of old Abe Lincoln.’ My Brothers, 
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as long as we have young men in this country who entertain such sentiments as 
that, I say there is a demand for an organization of the Sons of Union Veterans, 
an organization that shall disseminate the principles of liberty, teach patriotism 
and uphold the principles for which our fathers fought. (Applause.) 

“T will close with this sentiment, the spirit and motto of the Grand Army 
of the Republic and of the Sons of Veterans: Fraternity, Charity, Loyalty ; 
may these rule and unite the hearts of all our people, and may we unitedly stand 
for one country, one flag, and union forever.” (Applause.) 

Taps were then sounded by Past Captain Emery Coulter of Needham and 
the banquet came to a happy end. 


Jacon W. PoweELL, 
Stenographer. 


DIVISION ROSTER.---1896, 


DIVISION OFFICERS AND STAFF. 


DIVISION COMMANDER. 
HARRY D. SISSON, 


SENIOR VICE-DIVISION COMMANDER. 


H. FRANK WILLIAMSON, 


JUNIOR VICE-DIVISION 
ORANGE II, COOK, . 


DIVISION COUNCIL. 
FRED E. BOLTON, 
NARRY S. THOMPSON, 
WALTER H. BROWN, 


Staff. 
Chaplain, N. Howarp, 
Surgeon, 
Adjutant, 


Woopwakb, 
:.B. Durie, 
S. ILLINGWORTH, 
Epwarp H. Lounsnury, 


Quartermaster, 
Inspector, 
Mustering Ojficer, 
Judge Advocate, 


Non-Commissioned Staff. 
S. Fis, 


Ser geant-Major, {aye 
Quartermaster-Ser geant, Bh. 


Division Headquarters. 


Room 14, England’s New Building, North Street, 


address, Box 1168, Pittsfield, Mass. 


COMMANDER. 


Pittsfield. 


Canton. 


Melrose. 


Boston. 
Melrose. 
Ilolyoke. 


Melrose, 
Arlington, 
Pittstield, 
Pittsfield. 
Uxbridge. 
No. Adams. 
Woburn. 


Pittsfield. 
Pittsfield, 


Pittsfield. Post Office 


Next Division Encampment will be held at Worcester, Mass., Feb. 22, 1897. 


DIVISION ROSTER — 1896. 


Past Division Commanders. 
Name. 
1B. MAccanr, 


Jos 
CHARLES F. SARGENT, 
“Frep J. BRaprorp, 

Henry S. CRossMAN, 
Joun TTUINKLEYy, 

Naruan C. Uruam, 
Dubey B. Purbeck, 
WiLLiAM A, 
CHARLES K. DARLING, 
Wal RH. DELANO, 
*, BLAISDELL, « 


» BOLTON , 
W. KNOWLTON, 


Present Address. 
East Boston. 
Lawrence. 
Lawrence. 
Springfield. 
Beverly. 
Fitchburg. 
Salem. 
Arlington. 
Boston. 
Sharon. 
Lowell. 
Somerville. 
Roxbury. 
Arlington, 


Representatives and Alternates. 


vo lirn Annuat Encampment CommManpery-1n-Cuirr, 
‘rucky, Srvremner, 1896, 


W.R. Wa 


Representattve-al-Lar ge, RAMAN, 


Alternate-al-Lar ge H. F. Earon, 
Representatives, — 
THoMAS J. ; 
CHARLE 
SAML 
Epwarp If. Lounsbury, 
Ginperr TT. SMrrn, 
Tlarky M. HoLprook, 
Ilmnry CLAY, ri . 
Curisrorugr F, O'BRIEN, 
Grorce L. Bray, 
Alternates. 


Cuar.es Hf, WIiLeMan, 
Joun IL. Cavin, 
Cuarces F. PERKINS, . 
EMERY Cou 
A. A. TILDEN, 
Epwin F. Turr 
Frep UH. Jones, 
A. G. JEWET 
CHuarLes G. KELLEY, 


Louisvittr, Krn- 


Tlanover, 
Cambridge. 


Dedham. 
Boston, 
Lowell. 
Woburn. 
Roxbury. 
Cottage City. 
Boston. 

Boston. 
Lynn. 


Medford. 
Gloucester. 
Salem. 
Needham. 
Arlington. 
Uxbridge. 
Malden. 
Medford. 
Boston. 


ROSTER OF 
APRIL 


CAMPS. 


1896. 


Z 
a 


Name of Camp | 


Location 


Meeting Night 


Numeral Capminiand Address | 


Place of Meeting 


23/Gen. J. F, Reynolds 
24/J. Franklin Dyer... 


26/Gen. D. N. Couel 
27| Franc 
28)Clark S. Simonds... 
29|Isaac B. Patten... 
3o|Lt. Nathl. Bowditch - 
31 Admiral Winslow... 
32|/Gen. W. 5. Hancoc 
33/Col. Ezra J. Trull . 
34|H. M. Warren .. 
35/John A. Hawes 


| Maj. A, A. Powers. 


/Roland E. Bowen 
Lt.-Col. Henry Merritt. 
Lincoln 
Chas. Haddock 
Geo, A, Custer 


OOM ome 9 + 
C 


17|Capt. R. i Bist 
18. A. A. Sherman . 

rg Lt. A. L, Fuller « 
20| Russell A. Alger. 
21 Col, L. D. Sargent 


Col. Chas. R. Mudge. - 
. A. A. Goodell .. 

‘apt. Richard Phillips . 
Lt, William Palmer. 


ohn Low... 


Taj. T. B. Griffith. 


25 Willie Grout. . 


L. Souther. 


«| Worcester 


1.1] Randolph 
‘Hudson ««-. 


+ | Millbury 
‘/Salem . 


Beverly Farn 
‘Whitman... 
Oxford . 


.|Brockton . 


-|Clinton. 
-|Colrain. 
-|Lawrence 
-|Middleboro. 
-|Reading 
.|Gloucester 
«| Worcester 
.|Taunton 
+ |Quincy. 


.| Watertown 
-|Dorchester . 


--|Charlestown 
-| Wakefield. 


-|Lynn ...- 
Marblehead 


Beverly 


North Adam: 


Stoughton . 

Cambridgeport 
ngfield 
merville 


Uxbridge. 


Fitchburg 


New Bedfoi 


-|Geo. 


Geo. 


Tuesday... 
ad and th Fr ay 
Thursday .. 
|Tuesday 
st and 3d Wed 
Friday... . 
stand 3d Thursday 
rst and 3d ‘Thursday 
rst and 3d Wed « 
|rst and 3d Thursday 


A 
+ |Chas, 
|G. E. 


dgai 


Monday. 
Friday 
rst and 3d T lay 
rst and 3d Thursday) \ 
Thursday ... 
AVednesday 
ed and 4th Wed. 
Tuesday 
ad and 4th Monday « ie 

rst and 3d ‘Tuesday. \Gecr 
rst and 3d Tuesday . Luth 
and 3d ‘Tuesday E. 
dand 4th Mon has. 
ist and 3d Wed .. 


Fran! 


:|Charles Lamberton, 7 Preston St 


‘|W. Wallace G 
Russell Dyke 


-|George F. Wood 
:|Leslie W. Blanchard 
George F 


. Plummer, 20 Howard St. 
Joseph B, Lombard, Court Hous 


Bradford T, Hollis, 18 Grove St 


has. He Holmes, 13 1 
st and 3d Monday. “ Josenh © 


IW. B. Ty! ler. 


E. Powers, 68 Johnson St. 


H. Clark, Front St. 


F, Perkins, Box 148 « 
Whipple. 


& Clark, W, Sutton, M: 


rE. Metcalf « 


*, Tuttle, Box 87. 
ighton 


ason, 40 1. 
gel. Horton, 247 Somerse! 
er H. Parrott; Jr., 18 Pay 
‘Tennant, So. Fitchburg 
W. Benjamin, 3 


nberg 
» Holman, 61 Washington 


iad H. Vinal, 


AR. Hail, 
A, R. Hall, 
Hall, 


n> 
nfs R. Hall 


a Washington St, 
.R. Hall. 


67, 


68) Capt. HA. eee 
les C. s 


Joseph H. Proctor. 
‘Charles S$. Meade | 


James 1. Bates... 
Charles Sumner 
Gen. G. M, Dodge - 
D. White . 
‘Townsend 
en. N. P. Banks 
Wm, G Scandlin . 
#5, H. Hartshorn. . 
Gen, Wm, F, Draper 
Charles sl 
Gen, Nelso 
Col, Fletcher Webster 
George S. Bliss 
Henry Wilson. . 
Howard A. Wheeler 
Chas, Russell Lowell 
E. A, Bennett. 
Gen, Sheridan. 
Gen. S. C. Lawrence 
Win. Cullen Bryant. 


a J. M. Cor: 
I, H. Bonney. 
Gen. J, G. Foster 

. Geo, B McClellan. 


Chas. Bowers Winn. 
Gen. Geo, G. Meade 


Joe Hooker:.. 
John C, Paine 
Gen S.M, Weld ; 
Lt. Frank R. Stone 
R, Bosworth... 
Admiral Farragut « 
Win, Francis Barry « 
Beers H, Patch. 
Theodore Winthrop - 


-+|Grafton . 


rdner..... 
Georgetown . 
Winchendon. 
-|Conway... 

Waltham . 


|Berlin. 
|Franklin 
Arlington . 


Rockland « 
Boston. . 
Leominster 


Holliston 
Spencer « 
‘Athol... 

Woburn 
Abington 
Ludlow. 
Pembroke 
Upton .. 
Northboro « 
|Hinghaw 
No. Brookfield : 
Groveland . 


Melrose . 
Talden 
-|Chelsea.. 


‘ast Weymouth... 


-{est and 3d Friday...| Fi 
-/ist and 3d Tuesday. .| J 


«|rstand 3d F fn 
2dand 4th Frida: 
./ist and 3d Monda 
-|st and 3d Wed. 
.|tst and 3d ‘Tuesday «| E, 
“Jtst and 4d ‘Tharsday| E. 
ad and 4th Monday « 
.{rst and 3d Wed , 

ad and 4th Monday 
edand 4th Frida’ 
+|tst and 3d Thursds 
+|rst and 3d Friday - 
2d and 4th Mond: 
-|2d and 4th Tues 
ed and 4th Thursday. 
rst and 3d ‘Thursday. 
«-|2d and 4th Tuesd: 
and gth Tue: 
-|1st and 3d Friday 
-Jistand 3d F. day, 
and 4th Friday . 
‘had and 4th Thursday .| L. 
.|rst and 3d Tuesd: 
.|rst and 3dWednesday 
A is and qth Thursday. 


M 
Ch 


Ral 


«|tst and 3d Saturday 
2d and 4th Wednes¢ fay 
:{2d and th Monday. 
-\zd and 4th ‘Thursds 
»|Friday oh 
2d and 4th Friday ..| E. 


E. 


ites 


+. /ast and 3d Monday..| C. 
:|xst and 3d Tuesday... 


H 
sad and 4th Monday-.| AL 


G 

Harry O. Holman. 
P. W. Connelly . 
Fred 


Christopher F. 
Wm. P. chee 
F.M. Crittenden, 2 
John L. 
John 


orge A. Wilson 15 


‘dward E, Bogart, 44 Taylor St 


Horace A. Derry, 58 Cottage St. 
Ma +s 


:] Chas. A; White, Ludlow Ctr. 
Charles Turner, No. Pembroke - 
Charles C. Stone 
-| Fred J. Proctor . 
George A. Deane» 


Frank R 


Sam’l A. Pickering, 988 Walker 
f. A. Mayo, 


rds, Weymouth H. 


ights « 


. Colburn. 


. Filson, Lowel 


S. Day . 
Bg. Harttmann 
C. Jacobs, 39 


| 
ea Boston 


Ra 
fartin, Myrtle St. 
Finan, Commonwealth Bldg 
Smith; 3 Arlington St. 
Tn idier ae 
ealey, 38 Fount 
M. Didke....+ 


Jnion 
ard N, Woodward 
- Haines, Wrenth; 
jarfield, ro Ric! 


‘dson 
H, Washburn, Westdale.. 


iam peed 


ee . 14 Scott St . 
Emery, ,W. Abington 


Iph E, 


E, Dunn... 


1. Sides, So, Groveland 
Brown, Box 734 Norwood 
dR. Kingsbury. Grove S 
FE. Riedel, ov ‘liston Ave, 


St! 


. O. Johnson, 321 E:. Foster St.. 
‘linton'St., Roslindale . . 
W. Rigby, Room so%, Sears Bldg, Boston . +--+. 


A. R. Hall. 
put St. 
A. R. Hall. 


Front St. 


Conwa 


Centre, 


: cae Hall. 


A. R. Hall, 
A. R. Hall. 


| 2389 Washington St. 
G.A.R. Hall. 


| Pleasant St. 


‘Town Hall, 
attakusett St, 
R, Hall. 
A. R. Hall. 
Hingham Ctr. 


-| Main St. 
«| Elm Park, 
.| G. A. R. Hall. 


ory 


» ALR. Hall, 
G, A. R. Hall, 


-| Cor. Merrimac & Palmer 
-| 514 Main St. 
66 PI 


le: 
Park St. 


nt St. 


3s 


AO YALSOW 


a 
> 
Ss 
x 


40 


*"SdIVVO, 
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No Name of Camp. Location Meeting Night Name of Captain and Address Place of Meeting 
8d|Sergt. Wim, H, Carey..-.-.|Boston . Tuesday ...| A. A, Selden, 19 Garden St’... «| 48 Joy St. 

83|H. C, Holbrook. . ++ |Barre an istand 3d Tu day. on | George F. Hodges ..... State St. 

Sy Edward S. Hager... -|Enfield . adand 4th Tuesday H. C. Davis, Belchertown... Main St. 

85| John D, White. AW. Boylston 2dand 4thWednesday| W. J. Merriam ........ i R 


Stoneham. 
:|Peabody 
» Scituate 
-|Brighton . 


+ |Fall River 


istand 3dWednesday! Waiter S. Sears, 

Jadand qth W. red Wiggin, § 
"| C.W. Prouty 

ing.| W. H. Chickey, t+ Chestnut Hi 


Scituate Center 


. Dudley +} Old Court House. 


= | George’ Hl “Suryenai6eo Count 


g0/ Richard Borden 


Bristol St. opp Post Office 


91/$. B. Bond . Tohn H. Schoonmaker: 42 Main St. z 
92{John P. Lovell. Wednesday... f. W. Hanson, Clifton Central St. 3 
93|John Palmer. adand 4thWednesday| Chas. V. Howard, E. M Main St. 3 
o4{F_ C. Curtis Jed and 4th Monday..| Henry D. Johnson, 11 E G.A.R, Building, 5 
93| Warren H. Cudworth. vadand 4th Tu -| John’T, Peterson, 67 Condon St « 159 Meridan St, ¢ 
96|John F, Andrew « jistand sd Wednesday Callighan, 202 Devonshire 1151 Washington St, ¢ 
o7 |W. C. Plunkett Monday . : . Ferguson, Temple Centre St. E 
98|Dahlgren.... «So, Boston od and 4thWednes i. F, Storrs, 106 Dorchester St. E, St. cor, Silver. a 
o9/H. S. Greenles ./Shelburne ./odand ythWednesday} C. eee GL ALR. Hall. z 
109 3 
tor|Cyrus K. Miller Westminster |rcvatalsdTuecth «| Bacon St. Z 
ies _linsiroc Pl : Tonday ..... Winslow 8 Middle St. ’ 
3| Nelson Gardner Marshfield. st and 3d Satu am Sherman, Box 53 Marshfield. 
ie Cape: Gi La Thurstan: Lancaster .. ad and jth Satu Fred L. Magee... Town Hall. 
105} ‘ 
x06| Abraham Lincoln... . Charlestown adand 4th Tuesday .| Tilton S, Bell, 7 Tw Warren St. 
107|Col. Geo. D. Wells . Greenfield stand 3d Thursday.| I. W. R. Hall. A 
ro8|Gen. W, F. Bartlett Pittsfield . stand 3d Monday s gs North St. ‘ 
1o,|Gen, Benj F, Butle .|Needham. Masonic. 


rro|Gen. 0.0. Howard . 
rijWalter L, Raymond . 
11a|Col, B.S. Lovell 


s|Lee . 
- {Andover . 
W. Acton 


+ stand 3d Wed 
\rst and 3d Saturd 


113 Samuel A, Green. - Groton . |istand 3d Wednesday 

114) Peter Pineo.. ~ Hyannis . d and 4th Saturday pis, 

113| Myles Standish . Duxbury |rstand 3d Wednesday: A. R. Hall. 
116|Julius W.Monroe . .|Hanson «.|1st and 3d Saturday. own Hail. 


17 
118|Elijah A. Morse 
Steven: J. Parke 


Eastondale « 
Billerica, ... 


+ |xstand 3d Wednesday| Chas. W. Hill, So. Easton ... 


Eastondale. 
stand 3d Wednesday’ Victor J. Hosmer, So. Billerica... 


Billerica Centre 


120|Becket.....+..... -.|Becket... fSakiSiithiswsedewasacsoasnansnrnn saetaies 5 
ror 

129] Albert C. Titcomb ... 
123| Lambert B. Simmons 


124|Stephen T. Brook 


«) Seminary Hall, 


State St. 
G at ‘R, Hall. 
0. 


Newburyport 
E. Dougl: 
Baldwin: 


Stephen T. Currier, 7 Bec! 


125|Capt. Chas. Goss Sterling « 
126|Geo, F. Seaver. Whitins ‘lad and 4thWednes . He Carers . 

127/G ae +{astand 3d Thursday, H. P. Crawford, 

128) + Ist and 3d ‘Tuesday «| Warren Day, Cordavil G A.R., Hall. 
129 and 4thWednesi ite Court St. 


M. Good | 
E Williams St. | 
G. A. R. Hall. | 


130). 


5 »| Tuesday... 
131/Col. E, V. Mitchell . 


«|rst and 3d 


onday 


132/Huntington ...... \Huntington rst and 3d Tuesday... Gan O, Nelsor RR. Hall. 

133| Maj. Men Sagat ‘Ashland. ad and 4th Monday. ./ Louis J. Bonar . R, Hall. 

134A. A, Gage....-.+ Monson .|2d and yth Tuesday.) Morton L, Miller sores Main St. 

135, | | | 
136\Cyrus W. Cross Palmer... «ast and 3d ‘Tuesday. .| Leslie H. Hendee. ao ++| Gedy Rik 

137|John M, Badger Brookfield ‘stand 3d Thursday.) Wi Central $ | 
138|Daniel C. Fletch Littleton and 3d Saturday. | Littleton Centre. = | 
139|W. A. Spencer W. Medwa: and 4th | : G. ALR. Hall. 5 

140|Hial Barney Wareham. Wednesday + a ae ++| Odd Fellows Hall. 3 

141 s z 

142|Lt. Geo. W. Tufts.......... Rockport. ..<s.ccene Wednesday......-.. sconeascevesne| MaiG St, 6 

143 a 


Mair ; 
1165 ‘Tremont St. 


144/Capt. Nahum Leonard 


adand 4th Thursda: 
145|Frederick Hecker. 


+++. | Bridgewater. . ay, 
-/adand sthWednesday 


Boston + - 


140|Sylvanus Cobb, J «|Hyde Park -|2d and qth Friday... Everett Sq. g 
147 5 
148|Wm. Wallace Einaneye ++s.|Bourne....+ and gth Saturday. W. W. Phinney, Monument «-| G. A. R. Hall. - 
149|Col, H. P, Woodbury... .| Manchester. . sdaysscevesie rss E. C, Lucas, Summer St..... see] G. A. R. Hall. 

a 


